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WINNERS

Digital economy

The very phrase is fraught with mystery,
with the government unwilling or unable
to say just what it means to bring to the
country. But as certain that democracy
requires elections, any type of digital
economy requires 4G. Last week, the new
committee set up for the task told the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission to stop making
excuses and get 4G up and running. The
government ordered the NBTC to runa
spectrum auction by August, so major tel-
ecom companies can start offering real,
nationwide coverage to those who need
high-speed data service. Within a day, the
NBTC had brought out its wet blankets
and red tape, explaining why it couldn’t
do what everyone wants. This is going to
turn into a power struggle, which will end
with either the Ministry of Digital Econ-
omy or the NBTC in charge of everything.
The public and business will play the part
of grass as these elephants battle.
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