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4G spectrum auction woes hinder digital economy policy

POLICY FOCUS
Somkiat

Tangkitvanich

digital economy is one based
on the intensive use of infor-
mation and communications
technologies in production
sectors. It is crucial in boost-
ing the efficiency and competitiveness of
the Thai economy.

The so-called “new digital economy”
of today is different from the old digital
economy which initially came about
two decades ago. While the old one was
based on the use of personal computers
connected to the internet, the new one is
driven by the use of “smart” devices such
as smartphones and tablets which are
connected via wireless broadband and
3G services.

As most smart devices are generally
easier to use than PCs, such devices have
become tremendously popular among

users, including those who have never
used a computer or the internet before.
Smartphones and tablets have also
helped usher in many new businesses in
almost all areas of the economy, includ-
ing taxi services such as Uber and other
similar services.

It is estimated that there are 30-33
million smart devices in Thailand today.
The number is expected to double to 65
million within the next four years, which
will result in increasing demand for
greater bandwidth that exceed the capac-
ity of the current 3G services. The high
rate of smart device usage also reflects
Thais’ readiness to step into the new
digital economy.

Thus, the Prayut government's
announcement of the digital economy
policy sends a good signal. The policy
has come to the right place at the right
time. However, the problem is that most
of the measures announced so far do not
support the digital economy because they
will be mostly implemented by ineffective
state mechanisms.

The government has also neglected
the capacity of market mechanisms, and
has not done enough to reduce obstacles
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facing businesses. Furthermore, the
National Council for Peace and Order’s
(NCPO) handling of 4G spectrum alloca-
tion stands in the way of promoting the
new digital economy, as the NCPO issued
an order in June of last year to suspend
the 4G spectrum auctions for one year
without providing any clear explanations.

Back in 2012, the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) prepared for the 4G
spectrum auction, using True Move's
1800 MHz spectrum whose concession
was about to expire at the time. None-
theless, the NBTC decided to extend the
True Move service time limit, citing its
inability to organise a spectrum auction
by the time expected.

The 4G auction has been delayed
once again due to the NCPO's June 2014
order. Although in December 2014 the
NBTC requested the NCPO's permission
to resume the auction process, the junta
has yet to respond or even explain why it
hasn’t responded.

The delay of the 4G spectrum auction
affects telecommunication operators’
ability to compete in the marketplace.
According to securities analysts, True
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InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/OPINION

Date: Wednesday 18 March 2015
No: -

Ad Value: 72,075

Volume: -
Col.Inch: 48.05

Page: 11(Top)
PRValue (x3): 216,225
Column: POLICY FOCUS: 4G spectrum auction woes hinder digital economy policy

Clip: Full Color

Move would benefit from the auction
delay, while AIS and DTAC will be at
a disadvantage.

More importantly, the delay means
consumers and citizens will lose the
opportunity to use more effective tech-
nology and the country will lag behind
some of its neighbours including Laos
and Cambodia.

The auction delay will come back on
the government as well, as the develop-
ment of the nation’s digital infrastructure
will slow down, obstructing the govern-
ment's digital economy policy and its
economic stimulus package.

During the suspension of the 4G
spectrum auction, neither the govern-
ment nor the NCPO has done anything
substantial to solve the problems in the
telecom industry, which mainly result
from the limited number of telecom
competitors consisting only of ATS, DTAC,
and True Move.

For example, they have not amended
the law to liberalise the telecom market
nor solved the problems concerning the
NBTC's transparency and its govern-
ance. On the contrary, the proposed
digital economy bills, which they hope

to quickly pass, would not promote the
realisation of digital economy, and are
likely to infringe upon human rights.

Government ministers’ statements
on this issue also confused the public
and even made them suspicious of the
regime’s intentions.

Since the temporary committee on the
digital economy’s meeting with the prime
minister as the chair will be held tomor-
row, [ hope the situation of the 4G spec-
trum auction will be clarified. The prime
minister, acting as the NCPO leader, can
use this opportunity to abolish the previ-
ous NCPO order to delay the auction, as
well as to signal progress for the auction
as soon as possible.

