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Saree Ongsomwang, National Reform Coun-
TH EY s AI D IT cil, after the NRC voted 211-3 to torce mobile
h ies to switch f -minut
S G ?o 82:3_ :ggﬁzngﬁﬁng.sm ch from per-minute
[1]
WE ARE ASKING THE THAI
GOVERNMENT TO KEEPITS ~ "MOBILE PHONE FEES ...
PROMISE.” SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE
Suh Seung-hwan, South Korean NBTc »
minister of land, infrastruc- "
ture and transport, miffed Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha,
at the regime’s award A5 = prime minister and NCPO
of railway construction = chief, is unimpressed by
contracts to China. the focus of his
NRC on per-call
phone prices and
“THERE ARE OTHER consumer “reform”.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SOUTH KOREA.” “THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
Pridiyathorn Devakula, CONSIDER CHANGING ITS
deputy prime minister, / ECONUM'C TEAM »
dismisses the ; ) i
Korean concem. [ A Worachai Hema. former Pheu Thai MP. says
~ the performance has been poor until now.
[1 L]
WE URGE YINGLUCK'S “[T'S MERELY 600D LUCK
TRAVELTOBANGKOK™ ~ peoyre
Gen Prawit Wongsuwan, deputy prime ) ]
minister and defence minister, said people Yongyuth Chalamwong of the Th_alland
could support her from their homes. Development and Research Institute on
paltry research funding for the ministries of
cn 0 c commerce, finance and labour.
[1]
[F THE ECONOMI
SITUATION DOESN'T “WE ARE NOT CONFIDENT
IMPROVE.” THE REMAINING ARTWORKS
Abhisit Vejjajiva, ex-prime minister, on when WII_I_ BE SAFE G
the going will get tough for the National S
Council for Peace and Order. K_Iaoma_lrd Yipintsoi, on closing the garden
displaying her mother’s works, after the theft
of Coy Girl, the last and unfinished statue by
“WE CALL ON THE NATIONAL ~  Visiom Viintso
COUNCIL FOR PEACE AND
ORDER T0 ENSURE THE
ISSUE IS SOLVED QUICKLY.”
News ID: C-150111001006 (1 1Jan 1 5/06:38) Page: 1/1

7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/7 DAYS

Date: Sunday 11 January 2015

Volume: - No: - Page: 2(Top)

Col.Inch: 70.44  Ad Value: 105,660 PRValue (x3): 316,980
Column: THE BIG ISSUE: HOLD ON, ONE SECOND (FIVE SATANG)

Clip: Full Color

THE BIG ISOUE:

e

» For nine years, Thailand has torn itself
apart in slow-motion, red-yellow-blue
street protests, killings, arson and mil-
itary coups, shutdowns, violence from
South to North, dirty politics, back-stab-
bing businesses. And after five months of
investigation, the 2014 National Reform
Council identified and voted 211-3 that
the primary issue needing reform, the first
problem that, once fixed, will bring peace
to the country.

mobile phone charges.

stopped charging three baht for the
first minute of a phone call and instead
charged five satang per second, said
NRC member and statistician Saree
Ongsomwang — who incidentally thinks
all people in 2015 still pay three baht for
a brief phone call — every caller could
save dozens of satang just by keeping
their calls under a minute. Sort of like,
if taxis charged by the metre instead of
the 35-baht, flag-fall kilometre, people
would save seven baht by keeping their
trips to 800 metres.

put in promotions of by-the-second
charges, which of course (heh-heh) also
adjusted other charges to account for it.
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, who

s
HOLD ON, ONE SECO
(FIVE SATANG)

W ™ —
PHOTOS: THINKSTOCK
thought up the whole idea of the NRC it to them good and hard. But what the
last August, wondered publicly what the  NRC failed to see last week was that its
heck his people were smoking, andwould  jihad against mobile telephone firms is
they please getback to actualreformand  essentially meaningless. Worse, it side-
leave telecoms to the telecoms people. He  lined all other important reforms needed
specifically spoke of the National Broad-  to repair and heal the nation.
casting and Telecommunications Com- The actual telecoms issue, with virtu-
mission (NBTC), which can use some  ally no connection with national reform
fixing but not via national reform. efforts, is not the cost of a 42-second
Ms Saree may not have seen the thou-  phone call, but moving beyond voice calls
sands of phone-company web pages, entirely. Less than 50% oftelephone traf-
And that issue is the rounding up of posters and media adverts detailing fic is already “non-voice” — email, Line
current calling rates in dozens of possi- messages, YouTube views, Facebook
If the greedy phone companies ble plans. These days, most include the  postings, on and on. Ms Saree may not
internet. But voice calls typically run 55  do it, but millions make voice calls on
satang per first-and-additional minuteon  Line, without paying a satang.
Dtac for example, 99 satang on a current And last week, Gen Prayut explained
True Move package. his huge shrug about the voice call “prob-
Butlet'’s cut to the chase. “Solving” the  lem” by revealing next decade’s vision.
problem of high charges for voice calls on The cabinet released details of new
the telephone ranks right up there with  laws that it insists are required to have
solving the problem of Tamagotchi in  a digital economy. The NBTC released
the classrooms. It’s as vital to the nation’s  details of how it will help, by having an
political reform programme as (caution:  auction to finally put 4G service into Thai-
Pibulsonggram reference ahead) con- land. In effect, the NBTC announced it
vincing wives that they must kiss their ~ was preparing to confront and even defy
husbands each morning to send them the military regime over 4G.
Within the day, phone companies off to work in a good mood. The NBTC has a surprisingly strong
To paraphrase the acerbic US media  case. Youcan't find a person in the coun-
critic HL Mencken, reform is the theory  try who opposes 4G, and the regulators
that a military government knows what  will go into a fight against the regime
the common people want and will give armed with the full weight of public
Page: 1/2
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opinion. Of course, both sides have egos
far too large for the task at hand, so may
the least unpopular side win.

The NBTC, which ran arguably the
world’s worst spectrum auction to put
the country on 3G phones, wants to run
an auction for 4G bandwidth, around
July or August. No one knows where the
army obtained the container of chutzpah
needed to claim that only it can institute
a national “digital economy”. (One of the
primary needs, by the way, is a much
harsher law on computer security to
increase the clampdown on all that free
speech on the internet.)

Consumers love the fast YouTube
streaming of 4G, and instant webpage
downloads. Companies need 4G even
more. If the military again blocks 4G, as
it did last July, it will face huge pushback
from the primary, influential businesses
in Thailand.

The irony of the week was that Gen
Prayut’s own National Reform Council
voted last week to solve the wrong prob-
lem. Without doubt, reform is needed,
butlowing the rate of a 47-second phone
conversation solves no known national
problem: Not police incompetence,
bureaucratic corruption, human traf-
ficking, government graft, tax avoidance
... and so many others.
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