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Noise obscures the signal of digital TV’s rollout

RUJIRA BUNNAG

land is part of a transition bringing

traditional TV analog broadcasting
into accord with the digital transmission
system now being generally used world-
wide.

Following the licence auction in Decem-
ber 2013, there are now 24 licensed com-
mercial digital TV channels and 12 licensed
public digital TV channels. Those with
licences are responsible for creating the
programmes and their content to be
transmitted only. The work of building the
physical broadcasting networks, or install-
ing signal transmission antenna arrays
for the broadcasts rests with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC).

However, this is where many prob-
lems start.

An NBTC regulation stipulates that the
NBTC must build a broadcasting network
to cover 50% of the country within the
first year after the digital licence issuance.
The digital TV system has been in business
for almost one year, but less than 50% of the
network to broadcast digital TV has been
set up by NBTC.

Realising there will be problems with
digital TV reception in areas that have not
yet been covered by the NBTC broadcast
network, the NBTC has issued the “Must
Carry Rule” to promote more acceptance
of digital TV during the transitional period.

T he emergence of digital TV in Thai-

Under this rule, satellite TV and cable TV
broadcasting operators, whose broadcasts
cover over 65% of the country, must broad-
cast digital TV programmes like they do
with regular programmes under the exist-
ing free TV analog signal system.

The NBTC hopes that this measure will
increase digital TV’s popularity and its
number of viewers. But a bitter impasse
ensued when Channel 3 resisted this man-
date to protect its business. It took the Cen-
tral Administrative Court’s ruling for Chan-
nel 3 to comply.

In addition to delays in the distribution
of cash coupons to help viewers switch to
digital TV, more confusion has been caused
by the broadcasting regulator’s orders on
TV channel line-up criteria.

Under the new system of chan-
nel number allocation, Channels 1 to
36 must first start with new digital TV

channel numbers. This order is an attempt
to respond to viewers' complaints of confu-
sion since different set-top boxes from dif-
ferent companies have different TV channel
numbering systems. But the new number-
ing system which gives priority to digital TV
channels still confuses the viewers who are
accustomed to the TV channel numbering
system in the current analog system.

At present, the set-top boxes of satellite
TV and cable TV allow viewers to fix the
channel line-up by themselves through the
“favorite channels” function. Therefore, the
NBTC'’s compulsory channel numbering
rule is not appropriate or necessary.

The compulsory channel line-up rule
also prohibits changing the clarity of SD
(Standard Definition) via the set-top boxes
of the satellite TV and cable TV operators
to the clarity of HD (High Definition). This
rule bars viewers' from the opportunity to
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access higher-quality image signals.

That’s not all. The new channel line-up
order also bars satellite and cable TV opera-
tors from regrouping digital TV channels
under their own systems. For example, they
cannot regroup local news on digital TV
channels such as TNN24 and Spring News
with international news channels such as
CNN, BBC and Al Jazeera although it serves
the viewers better that way.

These cumbersome rules were devised
to widen digital TV's reach when the NBTC
still has not completed building the neces-
sary broadcast network as required. What
it should do is finish its work quickly to
increase the number of viewers and expand
the digital TV system without causing more
confusion to the public.

Rujira Bunnag is managing director of Marut
Bunnag International Law Office.

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Tuesday 25 November 2014

Volume: - No: -
Col.Inch: 21.45 Ad Value: 32,175

Headline: NBTC expected to use DAB+

Page: B1(Top Right), B3
PRValue (x3): 96,525

Clip: Full Color

MAKING WAVES ON AIR
NBTC will submit two broadcasting-related
acts to the Council of State after clashes with

TV broadcasters. B3

NBTC expected to use DAB+

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) is likely
to adopt digital audio broadcasting (DAB)
technology for digital radio in Thailand.

DAB technology is used for radio broad-
casting in Australia and several Euro-
pean countries.

DABH+ is the latest version, and a study
by the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) said DAB+ was a realistic
option for Thailand.

The new version has been available in
Asia-Pacific for five years and is the market
leader in the region.

Some 1.4 million receivers with DAB+
have been sold in the region, a 16% pen-
etration rate.

DAB is the older version of the technol-
ogywidely used in Europe for more than 15
years. Some 17.5 million receivers with DAB
have been sold here, a 46% penetration rate.

The ITU study said DAB+ receivers are
commercially available on a wide range of
products and at lower prices, ranging from
1,000 to 19,000 baht each. Their price ena-
bles embedding of multimedia receivers.