In case the auction is not been
approved, I hope that people shall at least
receive clear explanations why a quick
4G spectrum auction would negatively
affect the country so that it should be
further suspended.

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, PhD, is president of
the Thailand Development Research Institute
(TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI

appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate
Wednesdays.

News ID: C-150318001035 (18 Mar 15/05:29)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 2/2




NSOINWSSNY

Krungthep Turakij
Circulation: 200,000
Ad Rate: 1,452

Section: First Section/IT

Fui: WS 18 HwIAN 2558

J4: 28 AUl 9673

Col.Inch: 25.87 Ad Value: 37,563.24
Wigana: nang.Bungudnguguasuese

Wi 8(uwaIn)
PRValue (x3): 112,689.72

Aad: 217-6n

nansivnaeim e gilasuose

sm]a%ua%mlsin%"u neng.dwmeFade
noedmaeyy mammﬂunsmmmm
A oudld 30919 Waunane.
BnUANN.70-73 U naY.viudl Sradums

ulainedaviadlalugd wsandsmnudiuld

a0 lw&UaTAN 11 AU wEe 7 au
walanyueTail ieTanel Ussmunn
NITHMSReMALasUTsRuNam UG
AmEnIIHMERANTINIELELs Ramstnavien
wasamslysernaNwAIN® (Name.) #in
naL. naI mmnmwmummnwﬂw
witsdoutlusons uasiniaasseaunnnd
wagrhrumsdssnaufiamsingnsyaadss
’J‘ﬂﬂIﬂTﬂﬂu wasRamsTYTeaIn Wl |
(W3 rm‘mi m@‘lﬂmmmamﬂmmmmi
naudm dafud 10 8.6, fikmsn diaudle
Weudangrang Wendnaoenssnsnay.
T 70 £ AT 73 VRIW.I.LNENT %139
I¥eueninsssmsnal.
mumuuamnﬁlmmmmﬂm‘naa ey

www.ignewsclip.com

fanniloeunim ned liiesasnganisas
MU UAATIEELMENERA Fonniludeua
$nwnalselorfmamdld Annsid wevndl
wihlasifeusloifensyy nams. aumniaue
& umwm.,wmmmu agdoanthaowiguuni
(ATH.) uay aNUATALAIING (au.)

athalsfions st new e lldsumoo
e 209 nanusenmsidauedayana
AT 59 ﬁLﬂuéeéwﬁcyﬁLunTa‘duﬁunﬁé’a
Tinsudhu & Nosyatinamy. m‘luaﬂw new.
Tomamemailowm sty ans¥ngaiad
i) 2557 s nseusadain s
o 5.9, 255?Lﬂ@twu1mau1ﬁ@!waﬁﬂ®wmwmu
i ymlUfmenusamATeidahshonu
mevanfideadlomssems o Sadud
na llasmnfamauazarasauls

ol muszezaa i nanl. ma‘[ﬁa"wﬁﬂmu
NaVT. mmammﬂmm 1580, uuﬁum
a9 nel. a"waﬁma‘mmammwma guazay
svasailimbonuiiirde lagawds

S%&212: €-150318011092(18 #.A. 58/06:21)
&7 iQNewsClip

1% enenssuBmImsfiama asaseLuay
Ussfiunanany. (Aes.) sasamidtyge
WAST® EA9LAY STnaudasiuuaylsy
Unumsvatauiena (U.U.1.) duliumsse
Yy ludionivt Snavis avdassufiarause
NaGINET w‘lumm:mm detanald

wonvnil nam. m“l@mua?lwmwmaﬂ
AT 6 UL aMNTIRRTIAAUAT NG
2553 Lm%uﬂwwmﬂ 6 [@ﬂslmmm NENT.
Swan 7au usedan wumwmmmﬁmmm
Srufamsayaendus Aanslyisied Aans
Timsparnem dnidennasu ngvene \FITHgFNGeS
maﬁumaaﬁﬁ[ﬂﬂ warlfianidms nave.
Lﬂmmmﬂﬁ NENY.

