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Headline: TV operators fight rule change

TV operators fight rule change

Satellite, cable firms
threaten legal action

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Satellite and cable TV network providers
yesterday submitted a letter to the National
Reform Council (NRC) requesting recon-
sideration of an amended regulation cov-
ering the channel numbering system.

The change is expected to be approved
by the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
board tomorrow.

The Satellite TV Network Operators

Club, Satellite TV Association of Thailand
and Cable TV Trading Association have
requested justification for the change from
the NRC’s media reform commission
chaired by Chumpol Rodkhamdee.

Manop Tokarnka, president of the Sat-
ellite TV Network Operators Club, said the
current regulation on channel numbering
was a compromise between digital and
satellite TV channels.

The regulation allows operators to
arrange the first 10 channels freely on their
own, so satellite and cable TV platforms
have different channel line-ups.

But the new regulation, ifapproved, will
require all satellite and cable TV platforms
to reserve the first 36 channels for digital.

“We will be hurt and TV viewers

News ID: C-141216001094 (16 Dec 14/06:04)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

confused again,” Mr Manop said.

The 11th to 46th channels must cur-
rently be reserved for 36 digital TV chan-
nels (12 public and 24 commercial).

Mr Manop said satellite and cable
network operators had followed the rule,
and their subscribers had become familiar
with the channel numbers.

Changing the numbering system fre-
quently may create confusion among
subscribers, who could then complain a
lot, he said.

The channel numbers are arranged by
over-the-air software, which is created by
satellite TV operators.

The software is their intellec-
tual property.

“If the amended channel numbering
system takes effect, then we’ll have to file
a lawsuit with the Central Administrative
Court against this unfair regulation,” Mr
Manop said.

The NBTC’s broadcasting panel
approved the amendment last month.

The change has divided TV opera-
tors. While digital operators support the
amendment because they will benefit from
a similar channel line-up on every plat-
form, satellite and cable network providers
fiercely oppose it.

Channel numbering is a key factor
for TV operators to build awareness and
understanding among viewers and earn
revenue from an advantageous channel
number that can access a wider group
of viewers.
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NBTC to clarify regulations
on home shopping channels

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) hopes to
boost the value of the broadcasting industry
by clarifying regulations covering TV home
shopping channels.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC's broadcasting committee, said TV
home shopping wasa distinct category that
must be regulated.

With its specific features, it must be
defined differently from normal broadcast-
ing, which earns revenue from advertising,
he said.

NBTC regulations cover four categories
of broadcasting services — facility pro-
vider, network provider, service provider
and applications.

The regulation on applications is divided
into three licence categories — SMS, TV
ratings and TV home shopping operators.

The regulator defines TV home shop-
ping as an infomercial that uses TV chan-
nels as retail space to sell products.

“TV home shopping could see the
broadcasting industry grow by more than
two or three times in value if we regulated

News ID: C-141216001095 (16 Dec 14/06:04)
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itin the right direction with good support,”
Col Natee said.

Regulations on TV infomercials would
be in line with the government’s digi-
tal economy policy aimed at driving the
economy through the use of digital tools,
and broadcasting is one avenue to promote
online shopping.

This would enable small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) to gain more
channels at lower cost to promote and sell
their products instead of paying large sums
to rent airtime. The NBTC expects to issue
the regulation on home shopping next year.

South Korea was the first country to
recover from the 1997 financial crisis.

It learned SMEs are the key to an eco-
nomic revival that spurred the country to
become a global economic leader. South
Korean SMEs have used home shopping
channels as a springboard to having a for-
eign presence.

“The interesting point of South Korea
is how to design the regulation to sup-
port operators, not obstruct them,” Col
Natee said.

The benefits will be received by all parties
in the value chain, not only the operators.
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1,800MHZ THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission

plans to complete the auction of the

1,800-megahertz telecom spectrum

within seven months of receiving the
: green light from the junta.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said recently that

next month the commission would
e ; ask the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO) for approval to
open bidding for the 1,800MHz

licences in July or August, to be fol-
lowed by the 900MHz frequency of

i Advanced Info Service (AIS).
The new time frame was drafted
last week for the auctions of the com-
p bined 1,800MHzbands of TrueMove

and Digital Phone Co (DPC) as well
as AIS’s 900MHz band.

- The NBTC wanted to reallocate
the bands this year, but the military
regime ordered a suspension pend-
‘ing clarification of the plan.

Private operators have urged the
government to make these auctions

AFTER GOVT APPROVAL, ALLOCATION OF Happensas oo s posbleger that
SPECTRUM TO FACILITATE 4G BROADBAND eration wireless broadband service,

The NBTC has set up a working

team tostudy what other benefitsthe

SPECTRUM AUCTION Sovinste SRillage ol L R RS D

revenue from the up-front licence

compliance with 5
TIME FR AME ficence reqiremants payment and new network invest-
ment. The study should be ready by
 4.25

next month. Recently Total Access

S : sl Communi-cation (DTAC)said ithad

bl sl Aot tion entered talks with CAT Telecom to

- 5 o ik return the unused 25MHz portion of

its 1,800MHz frequencytothe NBTC

for the auction together with the

e : - 1,800MHz frequency of TrueMove-

ianmovaboltie 0.5 ALIEIR Blaa DPC and the 900MHz frequency of
- regulations = L T AIS. The talks are still going on.

A : An NBTC source said the com-

mission might prefer to auction the

spectra of TrueMove, DPC and AIS

month

Puiblic
higarings ”

,Ffs;i}ii:s'ﬁing the regulations 0 Z
" in the Royal Gazette V-

2 REgu'Et?fY first. Ifitincludestheunused 25MHz,
$ preparation it will have to adjust the auction plan
& process ~and might fail to complete the auc-
‘ . awarding tion within the intended seven
Source: The Nation NATION GRAPHICS months.
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Theauctionplanofthe1,800MHz
of TrueMove-DPC had cleared the
public-hearing step and was waiting
onlyforthe NBTCtoapproveitwhen
it was suspended by the NCPO.

Takorn said there would be some
changes in the draft plan for the
1,800MHz auction, including the
details of reserve price and licence
term. According to the existing draft,
there will be two licences with
12.5MHz bandwidth each and an
Bt11.6-billion starting reserve price.
The licence term is 17 years.

The 900MHz auction plan is still
waitingforapublichearing, Itsexist-
ing reserve price is Bt8.44 billion for
the 7.5MHzband and Bt11.26 billion
forthe remaining 10MHzband. They
will have the same licence term of 15
years.
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