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A stack of digital TV coupons await delivery at a post office. The NCPO is allowing the subsidy coupons to cover hybrid set-top boxes éﬁer
complaints from viewers in some locations that they could not receive clear broadcast signals.

NCPO backs bid to help viewers

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) has approved additional condi-
tions for the use of digital TV subsidy
vouchers to cover hybrid set-top boxes
in a bid to solve problems with poor-
quality transmissions.

Satellite TV associations had called on
the NCPO to give them fair treatment when
the subsidy scheme did not cover satellite
TV set-top boxes.

Viewers in some locations have com-
plained they cannot receive clear digital
TV broadcast signals.

A hybrid set-top box may help them
to solve this problem by receiving signals
from both digital terrestrial and satellite
TV platforms.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
has technical support for only two digital
TV set-top box models: standard definition
(DVB-T2) and high definition (DVB-52).

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the move was aimed at solving the inef-
ficiency of digital terrestrial transmission,

which led to the viewing problem in some
areas where signals could not reach such
as islands and condominiums.

Some 4.1 million coupons have been
redeemed, representing 49.4% of the
total 8.3 million coupons distributed to
Thai households.

However, there are 900,000 vouchers left
over at post offices nationwide.

The NBTC said the additional coupon
offer was in the same vein as its digital TV
auction principle that stipulated revenue
generated from digital TV should be used
to support digital TV itself, not satellite TV.

“We hope this interim coupon policy will
help the country’s digital transformation to
move forward,” Mr Takorn said.

Once the digital TV network covers most
of the country, the regulator hopes TV view-
ers will choose to adopt digital terrestrial
technology due to the higher quality of
visual display.

It means the 690-baht voucher can be
used to claim a discount when buying built-
in digital TV sets, digital TV set-top boxes
and hybrid set-top boxes.

Mr Takorn said the NCPO had also
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approved an extension of the expiry date
for the subsidy voucher for another two
months for all coupon distribution phases.

The two-month extension will be in line
with the technical and licensing processes.
Currently, no set-top box manufacturer is
including the hybrid box in the NBTC's sub-
sidy voucher programme.

The first phase of the digital TV coupon
scheme kicked off last October with the
distribution of 4.6 million vouchers with
an expiry date of May 31 this year.

Only a few satellite set-top box operators
are making hybrid boxes such as satellite
TV set-top box makers PSI and IPM.

Hybrid boxes range in price from 2,300
to 3,000 baht.

The hybrid box provides benefits to
viewers by combining digital and satellite
technologies in one box.

It can provide high definition with signal
stability when it rains but offers fewer chan-
nels than a satellite box.

The NBTC is trying to solve viewing
problems by cooperating with technical
colleges and the Royal Thai Army’s Signal
Department to help solve signal problems.
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NBTC widens
use of digital
TV vouchers

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
hasexpanded the types of digital TV
receivers that can be purchased
with the Bt690 vouchers it began
distributinglast year, as only about
half of the coupons have been
redeemed. The move will favour
satellite broadcasters.

“We want to stimulate redemp-
tion ofthe outstanding vouchers. Of
the total of 8.3 million distributed,
so far only 4.1 million have been
redeemed to purchase digital ter-
restrial TV receivers.” NBTC secre

tary-general Takorn Tantasith
said yesterday.

Consumers now will be able to
use the vouchers towards the pur-
chaseofahybrid set-top box, which
iscompatible with both terrestrial-
based digital and satellite-based TV
signals. As well, the expiry dates of
the vouchers will be extended by
two months.

Cable-TV boxes are still not eli-
gible for discounts underthevouch-
er scheme.

Takorn said the change was
aimed at providing an alternative
for people who watch TV on differ-
ent platforms, particularly in those
areasofthe countrystillnot covered
by terrestrial digital signals.

In addition, with hybrid boxes
compatible with the second gener-
ation of digital video broadecast, or
DVB-S2, viewers will be able to
enjoy high-definition programmes
broadcast by seven of the digital
terrestrial channels. They cost
about Bt300 more than a normal
digital receiver.

He said the changes in the
voucher conditions had been
approved by the military’s ruling
National Council for Peace and
Order.

About 16,000 DVB-S2 hybrid
boxes are available in the market,
distributed by the country’s largest
manufacturer of satellite-TV
receivers, PSI Holdings. That com-
pany has deployed more than 14
satellite-TV boxes but they use the
old DVB-S1 technology.
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Panel members urge NBTC to reconsider legitimacy of SLC stake

THE NATION

TWO MEMBERS of the broadcasting
regulator have called for a recent deci-
sion on thelegitimacy of News Network
Corporation’s stake in Nation
Multimedia Group to be reconsidered
by all 10 members of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission.

The five-member NBTC broadcast-
ing committee’s decision on Monday
not to take action against NEWS, for-
merly known as Solution Corner(SLC),
counted two abstentions with the
majority vote. The two commissioners
who voted in favour of action against
SLC under rules aimed at fending off
news-mediadominanceinthe new dig-

ital-television era were Supinya
Klangnarong and  Thawatchai
Jittrapanun.

Supinya said yesterday that she and
Thawatchai had based theirvote on the
grounds that the anti-hegemony rules
imposed ahead of the auction of digital
TV licences should still be in force. She
said the pair were seeking advice from
the NBTC’s legal team on the validity of
this decision, which left the broadcast-
ingcommittee unabletotake anyaction
on the controversial case regarding the
purchase of a large number of NMG
shares by SL.C and its affiliates.

Under the rules governing the
awarding of digital TV licences, a major
shareholder was not allowed to hold
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Independent investors in Nation Multimedia Group and representatives of the NMG Savings Cooperative, led by its
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more than 10 per cent of other compa-
nies in the same licence category. A
“major shareholder”is not only defined
asa person or juristic person allowed to
have ownership of not more than 10 per
centofa company, butalso mutual ben-
eficiaries. SLCand its subsidiaries whol-
ly own the Spring News digital TV sta-
tion.

Supinya and Thawatchai have stat-
ed their opposition to the official deci-
sion by the broadcasting committee,
which counted the abstentions by com-
mittee members Natee Sukonrat and
Taweesak Ngamsanga with the single
vote of Peerapong Manakit against
applying the rules against SLC.

Inresponsetothis, NBTCsecretary-
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presidentPranee Srikamneard, second right in front row (wearing a coat), lodges a petition yesterday with the NBTC,
calling for Monday’s decision of its broadcasting committee to be revised.
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general Takorn Tantasith said the legal
advisory team would work with both
dissenting commissioners towards a
proper conclusion before submitting
the result to the next meeting of the 10
members of the commission for con-
sideration.

Yesterday, a group of independent
investors and representatives of the
NMG savings cooperative lodged an
open petition with the NBTC calling for
Monday’sdecisiontoberevised because
they believe that SLC’s stake in NMG
would affect the editorialindependence
of the group’s media outlets.

Pranee Srikamneard, president of
the savings cooperative, said the deci-
sion of the broadcasting committee
could result in unfair competition.
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