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Unfinished tasks await
regulator this year

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will
push for fourth-generation (4G) mobile
service auctions and issue at least three
licences for state-administered digital TV
channels in the next 12 months.

Those plans will be the NBTC's top pri-
orities this year.

The telecom regulator will have to finish
the 4G auctions for 42.5 MHz of spectrum
by August, as the mobile concession for the
900-MHz spectrum held by Advanced Info
Service Plc expires on Sept 30, said NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

The NBTC has informed the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) that
the commission will revise details related to
the 4G auctions and their procedure.

Last July 17, the NCPO ordered the
planned 4G auctions to be postponed for
a year, meaning the NBTC could start the
auction process this July.

“The 4G auctions should be done strictly
this year, as they will enhance telecom
infrastructure to accommodate the digitally
driven economy and the country’s future

4G AUGTION IN VIEW

NBTC will focus on 4G spectrum auctions
and the issuance of three licences for state-
administered channels this year. B2

economic growth,” Mr Takorn said.

In 2014, the NBTC had planned to put
42.5 MHz of spectrum, comprising 25 MHz
of the 1800-MHz spectrum and 17.5 MHz
of the 900-MHz spectrum, up for auction
in August and November.

But the junta’s order to delay 4G auctions
for one year gave the NBTC a chance to
amend several impractical sections of the
Frequency Allocation Act.

Mr Takorn said that if the NCPO gave the
NBTC the green light to move ahead with
the 4G auctions, preparations would likely
finish in June and the auctions could take
place in August.

The new draft of the information memo-
randum for the 1800 and 900 MHz alloca-
tions must clear procedural hurdles such as
public hearings, NBTC board approval and
publication in the Royal Gazette.

Mr Takorn said 4G auctions in August
could prevent problems for the remain-
ing 2G users on 900 MHz after the end of
AlIS's concession.

If the auctions were held later than Sep-
tember, the NBTC would need measures
in place to handle ongoing services for the
remaining 2G users.

Asoflast Sept 30, AIS had 5.1 million 2G
users on the 900-MHz spectrum out 0f43.8
million subscribers overall.

In the area of broadcasting, the NBTC
plans to set aside at least three licences
for state-administered digital TV chan-
nels in the next 12 months after facing a
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A worker cleans
the Thai PBS

logo. The NBTC is
considering adding
at least three more
channels to the
state-administered
category. SOMCHAI
POOMLARD

six-month delay.

The NBTC this year will focus on the
allocation of state-administered chan-
nel licences after the easing of regulatory
uncertainty and conflicts between the regu-
lator and commercial TV channels.

Some 7 million households in 45 prov-
inces have received subsidy vouchers for
set-top boxes and digital-ready television
sets. The redemption rate is 38% so far.

The broadcasting committee yesterday
considered granting Channel 10 (in the dig-
ital system) a state-administered channel
to provide public understanding about the
government and parliament.

The operator of Channel 10 would be a
government agency, a non-profit group or
an educational institution.

The criteria for selecting the opera-
tor will consider financial resources,
suitable TV programming and effective
channel management.

Applicants must submit their TV pro-
gramming, target viewer groups and ideas
for promoting public participation. Content
must be in line with viewer demand.

The licence will be granted for 15 years,
divided into two phases. The first phase
will last four years, after which the regula-
tor will renew the licence for 11 years if the
channel operator does not violate broad-
casting rules and has no legal punishment.

The Thai parliament has already submit-
ted its application for a state-administered
channel to the NBTC. Parliament currently
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runs its own satellite channel and wants a
public-purpose digital TV licence.

The category of public and state-admin-
istered TV includes 12 channels. The first
three have been allocated to the army-
owned Channel 5, the Public Relations
Department’s Channel 11 and Thai PBS.

The fourth channel is reserved for a Thai
PBS children’s channel after its analogue
switch-off process is complete.

The remaining eight channels are still in
the allocation process.

The fifth channel is designed to pro-
mote education, science, technology and
the environment.

The sixth channel is for religion, art, cul-
ture and agriculture.

The seventh channel will promote
health, sports and quality of life.

The eighth channel is for state security
and the ninth channel for public security.

The 10th channel is for parliament,
while the 11th channel will promote the
democracy-under-monarchy regime.

The 12th channel will provide informa-
tion for the disabled and children.

Mr Takorn said the licences would
be doled out using the “beauty contest”
method, which could lead to discord if there
is no clear criteria for granting the licences.
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Phone users cautiously back

mandatory SIM registration

TELECOM REGULATOR TO ASK CABINET TO MAKE THIS PART OF SECURITY POLICY TO FORCE PEOPLE TO SIGN UP

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

MANY people voiced support yes-
terday for the telecoms regulator’s
plan to make it mandatory to reg-
ister all mobile-phone SIM cards
for security reasons, but they also
cautioned about possible violations
of personal rights.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has said it will ask Cabinet
toapproveaplantoregister prepaid
mobile phone users as part of the
national security policy.

