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Spectrum auctions urged

Satellite dishes stand at Thaicom headquarters in Nonthaburi. The country’s

Satellites: Council of
State proposal to NBTC

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Council of State has proposed that the
national telecom regulator consider allo-
cating spectrum use for commercial sat-
ellite service through auctions to comply
with international law.

The proposal, however, was against
current satellite industry practices set by
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), sug-
gesting the NBTC has no right to auction
arbital slots as Thailand could not declare
its sovereignty in orbital space.

As a result, the regulator also has no
right to auction off spectrum used for
satellite service. In addition, the satellite
business has been fully liberalised for
several years.

P, & i

NBTC commissioner Prawit Lee-
sathapornwongsa said the NBTC stelecom
committee needed to take the Council of
State’s proposal into consideration early
next year as it was part of the commit-
tee's responsibilities.

Under current practice, if a satellite
service provider wants to launch a satel-
lite, the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Ministry must start
procedures with the International Tel-
ecommunication Union (ITU) to reserve
an orbital position and frequency before
launching a satellite.

The satellite company needs to receive
approval from the NBTC before operating
the service.

Mr Prawit said if the government and
the NBTC backed the Council of State’s
suggestion, Thaicom Plc — Thailand's sole
satellite service provider — is likely to be
hit hard.

Ekachai Phakduron, vice-president for

corporate affairs at Thaicom, disagreed

News ID: C-141215001079 (15 Dec 14/06:00)
¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

4 : i el
sole satellite service provider could be hit hard if the
goverment and NBTC back the proposal to auction off satellite frequency in order to comply with international laws. BLOOMBERG

with the Council’s proposal, saying the
ITU has played a critical role in facilitat-
ing satellite operations by assigning sat-
ellite orbits and managing the interna-
tional spectrum.

“Allocation of orbital slots and spec-
trum, two resources used by communi-
cations satellites, are under the authority
ofthe ITU," he said, adding that the NBTC
has no power to auction off the spectrum.

Furthermore, the 2010 Frequency

Allocation Act stipulates that the satellite
business falls under a licensing regime.

Thaicom obtained a 30-year concession
from the ICT Ministry to provide satellite
services. The concession is due to expire
in seven years.

Jesada Sivaraks, secretary to the NBTC's
vice-chairman, said Thailand’s satellite
business has been fully liberalised. Thai-
com was protected from domestic com-
petition under government concessions
only in the first eight years of operations.
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Any interested companies can apply for
a satellite licence from the NBTC to pro-
vide satellite services. But Mr Jesada said
there had been no application for alicence,
saying the satellite business required large
investment and highly skilled personnel
and operations.

In addition, Mr Jesada said Thailand
has no satellite orbital slot filing with the
ITU. Anyinterested companies must file a
reservation for an orbital slot with the ITU
on a first come, first served basis.
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Digital-TV news channels turn focus on segmentation as competition heats up

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

IN PREPARATION for intense com-
petition next year in the television
broadcasting industry, major news
channelson terrestrial digital-TV plat-
forms are focusing more on segmen-
tationstrategies, offering programmes
to more specific audiences in order to
attract more advertising revenue.
While the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
reserved seven of the 24-terrestrial dig-
ital-TV channelsfor news, in reality all
players are offering news programmes,
albeit in different proportions.
Channels specifically licensed to
operate underthe news category must
provide information and educational

programmes for at least 50 per cent of
their overall air-time, while those in the
variety and family categories mustaallo-
cate at least 25 per cent to such pro-
gramming.

Adisak Limprungpatanakij, presi-
dent of National Broadcasting Corp -
the operator of Nation TV - said that
not only would the seven news chan-
nels on digital terrestrial platforms
compete with each other, but they also
had to “catch the same eyeballs” with
other digital-TV players in the variety
and family categories.

Market leaders such as Channel 7
and Channel 3 have also continued to
put more focus on news programmes
as well as entertainment program-
ming, in order to maintain their audi-
ence base and revenue after the birth

of terrestrial digital-TV channels.

Withastronglegacyinherited from
the 60-year-old Thai Rath dailynews-
paper, Thairath TV, adigital-TV chan-
nel for high-definition variety pro-
grammes, is also recognised as a lead-
ingtop newsstation byaudiencesafter
six operational months, he said.

Watchara Vacharapol, chiefexecu-
tive officer of Triple V Broadcast, the
operator of Thairath TV, said in a pre-
vious interview that to strengthen this
leading position in news coverage next
vear, the station would work closely
withitsaffiliate, Thai Rath, to produce
more comprehensive local news.

To cope with such intense compe-
tition from big players, Adisak said he
had prepared content and marketing
strategies to expand news consumers

into young audiences, aged below 30.

“Next month is the right time to
rebrand and re-image Nation TV, he
said, adding that it would offer more
choicessuch asvariety shows on week-
ends, sport programmes, and shows
for teenagers, on top of its hard-news
programmes.

More content partners

The company chief also said more
content partners were coming to
Nation TV.

Forexample, Siam Sport Syndicate
will provide sports programmes for the
station, Rose Media and
Entertainment will produce pro-
grammes targeting teens, while U-
Channel will help Nation TV reach
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university students by creating the
“Campus TV” show. “We hope that
those non-news programmes will be
able to reach a wider audience base in
the near future,” said Adisak.

Another news station, Voice TV, is
focusing on a similar target.

After the channel’s latest manage-
ment reshuffle, new chief executive
officer Makin Petplai said that under
his administration, Voice TV had high
hopes of expanding its audience to
first-time job seekers.

Voice TV’s strong audience base
largely covers working people above
the age of 35, who earn more than
Bt30,000 per month on average.

However, itneedsawideraudience,
and therefore plans to offer three new
programmes aimed at the young job-

seeker sector - a news commentary
segment, “Club Jobber” and “U
Debate” - he said.

The newscommentarywillbeaired
from 9.30pm to 11pm, followed by the
other two shows.

Moreover, Makin said Bt600 mil-
lion had been set aside for content
development and production costs
next year, an increase from this year’s
Bt400-million budget.

Meanwhile, newcomers Bright TV
and New TV share the same goal, with
both aiming to become alternative
quality news stations.

Amongtheirtoppriorities nextyear
isto publicisethemselvesinkey media,
in line with offering quality pro-
grammes to attract more viewers and
advertising revenue.
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NBTC urges Thai
rice, Chinese
set-top boxes
barter deal

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE national broadcasting and tele-
com regulator will propose to the
government that it exchange Thai
rice for Chinese-made digital TV set-
top-boxes as a government-to-gov-
ernment deal.

National Broadecasting and
Telecommunications Commission
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said that early this month the
Chinese embassy in Thailand wrote
to the watchdog to inform it that
China wanted to make the trade on
agovernment-to-government basis.
Takorn said that this proposal cor-
responded with the watchdog’s plan
to procure 5 million set-top boxes for
the 5 million households with no
registered ownership, such as gov-
ernment homes for state officials.

He said the government needed
to consider the proposal.

Ifapproved, the NBTC would ask
the Department of Provineial
Administrative to call the bid to pro-
cure the boxes for Bt690.

The NBTC has given away over 6
million coupons, each worth Bt690,
so households can redeem them to
receive a set-top box or buy a digital
TV to support Thailand’s transition
into the digital TV era. So far only
1.6 million coupons have been
redeemed.
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