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Foreign tourists pass a tangle of overhead power lines on Khao San Road. Officials have proposed putting

and broadcasting cables underground. NATTAPOL LOVAKIJ

Unsightly wires could vanish

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator is urging
the government to replace existing power
cables with underground lines in order to
remove the clutter of overhead utility wires
and ease excess loading.

All existing overhead power, telecommu-
nications and broadcasting cables should
be grouped into a single platform below
ground, said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

The initiative is aimed at preventing the
possible collapse of concrete power poles
as they carry an excessive load of utility
lines, Mr Takorn said after meeting 40 tel-
ecom licensees and three state electricity
authorities yesterday.

“Laying all lines underground will also
pave the way for the development of a
digital economy, as more and more tel-
ecoms and broadcasting companies need
to expand their network coverage to serve
the policy,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Metropolitan Electricity
Authority (MEA) is on the verge oflaying its
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power lines and cables underground after
starting the project in 2011.

The project has proceeded step by step
with no disruption, an MEA source said.

Mr Takorn said having power lines
placed underground improved the scenic
beauty of cities.

He said most telecoms and broadcasters
rented cement poles from the MEA and the
Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) to lay
their telecommunications wires, cables and
optical fibre lines together with the electric-
ity authorities’ power lines.

Under Section 39 of the Frequency Allo-
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cation Act, telecom licensees have the right
to negotiate with any companies to lay their

network lines.

But the state electricity enterprises have
denied requests from telecoms wanting to
rent their poles to lay lines, as the state
agencies say their poles can no longer sup-

port the weight of new lines.

The MEA said it had started laying elec-
tric lines underground in some areas on a
trial basis and could not allow any more

networks on top of its poles.

Mr Takorn said a resolution on the

underground power grids must be reached
soon, as the dispute posed a threat to the
government’s digital economy policy.

He said telecoms and broadcasting firms
had agreed in principle that the govern-
ment should ask prospective state authori-
ties, especially the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA), to oversee the issue
and jointly invest with the private sector.

Tens of billion of baht will be required for
construction of an underground system, Mr

Takorn acknowledged.

He said the BMA would be the most
likely authority to take responsibility for
the project, as it has the authority to grant
permission for activity in Bangkok.

TOT Plc and CAT Telecom are other
potential partners that could jointly invest

in the underground project.

The NBTC will hold its next meeting in
mid-February before submitting a proposal
to the National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPOQ) for consideration, Mr Takorn said.

The NCPO may have to enact a new law

to carry out the project.

The law would see to it that all relevant
parties moved in the same direction.
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Sole agency wanted for
installation of permits

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission will ask the National Council for Peace
and Order to assign a single agency from which telecom and
broadcasting operators can apply for permits to install fibre optic
and cable networks on a one-stop-service basis.

NBTC Secretary General Takorn Tantasith said the outcome
was the result of a meeting yesterday between the NBTC office
and telecom operators and broadcasters on the issue of right of

way. The office will submit this request to the junta in the middle .

of next month.

Currentlythe operatorshavetoask forthe permitsfrom anum-
ber of state agencies and are subject to their different regulations.

Takorn said the NBTC office had to hurry up solving this prob-
lem in order to support the digital economy plan of the govern-
ment.

Thejuntamighthavetoissueanewlawtoassignastateagency
to do this one-stop-service task, he said.

Theoffice will reduce the time it takes to approve permits from
30 to 15 days, he added.

Some telecom operators and broadcasters have also experi-
enced problems with network expansion as the Electricity
Generating Authority of Thailand and the Metropolitan Electricity
Authority do not allow them to hang networks on poles in areas
where the poles can no longer carry the weight of the networks.

Both state power agencies also remove power lines so they are
underground, meaning there are no more poles on which oper-
ators can hang their networks.

The agencies can permit only state telecom agencies, not pri-
vate companies, to install networks in underground viaducts.
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NBTC mulls changes to set-top box scheme after shaky start

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) is
considering better ways to probe alleged
irregularities in individual licence fee pay-
ments of set-top box firms.

The move comes after regulators dis-
covered set-top box makers were trying
to avoid paying the full amount of licence
fees, said Sombat Leelapatta, acting deputy
secretary-general of the NBTC.

He said set-top box makers had avoided
paying licence fees by using subsidiaries or
proxy companies to apply for licences from
the NBTC for broadcasting services such as
selling set-top boxes.

The proxy companies reported annual
revenue much lower than the actual take,
Mr Sombat said, adding that some com-
panies claimed revenue of just 1 million
baht a year.

The NBTC's broadcasting committee is
also considering charging a licence fee for
companies that sell only set-top boxes, as
the business is categorised as a broadcast-
ing service.

“It's unfair for small broadcasting

companies who have completely com-
plied with our rules and are paying fees,
while those large firms are avoiding the

payments,” Mr Sombat said.

The NBTC estimates it could realise
annual licence fees for set-top boxes of
more than 120 million baht a year, based
on research by a consulting firm that said
sales of set-top boxes could reach 3 billion
baht a year.

The broadcasting panel yesterday
also considered clarification of the must-
have rule in order to ease conditions for
the industry.

For instance, global sport events that
must be aired on free TV may be allowed
to broadcast via the cable and satellite
TV platforms.

The current rules state that global sport-
ing events must be aired only through
free TV.

The must-have rule encompasses seven
sporting events — the SEA Games, Asean
Para Games, Asian Games, Asian Para
Games, Olympics, Paralympics and final

News ID: C-150120001097 (20 Jan 15/06:18)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

round of the Fifa World Cup.

The NBTC has also floated an idea to
widen the criteria of set-top box vouchers
to redemption for satellite and cable TV
set-top boxes rather than merely the digital
terrestrial system.

The possible inclusion of satellite
and cable is in response to slower-than-
expected redemption rates for the digi-
tal vouchers.

So far, 2.6 million vouchers have been
redeemed after the NBTC distributed up
to 7 million.

The vouchers distributed in the first
batch will be valid for redemption on
May 31.

Mr Sombat said the NBTC would start
distributing the fourth batch of vouchers
for set-top boxes on Jan 28, with 600,000
vouchers going to households in Buri
Ram, Surin, Nakhon Si Thammarat and
Trang provinces.
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Annual fee mulled on sales
revenue of set-top boxes

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THEBROADCASTING committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission has
considered imposing an annual fee on
the revenue from the one-off sales of
satellite TV set-top boxes this year in
its move to regulate the business.

The NBTCacting deputy-secretary
general Sombat Leelapatasaid thatthe
committee assigned the NBTC office
towork outifthefee would beimposed
directly on companies that imported
the boxes for sales or on satellite net-
work operators.

The fee would target boxes sold on
aone-offbasisand withoutthe month-
ly subscription service fee.

All satellite TV network operators
areunderthe NBTC’slicensing regime.
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Some offer the set-top boxes with a
monthlysubscription fee and a one-off
sales basis, while some only sell the
boxes on a one-off basis. .

Sombat said that some satellite TV
broadcastershad set up subsidiariesto
market the non-subscription boxes.

However, he said that they report-
edly did not include revenue from the
box sales in their broadcasting service
revenueon the assumption that under
the NBTC licences they were subject
onlyto a service revenue payment, not
theequipment salesrevenue payment.

But the NBTC office believed that
they should include revenue from the
box sales as well.

Sombat added that the broadcast-
ing committeeagreed in principle with
the NBTC office’s proposal that rev-
enue from the one-off sales should be
subject to the fee.
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