st ndnanan 2 ity
mi‘lmmmaqw s esudandunssins
Immﬁmwmmannmm %qmamwmumi
Lﬁaﬂtta”itm@]dﬂﬁ‘uﬂﬁ slmuﬂmvrwmmi
§ITMNIIHNIAMLATE vhahiidadan
Q‘ﬁumﬂﬁ%’mﬁamﬂu ARV, LN

HU:

visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 #a: help@ignewsclip.com

1/1




Tnalwae

Thai Post
Circulation: 450,000
Ad Rate: 850

Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na

Fudi: WS 18 HwIAN 2558

g4 10 avuf: 6706
Col.Inch: 15.36 Ad Value: 13,056

Wi 6(291)

PRValue (x3): 39,168

Wiz nav.Augaainang.lsdwragugivesuese

Aad: 217-6n

NAL.AUTAR
nany.lgua
BUTUBTUDIA

AInA e navliTwingeeiu
{9 ANT. BaY nanp.aemivde
Tungqufimut waulviyy
MBI UATIREBLA
waenyue il ede
WA USEHIUANZNTINNNG
AamuLazdzldUNAannT
UfjiFie (ney) AznIs
nafananszedsy A9
ninsiaiuazianiinseu
WIANUTNR (Nane.) WaY
wWaduaia na1271 9 nnadl
fidnines  navmw.aemiode
wAlese WaL.aEnNIInaTs
AafuaNiuasiidunis
Usznaufanisingnicaney
W& nglnaied uazfian1s
Tnsauunan @) we..
WIunany)  luidineu
AUZNTINNNOEiN  uile

S%&212: C-150318008035 (18 #.A. 58/05:29)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330

wilainAungranelviann
AapIUNITRRILAITALD
wssgfauazdony  LeaglH
BALRNNNIAAGNN  ATIIRDL
wazlTsfunan1IaiIuNIg
LRZNIUT I e
70 fewesn 73 9 newd
AMNTALI &1y nand.
swnsouald  usdies
fsumbussdosdadnaus
Saued (@TN)  wasaniln
TR LA TR (FUD)

pealshf  aubiepeus
i namy flisansedioyadn
Fodadne Uszand 2557 W
T na. hivdosRasan
yndayawiniiey  ileds
THauzn3IN1EN15n156A
AN ATIRDULASLUTEIHY
WA NENY. (ART) 09, WA
dinvnuiloviuuasysiy
UuNINRIauiesn@ (1.
suflunsralyludavingin
B9 nanvasdosiuinoude
Waganand #ilsianunsnings
Hayauisls,

Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnt 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 BLuA: help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,220

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Wednesday 18 March 2015
Volume: - No: -

Col.Inch: 19.34

Ad Value: 23,594.80

Page: B4(Right)
PRValue (x3): 70,784.40

Headline: Call for controversial NBTC superboard to be retained

Clip: Black/White

Call for controversial NBTC
superboard to be retained

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government is being urged to retain
the superboard of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) under the new draft NBTC bill.

Gen Boonyavat Kruahongs, the super-
board’s chairman, said this would help to
ensure transparency in financial manage-
ment as well as balance the power of the
national telecom regulator.

“Without the five-member superboard,
who will evaluate the annual performance
of the 11-member NBTC and scrutinise
both past and future expenditure?” he said.

The cabinet last month approved 10 draft
digital economy bills including the NBTC
bill, which would restructure the power-
playing role of the NBTC for improved man-
agement transparency and accountability.

All the draft bills are now under scrutiny
by the Council of State.

Several independent state agencies
have urged the Council of State to amend
“impractical” sections of the present Fre-
quency Allocation Act such as by scrapping
the NBTC superboard.
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They view the superboard as merely a
duplication of the NBTC.

