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Third digital plan revision

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
made a third revision of its radio-frequency
master plan draft for digital TV.

The revised master plan will be put for-
ward in April for public hearings.

This newest version is aimed at serving
the broadcasting industry when the simul-
cast period for analogue TV stations ends
this year.

At that time, digital TV network provid-
ers should have expanded their network
coverage in line with NBTC requirements
and improved all problems regarding poor
signals, an NBTC source said yesterday.

Many viewers, even in places already
under network coverage, have complained
of unclear digital signals.

On the other hand, digital network pro-
viders have been dealing with many tech-
nical problems that have delayed their
network expansions.

This latest revision of the draft contains
three major changes.

First, each digital TV network will see its
number of support stations rise to 132 from
114, while the number of main stations will
be maintained at 39.
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The increase of support stations will help
to solve the problem of poor signal trans-
mission in some remote areas.

The four network providers are MCOT,
Thai PBS, Channel 5 and the Public Rela-
tions Department.

NBTC member Supinya Klangnarong
said overall, digital network expansion
plans were making good progress, particu-
larly those of Thai PBS.

MCOT is moving forward with its equip-
ment procurement for network expansion
and is expected to meet NBTC require-
ments by May.

However, the Public Relations Depart-
ment has not shown any progress. The
NBTC board has levied a fine against the
department, which is appealing the penalty.

Second, the NBTC will now also require
each network provider to use the same site
to install network equipment, as this will
improve signal transmission and reduce
investment costs.

And third, each provider will have a two-
year installation plan for the 39 main sta-
tions, while installation of support stations
can be divided into three phases — 45in the
first phase, 38 more in the second, resulting
in 90% coverage nationwide, and the final
49 in the third for 95% coverage.
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Headline: NBTC worried over 1,800MHz auction delay WATCHDOG YET TO RECEIVE NOD FROM JUNTA...

The Nation

The Nation
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Ad Rate: 1,150

NBTC worried over 1,800MHz auction delay

WATCHDOG YET TO RECEIVE NOD FROM JUNTA TO RESUME PROCESS FOR 4G SPECTRUM BAND

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL broadcast and
telecom regulator’s office is con-
cerned that theimpending auction of
4G spectrum licences might be post-
poned to December oreven later after
initial expectations thatit would take
place midyear.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission is
yet to receive any signal from the
juntaonresume preparations forthe
auction.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral ofthe NBTC, said early this week
that the licensing body had contact-

ed the National Council for Peaceand
Order (NCPO) last month seeking
permission to resume the process to
auction off the 1,800-megahertz
spectrum bands of TrueMove and
Digital Phone Co (DPC). .

There has been no response from
the junta so far.

The 1,800MHz spectrum is the
international standard band for pro-
viding fourth-generation wireless
broadband service.

“We've been waiting for the green
light from the NCPO. If it lets us
resume the process to auction the
licences before July 17, we'll be able
to call the bids by the third quarter
of this year. Otherwise, the auction

will be delayed to December or even
later,” Takorn said.

The NBTC originally planned to
auction the 1,800MHz bandwidth
of both TrueMove and DPC in the
middle of last year, but last July 17
the junta ordered it to suspend the
auction for one year, pending com-
plete clarification of the auction
plan.

The telecom operators are hope-
ful of seeing the auction happen as
soon as possible to allow them to
acquire more bandwidth to serve ris-
ing demand for wireless Internet
service from their subscribers. They
also regard 4G as a key factor to
ensure the success of the govern-
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ment’s plan to promote a “digital
economy”. The government has
drafted 10 bills related to promotion
of the digital economy.

One of them appears to limit the
NBTC’s power to award only com-
mercial spectra, while that of assign-
ing spectra for public use will be
transferred from the commission to
a “digital economy committee”
planned by the military regime.

True Corp was the first telecom
operator in Thailand to offer com-
mercial 4G service, using the 2.1-
gigahertz spectrum, followed by
Total. Access Communication
(DTAC).

Advanced Info Service has yet to

launch a commercial 4G service.
According to AIS’s filing to the Stock
Exchange of Thailand about its 2014
financial performance, it expects the
1,800MHz auction to be held in the
third quarter of this year.

Since the suspension of the
1,800MHz spectrum auction last
July was through an NCPO order, a
telecom analyst estimated that AIS,
which hasthelargest subscriberbase
but with a relatively smaller spec-
trum bandwidth, could face a spec-
trum shortage from late 2015
onwards. If so, this might pave the
way for rivals DTAC and True, both
of which have more bandwidth and
smaller subscriber bases, to nab sub-
scribers from AIS, especially in urban
areas.
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