" Itwill also adopt the plan to use
mobile phone numbers as person-
al ID for access to public Internet
nationwide. .

NBTC secretary general Takorn
Tantasith said the agency would
propose the plan, known as “Single
Sign On’, to Cabinet to enact the
registration process within six
months.

Takorn said the policy wasaimed
at preventing the use of mobile
phones in any way that could cause
damage to the country or forillegal
purposes.

The policy would also help state
agenciestoshutdown websites with
lese majeste content and content

that could affect national security.
These kinds of websites break
Article 112 of the criminal code.

The NBTC has paid particular
attention to mobile phone SIM reg-
istration as a matter of national
security over .the  years.
Unregistered SIMs have been used
by terrorists to plantbombs, as well
as for fraudulent and illegal busi-
nesses.

Years ago, the NBTC imposed
regulations requiring operators to
register the details of people who
buynew prepaid SIM cards but few
consumerscooperated, as they were
reluctant to provide copies of their
ID cards. The telecom firms have
faced daily fines for failing to reg-
ister prepaid users.

Of 110 million mobile-phone
numbers currently in use in
Thailand, 90 per cent are prepaid.
But only about 10 per cent of the
prepaid users are registered.

“Two-shots’ application

“SIM registrationisthefirststep
to force all to have individual num-
bers, thenthenextstepisthe‘Single
Sign On’ policy,” Takorn said.

The policy will require users of
mobilephonestoregistertheiruser
name and password to access the
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Internet on all networks nation-
wide.

The NBTC introduced its “two-
shots”application forsmart-phone
devices to telecom operators in the
middle of last year to facilitate the
registration process. As partofthis,
operators who sell SIM cards will
download this application onto
their mobile phones. They will use
the app to take a picture of the SIM
card code and the buyer’s ID card.

The app will then immediately
send data to the NBTC’s computer
server, connected with the servers
of the five telecom operators. The
NBTC server will verify the identi-
ty-card information and, if correct,
send the verified data back to the
telecom operator’s server, to acti-
vate the SIM card.

The data will not be stored on
mobile phones of shop staff, so buy-
ers need not worry about security.
Expats who don’t have Thai ID
cards can use passports,

However, only 1.3 million users
have registered using this app.

All mobile operators said they
back the policy but they want the
government to make it a national
policy to force people to comply.

Phone users said the authorities
should be careful when citing “secu-
rity” as the reason to enforce the
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law, saying it should not be an
excuse for the government to
infringe on users’ privacy. But the
government should make the SIM
card registration process as easy as
possible to facilitate the estimated
20 million tourists who visit
Thailand forshort periods who buy
local SIM cards to use while here.

Some said the NBTC should
improve its law enforcement. The
law exists but the regulators can’t
enforce the law and SIM cards are
too easy to buy.

Prinya Hom-anek, acybersecu-
rity specialist, said SIM card regis-
tration should have been done a
longtime ago. Many countries, such
as Japan and Singapore, also have
this kind of law. Other countries do
not enforce SIM card registration
because they have lawful intercept
rules. Lawful interceptionisa “grey
area” between national security and
people privacy. Some countries,
such as South Korea, require that
not only every SIM card is regis-
tered, but also every mobile phone
[IMEI or International Mobile
Station Equipment Identity].

However, he said, the regulator
needs to be transparent and it
should be investigated regularly.

Arthit Suriyawongkul coordi-
natorof Thai Netizen Network, said
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the processtoidentifyuserswasstill '

dubious. He doubted if using ID
numbers to register SIM cards was
anefficient processtoidentifyusers,
“To use ID numbers for [any
kinds of ] registration is not the
right answer. In the past, for exam-
ple, they enforced use of ID num-
bers to register for playing online
games [to prevent children playing
toomuch]. Itdid notsolvethe prob-
lembecause children use others'ID
numbers to register. It's similar for
registering SIM cards with ID
numbers, youcannot prove that the
right person is registering with their
own ID number,” Arthit said.
“Therearequestionson whether
registering a SIM card [ withan ID
number] is the right solution to
really prevent or solve the problem
of cyber security. For example, to
enforce SIM card registrationinthe
South to prevent [ them being used
tosetoff Jbombs, itcannotsolvethe
problem, the bombs still occur”
Chyu Srimattayakul said the
government and NBTC should
conduct a public awareness cam-
paign tolet people know how many
countries around the world require
SIM cards toberegistered and how
they do that. The problem in
Thailand isthat users can use other
people’s details when registering.
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