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NBTC bill catches flak

‘Unfair advantage’
for military, agencies

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Legal and industry analysts have strongly
criticised the recent draft bill covering the
National Broadeasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC).

They claim it favours the military and
state agencies in frequency allocation and
management.

The draft bill is one of 10 recently pro-
posed by the Information and Communi-
cation Technology Ministry.

The analysts also oppose the use of
the beauty contest method to allocate
frequencies, saying it lacks transparency
and allows investors with strong political

connections to obtain frequencies at
low cost.

“The draft NBTC bill will not solve exist-
ing problems, particularly that of budget
transparency,” said Somkiat Tangkitvan-
ich, president of the Thailand Develop-
ment Research Institute.

He was speaking yesterday at a public
forum entitled “Frequency Resources and
Telecom Direction under the Digital Econ-
omy Laws” hosted by the NBTC.

Mr Somkiat agreed with the draft bill
dividing the roles between the National
Digital Economy Committee (NDEC),
which would set national policy, and the
NBTC, which would still play a regula-
tory role.

However, he expressed concern that the
bill would allow the NDEC to interfere in
allocating frequencies or reserve them for
specific agencies.

“Thiscreatesa riskofprivate companies
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with political connections obtaining fre-
quencies atlow cost, leading to a ‘pseudo-
concession, Mr Somkiat said.

He emphasised that the auction method
was the most practical. A total of 93 bil-
lion baht was generated from auctions for
third-generation and digital TV licences.

Mr Somkiat pointed out the US had
abandoned the beauty contest method, as
it was outdated and lacked transparency.

Prof Worapoj Wongkitrungruang, a
member ofthe non-governmental organi-
sation NBTC Policy Watch, said the draft
NRBTC bill would not only allow the NDEC
to intervene in frequency management but
also have the power to extend the return
of frequencies, particularly in the case of
state telecoms.

Most frequencies operated by state
enterprises have been underused, he said.

“This will also distort new frequency
allocations of 800, 850, 900, 2100 and 2300

megahertz,” Prof Worapoj said.

ProfSupot Tiarawut, a telecommunica-
tions expert at Chulalongkorn University,
said the new bill would allow the NDEC to
have power bypassing the Public-Private
Partnerships Act.

Saree Ongsomwang, a member of the
National Reform Council, said all the new
bills lacked consumer protection elements
but particularly the draft NBTC bill. Tt elim-
inates the NBTC's mandate to resolve con-
sumer complaints within 15 days.

“The draft should make impeachment
of NBTC members easier. Currently, the
NBTC isbad in terms of consumer protec-
tion,” she said.

Surangkana Wayuparb, chief executive
of the Electronic Transactions Develop-
ment Agency, said the Council of State was
likely to change its protocol by allowing
public hearings in its first revision under
its consideration process.
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Creations by young inventors will be presented.

What’s the big idea?

More than 600 innovations by local
and international inventors will be
displayed at “Inventors’ Day 2015’, at
the Impact Exhibition Hall 9, Muang
Thong Thani, from Monday until
Thursday.

The event is organised under the
theme “Creativity & Inspiration” by
the National Research Council of
Thailand (NRCT), to honour HM the
King and to mark HRH Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn’s 60th birthday.

The exhibits include work by stu-

An oil-absorbent pad made from popped rice, which can remove excess oil
from deep-fried foods.
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dents and researchers from the public
and private sectors, and award-win-
ning research and innovations. More
than 100 inventions from 13 countries
including Britain, Egypt, Iraq and
Romania will be on display.

Highlighted items include oil-ab-
sorbing pads for deep-fried foods,
packages made from papaya
fibre, a smartphone micro-
scope, a robot built to care
for the disabled and the
elderly, jewellery made from
silver clay and special learning
materials for children with learn-
ing disabilities.

Among the inventions created by
secondary and vocational students
are an alarm system for children
accidentally left in the car, durian
peelers and a combined walking stick
and chair.

Activities include seminars to pro-
mote a new generation of inventors,
vocational training and an inven-
tion contest.

The exhibition opens daily, from
8am to 7pm. There is no admission
fee. Visit inventors.nrct.go.th or
call 02-579-2288 or 02-561-2445
ext 551.
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AlS broadband

network set for

Bt40 bn boost

BT30 BILLION INVESTMENT TO BE SPENT ON
COVERAGE EXPANSION OF EXISTING 3G SERVICE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

Advanced Info Service (AIS) will
invest more than Bt40 billion this
year to expand its wireless and fixed-
line broadband networks.

Of that total, about Bt30 billion
will be used to expand coverage of its
existing third-generation wireless
broadband network to 29,000 sites
nationwide from 20,000 now, while
the rest will be invested on related
wireless networks and fixed-line
broadband.

AIShasalready invested Bt80 bil-
lion on expandingits 3G network over
the past two years.

“Weare chang[ Thaiforelephant],
which is generous and wise, and now
we would like to add an ‘e’ to make it
‘change’to bereadyto serve the future
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needs of Thai people,” company chair-
man Vithit Leenutaphong said dur-
ing his “AIS Vision 2015” announce-
ment yesterday.

