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POLITICS

NBTC takes Peace
TV off the air

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The National Broadcasting Television Com-
mission (NBTC) has revoked the licence of
satellite television channel Peace TV for repeat-
edly airing content deemed to instigate unrest.

The television channel has nowshutdown,
according to Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the NBTC'’s broadcast committee.

The red shirt-affiliated channel had
been blacked out from April 10-17 by the
NBTC for running programmes that could
incite conflicts.

The NBTC had warned Peace TV execu-
tives about the channel’s content several
times from October 2014, Col Natee wrote
on his Facebook page.

The channel promised to review its con-
tent following the seven-day suspension
this month, but when the channel returned
the problem remained, he added.

Nattawut Saikuar, red shirt co-leader,
said the channel may petition the Admin-
istrative Court to seek an injunction against
the order. “Our legal team will challenge the
decision and protect our rights. We may
appeal against the committee’s decision
and seek an Administrative Court injunc-
tion,” said Mr Nattawut.

He said the channel aired diverse
opinions which could help in forging
national reconciliation and drafting the
new constitution.

The move to shut down the channel
shows the people in power refuse to listen
to different opinions, he said.
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THE broadcasting
regulator has agreed by
majority vote to revoke the
licence of Peace TV - the
politics-oriented satellite
station — for breaching an
agreement with the

regulator and orders issued
by thejunta. >>2A

Regulator revokes Peace TV’s licence

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP,
PRAPHAN JINDALERTUDOMDEE
THE NATION

THE broadcasting regulator has
agreed by majority vote to revoke the
licence of Peace TV - the politics-ori-
ented satellite station - for breaching
an agreement with the regulator and
orders issued by the junta.

Colonel Natee Sukonrat, chairman
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)’s broadcasting committee,
said on his Twitter account yesterday
thatthe panel decided toterminate the
licence because it had not seen an
improvementat Peace TV since March
30.

It was on that date that the com-
mittee suspended Peace TV’s broad-
castinglicenceand thelicenceof TV24,
another satellite station known previ-
ously as Asia Update, for seven days for
allegedly violating a pact with the
NBTC and the National Council for
Peace and Order based on junta
announcements No 97/2557 and No
103/2557.

Natee said that after the April 10-
17suspension, Peace TV resumed pro-
viding programmes that caused con-
fusion, misleading people and creat-

ing conflicts in society.

Nattawut Saikua, co-leader of
United Front for Democracy Against
Dictatorship and also co-founder of
Peace TV, said he would file a petition
with the Administrative Court against
the NBTC resolution.

“The [UDD] legal team is in the
process of protecting their rights and
the operations of Peace TV because
itis a private company that abides by
the law,” Nattawut said.

Nattawut said the resolution was
an infringement on the rights and
freedom of the station. He said he
personally believed that the resolu-
tion came from an authority above
the NBTC and it has been plotting to
shut down Peace TV from the begin-
ning.

“T don’t understand the authori-
ties. Underthe current situation, dif-
ferent opinions are needed to be
heard to benefit the charter draft or
promote reconciliation,” he said.

“But they, in contrast, shut the
doortolisteningto contrastingideas.
How can the country moves towards
democracy?”

Peace TV, formerly known as the
Democracy News Network, was
among 12 politics-oriented satellite
TV channels. These include the yel-
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low-shirt ASTV, the Democrat Party-
backed Blue Sky and red-shirts’ Asia
Update - that agreed with the terms
and conditions laid down by junta.

They agreed tochange theirnames
and de-politicise their content in
order to be allowed back on the air
three months after the coup last May.

Pol Colonel Thaweesak
Ngamsanga, a member of the broad-
casting committee, said the commit-
teevotedfourtoonetoorderthe NBTC
Office to inform Peace TV about the
decision.

Thaweesak said the office would
send a notice to Thaicom, another
satellite TV network, telling it to com-
ply with the NBTC order.

Supinya Klangnarong,amember of
the broadcasting committee, voted for
Peace TV to keep its licence. She gave
the rationale behind her decision via
her Twitter account, saying she dis-
agreed with majority voters because
they considered this case mainly based
NCPO announcements, not broad-
casting rules.

