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AN APP TO KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR HOME
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The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
has joined forces with the police
and three major private cellular
operators to launch the "Online Red
Box" mobile application to enable
homeowners in Bangkok and
neighbouring provinces to request
that the police keep an eye on their
homes while they go on

holidays, especially during the
Songkran Festival.

Homeowners who download the
application to their mobile devices
can provide the police with their
home details. The police will then
take the photos of the houses when
they are in the area and send them
to the homeowners' mobile
phones. Advanced Info Service,
Total Access Communication and
True Corp will provide smartphones
and SIM cards, plus monthly mobile
data packages, to 88 participating
police stations.

News ID: C-150410003026 (10 Apr 15/06:04)
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CAT allocates B30bn
for 4G auction bid

State enterprise keen
on foreign partnership

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom has set aside at least 30 bil-
lion baht to bid on a licence to provide
fourth-generation (4G) wireless broad-
band service together with a foreign stra-
tegic partner.

The state telecom enterprise is now in
talks with South Korean’s SK Telecom and
aJapanese telecommunications company
to jointly provide 4G service under the
mobile virtual network operator (MVNO)
model.

“We need greater bandwidth frequency
in order to efficiently provide 4G service
and increase revenue,” said Viroj Tochar-
oenvanith, senior executive vice-president
of CAT Telecom.

CAT has accumulated profits of over 30
billion baht, generating annual interest
revenue of 1.5 billion, he said.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
recently announced the auction for the
1800-megahertz spectrum will take place
on Nov 11, while the 900-MHz spectrum is
slotted to be up for sale on Dec 15.

However, Mr Viroj said CAT would use
less of its own money on the 4G spectrum

auctionsif the state enterprise could find a
strategic foreign partner to jointly bid and
provide 4G mobile service.

He said CAT started negotiating with
SKTelecom on the possibility of a strategic
partnership in 2013. A resolution on the
partnership is expected to be settled by
September, said Mr Viroj.

He expects the NBTC to announce a
new draft auction design for 4G licences
over the next few months.

The regulator divided the 25-MHz
bandwidth of the 1800-MHz spectrum
into two slots, 12.5 MHz each, and set
a minimum bid of 11.6 billion baht for
each block.

The auctions for 20 MHz of bandwidth
on the 900-MHz spectrum will also be
divided into two slots, 10 MHz each, with
a minimum bid of 11.262 billion baht for
a block.

All four slots of 45 MHz of bandwidth
will be sold for a minimum combined
value of 42.9 billion baht.

Mr Viroj said CAT truly wanted to par-
ticipate in the auctions, noting that band-
width for 4G spectrum is crucial for tele-
com companies to capitalise on exploding
mobile data and application demands.

“We don’t want to miss the train on
lucrative 4G business opportunities,”
he said.

CAT is confident it will win approval
from the cabinet for its 4G auction plan.
The state enterprise needs to propose its
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investment plan for 4G business to the
cabinet if it wins a licence.

He stressed that CAT can participate
in the 4G auctions, similar to MCOT Plc
joining the bidding for terrestrial digital-
TV licensing,

Mr Viroj said the more bidders, the
healthier the environment in competi-
tive auctions.

Earlier, SET-listed Jasmine Interna-
tional Plc announced it will enter the
4G spectrum auctions through a joint
venture with a foreign telecom firm using
an investment budget of up to 35 bil-
lion baht.

Thoresen Thai Agencies, a strategic
investment holding company, is the latest
company to indicate it wants to participate
in the 4G spectrum auctions.

Mr Viroj said Real Move and Real
Future, subsidiaries of True Corporation,
are CAT’s largest MVINO operators provid-
ing 3G service on 15 MHz bandwidth of
the 850-MHz spectrum under wholesale-
resale contracts.

Both companies can use up to 80% of
CAT's network as stated in the contracts.
The remaining 20% of its network capac-
ity could be rented to other companies to
provide 3G service on its behalf.

CAT also appointed 365 Communica-
tion and Tesco Lotus to become MVNOs.

CAT is in talks with several prospec-
tive companies interested in becoming
MVNOs, said Mr Viroj.
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CAT says it needs to
keep some bandwidth
on 1,800MHz spectrum

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CATTELECOM has insisted thatit needs toretain
25 megahertz of currently idle bandwidth on the
1,800MHz spectrum for its mobile-phone serv-
ice.

Under the concession system, CAT granted
50MHzofthe 1,800M Hz spectrum to Total Access
Communication (DTAC), which currently uses
only halfthat amount. DTAC has proposed to the
NBTC that it return all 50MHz to the commis-
sion for auctioning off before its concession
expiresin 2018. According to the concession con-
tract, the rights on use of this frequency belongs
to both CAT and DTAC.