The 174-230-megahertz frequency (VHF
Band 111), which is currently imposed for TV
broadcasts, will be reserved for digital radio.

The digital radio roadmap comprises
Plan A for the short term and Plan B for the
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long term. Plan A is scheduled to launch
trial services by the year-end.

The coverage area in the 10 most popu-
lous cities will have 40-50 services, targeting
40% of the Thai population. Preparation
and assigning of regular licences will be
mentioned in Plan A.

The long-term Plan B is where regular
licensing will take place when the analogue
switch-off of VHF Band III happens (after
best practices management is determined
during the planning horizon of 2012-16).

The frequency plan for Plan A was com-
pleted by imposing three radio networks
with 27-54 national audio services. While
Plan Bis in progress, the network will cover
95% of the nation using four networks.

In the second stage, it will provide an
additional 36-72 local services in 39 local
areas located at the same sites as digital
terrestrial TV sites in order to reduce con-
sumer confusion and infrastructure costs.

The regulatory regime for digital radio
will be the same as for digital TV regula-
tions, comprising facility providers, net-
work providers and service providers.

While the plans are pending NBTC
approval, the regulator is also in the process
of frequency value evaluation in prepara-
tion for commercial radio station auctions.

Chulalongkorn University's economics
faculty is handling the frequency evalua-
tion project.
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Regulator will submit acts

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) plans
to submit two broadcasting-related acts to
the Council of State for interpretation after
encountering conflicts over annual fees col-
lected from TV broadcasters.

TV broadcasters are worried that unclear
regulations may eventually affect their
operating costs.

The two acts are the Broadcasting Act
and the Frequency Allocation Act.

The former says annual fees can be
waived under the consideration of the
regulator’s broadcasting committee.

The latter one states that commissioners
have a duty to collect annual fees.

Commissioner Supinya Klangnarong of
the broadcasting committee said two legal
advisers had already interpreted both acts,
but their opinions differed.

At the same time, Channel 7 opera-
tor Bangkok Broadcasting and Television
Co (BBTV) filed a lawsuit with the Cen-
tral Administrative Court in June seeking
clarification from the NBTC about annual
fee payments for both analogue and digital
TV licences.
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Channels 3, 7, 5,9 and 11 and Thai PBS
were granted licences to operate analogue
TV channels. Among them, Channels 3, 7
and 9 also have digital TV licences.

This means the three operators bear
heavier burdens, as they must pay a 2%
annual fee from revenue before taxes and
expenses for digital TV licences.

BBTV said itwould pay its annual fee for
digital TV to the NBTC but did not want to
pay the analogue TV concession fee to the
the Royal Thai Army. Its concession will
expire in 2022.

Analogue Channel 7 has already done a
simulcast broadcast.

The Channel 7 case is a new issue for
the regulator to solve after a major dispute
of Channel 3 operator BEC World two
months ago.

Channel 3 did not want to migrate its
analogue content to air on the digital plat-
form, as it was not confident about the
acceptance of digital TV among viewers.

Ms Supinya said if the Council of State
made an interpretation that the broadcast-
ers must pay annual fees via the analogue
system, the NBTC would seek a win-win
solution to lower financial burdens for
them such as an annual fee reduction.
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Thailand looks to further
rise in its ICT rankings

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THEAVAILABILITY offourth-gen-
eration spectrum licences and the
country’s move to promote a “digital
economy” are key factors driving the
country’s ICT development ranking
up further, according to a senior
official of the
Telecommunication Union.

Thailand’s ranking for develop-
ment of information and communi-
cationstechnologyjumpedto 81stlast
year from 91st in 2012, according to
the ITU’s“Measuring the Information
Society Report”.

In ICT use, Thailand was ranked
Nol.

TIoane Koroivuki, regional director
of the ITU office for Asia and the
Pacific, said yesterday that this
improvement reflected the auction
held by the National Broadeasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) in late 2012 for
licences to provide third-generation
cellular service on the 2.1-gigahertz
spectrum.

Since then, the three licence win-
ners have competed fiercely to provide
3G services nationwide.

The country’s ICT development
ranking could rise again this year,
when it is expected to licence the 4G
spectrum bands.

The government’s push for a “dig-

International®

ital economy”would also playamajor
role in propelling the country’s ICT
development ranking ever higher, he
added.

According to the ITU report,
which identifies key ICT develop-
ments and tracks the cost and afford-
ability of ICT services, Denmark
replaced long-time front-runner
South Korea, which followed very
closely.