She said the decision to revoke the
licenceseemed tobeadouble standard
in law reinforcement because several
politics-oriented satellite-TV stations
kept criticising the junta-led govern-
ment and were still licensed.
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NBTC seeks junta’s help on
2.6GHz reallocation plan

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will propose to the junta that it help ensure the reallocation of parts
of the 2.6-gigahertz spectrum for telecom use if MCOT and the Public
Relations Department (PRD) need compensation.

After meeting with top executives of MCOT yesterday, NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith said the commission’s broadcasting committee
planned to reclaim a band ranging from 2.5GHz to 2.57GHz for uplinks and
2.62GHz to 2.69GHz for downlinks. The uplink and downlink bands, each
totalling 35MHz, would be reclaimed for auction to provide fourth-genera-
tion wireless broadband service.

Takorn said MCOT intended to reallocate the bandwidth it holds on this
spectrum for this purpose. But if the NBTC wants to use the band from
2.62GHz to 2.26GHz currently held by MCOT, the regulator must also reclaim
another band from 2.5GHz to 2.54GHz currently held by the PRD.

To obtain both slots, MCOT should negotiate with its concession con-
tractors Playwork and CAT Telecom, which planned to use this spectrum for
commercial services. Takorn added that he would urge the government to
negotiate with the PRD on agreeing to the frequency allocation.

“If both MCOT and the PRD agree to the requests, the NBTC will consider
their proposals on compensation. Additionally, the NBTC will hire a consult-
ﬁnt todevaluate the bandwidth to determine appropriate compensation,”

e said.

Under current regulations, the NBTC does not have the right to pay com-
pensation. To solve this problem, it will ask the military’s ruling National
Council for Peace and Order to approve the compensation plan.

Takorn said his team would talk with MCOT on further details on May 16.

The ad hoc National Digital Economy Committee has instructed the
NBTC to hold auctions for bandwidth on the 900MHz to 2.6GHz spectra.
The government will seek ways to compensate state agencies that have to
transfer their spectra for reallocation before the end of concession period.
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DTAC collaborates with ICT Ministry,
NBTC on “Safe Internet” project for youth

THE NATION

TOTALACCESS Communication (DTAC), the
Information and Communications Technology
Ministry and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission are jointly
pushing a “Safe Internet” project to inspire
young Thais to become good digital citizens,
knowledgeableenough to create opportunities
onthe Internetand stay away from online dan-
gers through digital literacy.

DTAC chief executive officer Lars-Ake
Norling said his company was trying to be a
responsible Internet provider. It will organise
variousactivities throughout theyearunderthe
project.

To kick off a series of activities, DTAC is
organising a “Digital Citizen Talk” show, host-
ed by IT/digital guru Pongsuk “Nui”
Hiranprueck, to educateyoungchildren onthe
Internet and online dangers and to inspire
them to use the Internet to create opportuni-
ties and develop and lead them to success. The
talk show will be held at 10 pilot schools in 10
cities across the country.

DTAC is also creating the first “Thai Digital
Citizen Hub” as a forum for young people to
learn, see opportunities, and share their ideas
and experiences withrisk exposure online, best
practices on Internet behaviour, and concerns

News ID: C-150428003092 (28 Apr 15/05:54)
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about legal frameworks or social-usage regu-
lations and guidelines.

The first hub has been created by a strate-
gic collaboration with mThai.com, one of the
most popular entertainment portals, which
gets more than 850,000 daily visits, mostly by
young people. The song “180 Degrees” is used
to promote the digital-citizenship trend.

Sompo Kanjanaporn, adviser to the ICT
Ministry, said the military regime’s promotion
ofa“digital economy”with universal and equal
access to the Internet would not only lay the
foundation for telecommunications infra-
structure, but would also lead to a robust and
dynamic economic system through the use of
digital technology and the Internet.

Currently, Thailand isexperiencingleapfrog
growth in Internet usage. Based on 2014 data
from the National Statistical Office, youth and
children account for 69.7 per cent of total
Internet usage in the Kingdom.

However, it has also been seen that the
Internet poses threats to society, and in most
cases, both abusers and victims are aged
between 13 and 25.

“One of the missions of the Ministry of ICT
is to enable our people to use digital technol-
ogy and the Internet in a safe and constructive
way and become the foundation of sustainable
development of our country,” Sompo said.
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