Chief executive officer Somchai
Lertsuttiwong said the announced
budget of Bt4:0 billion did notinclude
the money AIS would set aside forthe
upcoming 4G spectrum licence auc-
tion ofthe National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

Somchaisaid AIS expected to out-

pace the rest of the industry this year

in every segment.

The total mobile-telecommunica-
tions industry is expected to expand
by 3 per cent this year to total Bt233
billion, while that of the smartphones
and other devices will grow 10 per
cent to Bt127 billion, and fixed-line
broadband by around 15 per cent to
Bt62 billion.
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AIS forecasts that this year the
industry’s total revenue from voice
services will drop by 5 per cent but
data revenue will surge by 200 per
cent. E ;

With its fixed-line broadband

AlS board chairman Vithit Leenutaphong, left, and CEO Somchai Lertsuttiwong announce the firm's 2015 vision yesterday.

service, AIS aims to reach 10 million
homes within five years. Currently,
AIS has a fibre-optics network
totalling 120,000 kilometres nation-
wide. There are only 5 million broad-
band Internet users in Thailand.
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This quarter, the firm plans to
launch the AIS Play Box, adigital TV-
Internet box to be connected to the
user’s television set so they can watch
any TV content and access data serv-
ices. .
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Auction system the best for allocating telecom, broadcast frequencies: say academics

ASINA PORNWASIN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

FREQUENCY allocation for broad-
casting and telecommunications
must be done through auctions only,
a public forum heard yesterday,
while some academics agreed with a
proposal to merge the telecom and
broadcast committees of the
National  Broadecasting and
Telecommunication Commission.
Somkiat Tangkitvanich, presi-
dent of the Thailand Development
Research Institute, said at an NBTC
forum on “Frequency Resources and
Direction of Communication under
the Digital Economy Bills” that auc-
tions were the best method for fre-

quency allocation. Other methods
relied on the discretion of authori-
tiesrather than considering the ben-
efits of the country. '
“Ifgovernment thinksthe [NBTC
frequency] auctions have problems,
the government should identify what
the problems are, and then adjust
the NBTC Bill accordingly to address
those problems, while still keeping
auctions as the main method of fre-
quency allocation,” he said.
Somkiat added that he agreed
with combining the NBTC'’s two
committees into one, since this
would be in line with the trend of
convergence of telecommunications
and broadcasting technology, and
providers of the two services.
However, the number of committee

members should be reduced from 11
to only seven or nine. This might
help get rid of underperforming
NBTC members as well.

Supot Tiarawut, director of
industrial liaison programme at
Chulalongkorn University’s engi-
neering faculty, agreed on these
points. ;

He said frequency allocation by
the selection method could lack
transparency, while the telecom and
broadcasting committees should be
combined.

The NBTC Fund should be
reserved for the support the telecom-
munication and broadcasting indus-
tries, he said.

Somkiat said solid and clear
guidelines should bein place on how

the fund is used. Its objectives should
not be too broad, which could also
lead to a lack of transparency.

“It is not important where the
fund is. The important point is to
have the solid.objective of using this
fund in ways that are transparent
and checkable, as well as undertak-
ing evaluations,” he said.

- The policy roles of the National
Digital Economy Commission and
the NBTCshould belinked. Somkiat
said the NDEC’s role would be to
determine national policy, while the
NBTC’s was to regulate that policy
as it saw fit.

Some of the details in the digital-
economy bills appear to go against
the draft constitution in terms of
media reform, according to a mem-
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ber of the National Reform Council.

In the afternoon session of yes-
terday’s forum, NRC member Wasan
Paileeklee said the public had no
chance to take part in the develop-
ment of the digital-economy bills,
which could have impact on people’s
rightsand freedoms. Wasan, amem-
ber ofthe NRC’s media reform com-
mittee, said that under the digital-
economy bills, the NBTC would no
longer be an independent organisa-
tion, as it would be under govern-
ment authority.

Moreimportant, accordingtothe
bills related to the assignment of
radio frequencies, the NBTC should
give first priority to government
bodies for publicservice, not to pub-
lic organisations.

Piyabutr Bunaramrueang, a lec-
turer at the Law School of the
University of the Thai Chamber of
Commerce, said it was an interna-
tional standard and principle to sep-
arate broadcasting and telecommu-
nications regulators from operators
and policy-makers in order to man-
age and regulate the industry under
free and fair competition. However,
he noted, under these bills, the
broadcasting and telecommunica-
tions regulator would be put under
a committee overseeing the nation-
al digital economy, which would
include operators such as TOT and
CAT Telecom and policy makers like

the Information and
Communication Technology
Ministry.
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NBTC, TELECOMS AGREE
ON PER-SECOND
CALL PACKAGE RATES

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
and five telecom operators agreed
yesterday that all their airtime call
packages launched after February
16 orMarch 1at the latest, depend-
ing on their readiness, will billona
per-second basis.

The five operators are Advanced
Info Service, Total Access
Communication (DTAC), True, TOT

“and CAT Telecom.

The average charge for second-
generation service must not exceed
99 satang per minute and for 3G on
the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum must
not exceed 84 satang per minute,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC.

Mabile-phone subscribers can
switch to these new packages free
of charge, unless they are bound by
their existing packages to stay with
the cellular network for a certain
period.
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