Thereport’score featureisthe ICT
Development Index (IDI), which
ranks countries’ performance with
regard to ICT infrastructure, use and
skills.

The IDI has three sub-indices -
access, use and skills - for 166
economies. Almost allimproved their
IDIvalueslastyear, butdifferencesin
ICT uptake and use persist.

Brahima Sanou, director of the
ITU’s Telecommunication
Development Bureau, said in the
report that over the past year, the
world witnessed continued growthin
theuptake of ICT and thisyear almost
3 billion people will be using the
Internet, up from 2.7 billion last year.

While the growth in mobile-cellu-
lar subscriptions is slowing as the
market reaches saturation, mobile
broadband remainsthe fastest-grow-
ing market segment at double-digit
growth this year and an estimated
global penetration rate of 32 per cent
—fourtimestheratejustfiveyearsear-

IDI - ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

Thailand's ICT Development Index (IDI) ranking jumped to 8lst in
2013 from 91st in 2012, according to the International
Telecommunications Union's (ITU) Measuring the Information

Society Report 2014.

Economy Regional Global

rank rank

2013 2013
South Korea 1 2
Hong Kong, China 2 9
Japan 3 11
Australia 4 12
Singapore 3] 16
Thailand 10 81

.Sou.rce: ITU

IDI  Global DI Global
2013 rank 2012 rank change
2012 2012-2013

8.85 1 8.81 1
8.28 11 808 2
8.22 10 8.15 gl
818 12 803 0
790 15 7.85 -1
4.76 91 4.09 10
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lier. International bandwidth hasalso
grown steeply, at 45 per cent annual-
ly from 2001-13, and the developing
countries’ share of total internation-
al bandwidth increased from around
9 per cent in 2004 to almost 30 per
cent last year.

There are still important digital
dividesthat need tobe addressed - 4.3
billion people are still not online, and
90 per cent of them live in the devel-
oping world. Fixed broadband pene-
tration stands at 6 per cent in devel-
oping countries, compared with 27.5
per cent in developed countries, and
growth rates are slowing,

Mobilebroadband is growingfast,
but the difference in penetration
between developed and developing
regions remains large at 84 per cent
against 21 per cent. Increasing ICT
uptake in the world’s least connected
countries (LLCCs), which are home to

some 2.5 billion people, should be the
policy focus for years to come.

Services are often unaffordable for
poor pockets of the population. The
price of ICT services falls with better
market regulation and increased
competition. For example, in devel-
oping countries, fixed-broadband
prices could bereduced by 10 per cent
and mobile-cellular prices by 5 per
cent if competition and/or the regu-
latory framework improved.

Thisyear, global growth in mobile
penetration will slow to a10-yearlow
of 2.6 per cent. In developed coun-
tries, penetration will reach 121 per
cent. Thisyear, there willbe almost as
many mobile-cellular subseriptions
at 6.9 billionaspeople on Earth, more
than three-quarters of them or 5.4
billion in the developing world and
more than half or 3.6 billion in the
Asia-Pacific region.
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Channel 7, NBTC
battle in court

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE IMPOSITION of licence fees on
analog TV operators has become a
new flashpoint of contention
between the broadcasting regula-
torand the country’s leading tele-
vision station, Channel 7 asit fears
it might be double-charged.

Yesterday the Central
Administrative Court held its first
hearing on the petition filed in July
by Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television, the operator of analog
terrestrial-based Channel 7.

BBTV had complained that the
regulation issued by the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
to levy fees for broadcasting serv-
ices was unfair, as under its televi-
sion concession with the Army, it
already had to pay a fee to the
Armv.
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It claimed there was noneed to
pay more fees under the NBTC's
licence-based regime.

Under the Broadcasting
Service Act, a holder of a state
broadcasting concession will be
protected until its concession
term expires. The concession
holder will also get a fee waiver
from the NBTC.

Last year BBTV and Bangkok
Entertainment Co, the operator of
analog Channel 3, asked for further
clarification of this fee-waiving
issueif they obtained a licence to
operate an analog terrestrial TV
channel, but there still has been no
answer.

Supinya Klangnarong, an NBTC
member, said yesterday that under
another broadcasting act, the
NBTC was obligated to collect fees
from both analog and digital ter-
restrial broadcasting licence hold-
a ,

rs. ;

Under the NBTC's fee regula-
tion, a licence holder must pay 2
per cent of its gross income asan
annual licence fee and 2 per cent
fora research and development
fund for broadcasting.
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