However, Gen Boonyavat said the super-
board was needed in order to improve
transparency in the NBTC's financial man-
agement and budget transparency as well
as enhancing cost-effectiveness.

“Inthe past, we've found not a few irreg-
ularities and unexplained cases of NBTC
members’ management potentially costing
hundreds of millions of baht,” he said.

“Our goal is to protect the public and the
national interest.”

Gen Boonyavat said the draft NBTC
bill would make impeachment of NBTC
members easier and focus more on con-
sumer protection.

The present superboard plans to submit
a proposal to the government suggesting
amendments to the Frequency Allocation
Act that would raise the evaluation stand-
ards for the NBTC'’s performance, keep-
ing them in line with rapid technological
advances, he said.

However, Gen Boonyavat admitted the
NBTC did not recognise the authority of the
two-year-old superboard.
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Work with us and don’t
fear us, NCPO tells media

THE NATION

THE director of the National
Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO)'s Centre for
Reconciliation, Lt General
Kampanat Ruddit has asked the
media to help the junta “create an
atmosphere for reconciliation” -
while stressing that the NCPO has
no intention of intimidating the
press.

The NCPO organised a seminar
on press relations attended by
around 250 members of the media.

Kampanat said the junta had
two key policies towards news
organisations. The first was to
establish good understanding
between the junta and reporters so
they can accurately convey infor-
mation to the people.

Secondly, in regard to regula-
tion of the press, junta chief Prayut
Chan-o-cha wanted the media to
regulate itself.

“Thejuntaleader does not want
to impose power over the media -
therefore press relations events are
organised in order to establish a
collective understanding as to the
reasons the NCPO had to take over
the country’s administration. We
ask the press to help promote an
atmosphere of reconciliation,”
Kampanat said.
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Members of the press at the
seminar raised concerns about gov-
ernment and the NCPO, and par-
ticularly press obstacles emanat-
ing from the NCPO. For example,
local radio hosts complained their
channels had been suspended since
the coup while the Office of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC) claimed they were prepar-
ing to lay out new rules and regu-
lations.

Kampanat said the system
was being reorganised to prevent
radio signals from disrupting
one another. He said the NBTC
was working to urgently solve the
problem and was aware this sus-
pension of local radio signals had
caused hardship tobroadcastbusi-
nesses.

The director of the NCPO’s
Centre for Reconciliation also
expressed concern about the post-
junta era when an elected admin-
istration is reinstalled.

He said he was worried whe-
ther the next government would
follow the reform plan that
had been drafted under the
junta’s administration, because
the NCPO wanted to lay the
foundation and continuity for
national development for years to
come.
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Column: NEWS FEED: PRAYUT SIGNS ORDER FOR SEZ POLICY COMMITTEE

Clip: Full Color

PRAYUT SIGNS ORDER FOR
SEZ POLICY COMMITTEE

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
chahas signed an order toset upa
policy committee on special eco-
nomic zones to help the country
benefit from the integration of trade
and transport within Asean.

The appointment of an SEZ poli-
cy committee isin line with the ruling
junta’s policy to spread out econom-
ic progress to rural areas with good
potential, especially border areas.

Under the policy, the National
Council for Peace and Order, which
General Prayut also heads, will sup-
port the establishment of factories
and trading and investment activi-
tiesin the rural areas to reduce the
flow of rural people into Greater
Bangkok.

This will also help ease the prob-
lems caused by the movement of
migrant labour from neighbouring
countries into Thailand, the junta
believes.
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PROJECTS FACE PROBE

The committee tasked to evalu-
ate the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
performance will ask the junta-
appointed committee monitoring
state spending and the National
Anti-Corruption Commission to look
into alleged irregularities in projects
of the NBTC office, committee chair-
man Boonyavat Kruahongse said
yesterday.

The committee yesterday passed
aresolution on the matter after the
NBTC declined a recent request to
explain the doubtful projects to the
panel by a March 15 deadline.
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