CAT senior executive vice president Viroj
Tochareonvanith said yesterday that the state
agency needed some bandwidth on the 1,800MHz
spectrum to provide mobile-phone service.

After their contracts expire, private holders of
CAT concessions will hand over their mobile-
phone networks to the agency under their build-
transfer-operate (BTO) obligations. But CAT will
need bandwidth to operate these networks.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission is keen to
reclaim telecom spectra from the state enterpris-
es for reallocation by auction.

The NBTC will putup forbid fourlicences, two
of 12.5 megahertz each on the 1,800MHz spec-
trum of TrueMove and Digital Phone Co, and two
of 1T0MHz each on the 900MHz spectrum of
Advanced Info Service. The NBTC will hold the
1,800MHz auction in November, and take bids for
the two 900MHz licences in December.
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Rights groups petition over NEWS-NMG row

NRC, NACC URGED TO PROBE COUNTING OF ABSTENTIONS IN NBTC PANELS 3-2 VOTE

THE NATION

TWO CONSTUUMER protection groups
yesterday petitioned the National
Reform Council (NRC) and the
National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) for an investigation into the
March 30 decision by the broadcasting
regulator not to take action against
NEWS, formerly known as Solution
Corner (SLC).

The Family Media Watch Network
and the Foundation for Consumers
lodged the petitions.

At issue is the accumulation of
Nation Multimedia Group shares by
NEWS and its affiliates, which NMG
alleges violates anti-hegemony rules
laid down when licences for terrestri-
al-based digital TV channels were auc-
tioned by the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
inlate 2013. On March 30 thisyear, the
NBTC's broadeasting committee decid-

ed not to act on NMG’s complaint.

However, the voting procedure of
the five-member committee was itself
controversial, as two abstentions were
counted with the single vote against
taking action, for a 3-2 ruling.

Unyaorn Panitpeungrat, president
of the Family Media Watch Network,
said counting abstentions in that way
seemed illegitimate.

“Incommon practice, when it comes
to voting, abstentions do not count in
tallying the vote negatively or positive-
ly. The NBTC’s broadeasting commit-
tee must be questioned fora significant
breach of a universally accepted voting
process,” she said.

She added that there did not appear
to be anything in the NBTC’s own reg-
ulations that would allow the counting
of abstentions in this manner.

Suwanna Jitprapas, adviser to the
Foundation for Consumers, said: “We
need help from both the NRC and the

NATION/WATCHARACHAI ELAIPONG

Suwanna Jitprapas, centrein black jacket, adviser to the Foundation for
Consumers, and Unyaom Panitpeungrat, centrein white jacket, president of the
Family Media Watch Network, yesterday submitted petitions to the National
Reform Council and the National Anti-Corruption Commission calling for an
investigation into an NBTC panel’sruling on the acquisition of NMG shares by
NEWS.
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NACCtolookintothedetailsofthis con-
troversial decision that might affect the
whole broadcasting industry as well as
consumer rights.”

She said the decision did not just
affect NEWS and NMG but also had a
huge impact on the public interest,
because the regulator would be able to
control media hegemony via mergers
and acquisitions in the future. As such,
this might breach the spirit of the law,
particularly Section 31 (related to pro-
tecting consumers from media hege-
mony) and Section 32 (related to pro-
tection of individual rights of privacy
and freedom to communicate) of the
Broadcasting Act BE 2553 (2010).

She also disagreed with the way the
broadcasting committee reached its
decision. “This decision will destroy a
bar that guarantees diversity in media
and publicinterest, becausethe watch-
dog cannot control media cross-hold-
ing and hegemony.”

She also expressed concern that the
decision would negatively affect the
spirit of media reform in regard to dig-
ital terrestrial TV broadcasting,.

On March 30, the NBTC broad-
casting committee considered whether
NEWS’s acquisition of a 12.27-per-
cent stake in NMG violated rules
againstcross-holding laid downahead
ofthedigital-TV licence auction. Only
one member of the five-person panel,
Peerapong Manakit, opposed applying
thoserules against NEWS, while Natee
Sukonrat and Taweesak Ngamsanga
abstained.

The remaining two members voted
in favour of taking action.

Undertherulesin question that gov-
erned the licence auction, a major
shareholder was not allowed to hold
more than 10 per cent of other compa-
nies in the same licence category. A
“major shareholder” was defined not
only as a person or juristic person
allowed to have ownership of not more
than 10 per cent of a company, but also
mutual beneficiaries.
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