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Law academics have suggested that

the broadcasting regulator lookinto
the real power controllers of those

holding digital-TV licences to prevent
hegemony in the media sector. They

were speaking yesterday at a forum
organised by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) regarding the
direction of regulations governing
hegemony in theradioand TV
broadcasting industry. >>1B

Warning over
media control

NBTC URGED TO WATCH PEOPLE OF INFLUENCE

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

LAW ACADEMICS have suggested
that the broadcasting regulator look
into the real powercontrollers ofthose
holding digital-TV licences to prevent
hegemony in the media sector. They
were speaking yesterday at a forum
organised by the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) regardingthe direction of reg-
ulations governing hegemony in the
radio and TV broadcasting industry.

Patanaporn Kowpatanakit, deputy
director of the Law and Development
Research Centre at Chulalongkorn
University, said management of the
media industry was unique as unlike
ordinary businesses, it involved the
public interest.

“Considering onlythe ownershipin
thisdigital terrestrial TV broadcasting

business is not sufficient to identify
who dominates the market. The real
power controllerin the companyisthe
most important point,” she said.

Speaking as a former member of a
committee examining the qualifica-
tions of bidders for digital TV bidders
in late 2013, Patanaporn suggested
that both direct and indirect control-
ling powers of stakeholders was very
important to identify a real group of
mutual beneficiaries.

Piyabutr Bunaramrueang, lecturer
at the faculty of law at the University
of the Thai Chamber of Commerce,
said media diversity was meant to
ensure the Thai people’s basic right to
know and freedom of expression.

Piyabutralsosuggested thatall dig-
ital-TV licence holders should strictly
complywith the existing broadcasting
regulations tomaintain diversityin the
media business.

Thawatchai Jittrapanun, a com-
missioner of the NBTC, said that the
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rules governing the 2013 auction of
digital TV licences were based on a
constitutional provisionin effectatthe
timeto protect consumers from media
hegemony.

The NBTC'’sbroadcasting commit-
tee is due to make a decision on the
controversial case about the acquisi-
tion of an equity stake in Nation
Multimedia Group by Solution Corner
(1998) or SLC, which is being contest-
ed over alleged violation of the anti-
hegemony rule imposed on that auc-
tion. The five members of the broad-
casting committee will meet on
Monday.

The academics and consumer
groups at the forum expressed con-
cerns about media hegemony. NMG
operates Nation TV, a digital TV news
channel, whileasubsidiaryof SLCalso
owns a digital channel -called
Springnews TV.

Two of the five members of the
broadcasting committee have said they
believed the rules governing the auc-
tion should not be enforced after bid-
ding ended, but two other members
believed otherwise. The fifth member
remained undecided on the matter.

Under the rules governing the auc-
tion of digital TV licences, a major
shareholderwas defined asa personor
juristic person who was not allowed to
hold more than 10 per cent of other
companies in the same category.

Amnart Netayasupha,a prosecutor
at the Office of the Attorney-General,
suggested thatbefore makingany deci-
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siononthis, the regulator should strive
for a balance between public interest
and business benefits.

However, Adisak Limprung-
patanakij, president of Nation
Broadcasting, the operator of Nation
TV, said he would sue the broadcast-
ingregulatorifits final decision affect-
ed hisbusinessand which could poten-
tially damage freedom of the press.
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