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Doves of Peace TV

News anchors release doves in front of the United Nations office on Ratchadamnoen Road after submitting a letter to the UN
complaining about the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission's decision last week to close Peace TV. The
NBTC argued the channel aired content that could instigate unrest. NARUPON HINSHIRANAN
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1 News anchors from
eace I n p ea Peace TV release
doves outside the
f U N h l Escap officein
Or e p Bangkok yesterday,
where they
THE NATION submitted an open
= letter calling on the
PHEU THAI Party’s Weng Tojirakarn yes- # United Nations to
terday called onthe United Nationstohelp E pressure the
save the politically-oriented Peace TV sta- 2= government
tion. % overitsrecent
“We call onthe UN secretary-general to Z order revoking
urge the Thai government to strictly abide = thestation’s
by the treaty in order to ensure justice for ' E licence.
1

Peace TV,” said the open letter submitted
by Weng, also a red-shirt leader, and five
news anchorsto a representative from the
UN Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (Escap) at its office in
Bangkok.

In the letter, they want forwarded to
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, they
urged the UN to ensure that the govern-
ment follows an international treaty guar-
anteeing the rights and freedom ot media.

The National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission recent-
ly cancelled Peace TV’s broadcasting
licence for repeatedly airing content it
deemed divisive.

Arunothai Siributr, one of the anchors,
read out the open letter.

The letter said the forced closure of
Peace TV was an affront to Thai law and
the UN’s universal declaration on human
rights. It demanded an end to the “restric-

News ID: C-150505003030 (5 May 15/07:17)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

tion” of the media’s rights and liberties.

The Democrat Party’s Watchara
Phetthong lashed out against the move by
Peace TV to seek UN intervention.

The former Democrat MP said hewould
ask the UN inwriting to carefullyferret out
the facts behind this letter and not believe
all that was said.

Peace TVwasactingasthe “mouthpiece
of the Thaksin regime”, he claimed.
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Headline: Bangkok Post: NBTC should not censor

. moment the 1997 “people’s constitution” ordered its estab-
Established 1946 lishment, the primary duty of the NBTC has been to regulate
the airwaves to the benefit of the public. Yet, over the past
three years especially, the NBTC has continually claimed the
% an gku k % ugt right and power to warn, censor and close broadcasters.
It is unfortunate that the military regime has allowed the
NBTC to broaden its powers. Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
THE NEwspAPER You CAN TRuST o-cha denied having any role in the ban, but he backed the
NBTC's right to revoke Peace TV’s licence.
On the first day it seized power, the military announced it
might suspend or close media outlets. Subsequent emer-
S O u gency orders and the interim constitution gave the regime
a legal basis to do so. Such unpleasant powers should be
restricted to the military’s direct orders only. The NBTC

should stay true to its original mandate.

n Ot C e n S 0 r By allowing the NBTC to close down media outlets, the
military faces criticism of avoiding responsibility. More
importantly, the move has poisoned the well of press freedom

by approving official media censorship by the NBTC, which
will be around long after the soldiers have gone.

unday was Press Freedom Day, with no celebra-

tions in Thailand for obvious reasons. Some 50

weeks ago, the first orders of the military coup-

makers were aimed at the media. Local and

foreign broadcasts were initially banned. Editors
were ordered to report to military headquarters, where they
received strict instructions to avoid divisive issues. Last week,
the satellite station Peace TV was ordered off the air.

Peace TV was operated by the executives of the United
Front for Democracy against Dictatorship — the red shirts.
It was available on an internet stream as well as some
pay-TV systems. As was the case with other politically
charged stations, Peace TV changed its broadcast schedule
and moderated its opinions after it restarted operations
under a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion. But NBTC authorities said it had to be closed because

it continued to broadcast

. divisive commentary and
The mlhtary opinions.

ce s The ban on all broad-
faces criicism O-f casts by Peace TV is a

avoidin g resporw[blhty questionable order that
raises several important
issues, starting with

whether the order to shut down a media outlet is a good

example for the country. The answer to that is clear: No.

The annual Press Freedom Index ranks Thailand as the
134th most-free media host — worse than its 2014 position.

Freedom House — a US NGO — puts Thailand at No.141
on its list.

But harm to the country’s image abroad is hardly the most
important consequence of the Peace TV ban. Other issues
directly affect the lives and freedom of citizens. For example,
the authorities have refused to say what Peace TV was saying
that was so divisive it had to be muzzled.

The only reason given was an innocuous broadcast. It was
an interview in which former prime minister Gen Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh denied any involvement in the Koh Samui car
bombing.

Peace TV is off the air because of an order from the NBTC.
This sets a very dangerous precedent.

This is not the first time the NBTC has claimed the right
to censor content and opinion. Under normal political cir-
cumstances, the NBTC can issue warnings and impose fines
on contentious content, but not ban. Its authority to revoke
licences mainly covers breaches of technical requirements.

The NBTC was never supposed to judge the content of
radio, TV, internet or other public broadcasters. From the
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE WELCOME YOUR VIEWS on anything newsworthy. Please include your
name and address on your letters. We reserve the right to edit all letters for

clarity, content and length.

Thai children
can’t think

Last year Thai students won
30 medals at the International
Mathematics and Science
Olympiad for Primary Schools.
They are obviously not lacking
intelligence. Instead, they are
being failed by the system. The
question is, why has Thai educa-
tion been stuck in the same spot
for years?

The answer is our education
curriculum, which has followed
the same pattern for decades.
First, teachers teach by reading
aloud from books or writing on
the blackboard. Second, students
record the lessons by rote. Third,
teachers give students a lot of
homework. Finally, students
remember only the answers they
need to pass their tests.

The obvious thing missing
here is two-way engagement
between teachers and students.
This gap means that, when stu-
dents face questions they have
never encountered before, they
can’t answer them because they
cannot analyse properly. This
teaching technique also produces
students who do not have the
imagination to think differently.

There is no instant fix for our
education system, since this is a
national problem. Some even say
it doesn’t need changing because
our education is still better than
that in many other countries.

But whether it’s better or
worse than others is not the
point. That Thai students cannot
“think” is the real problem.
Attakorn Noojoo

Northeast a black hole
of power and fear
Re: "Big business guides US policy on

Thailand,” Letters, May 2.
Vint Chavala wrote that, “CIA

operatives stationed in Bangkok
have been regular visitors to the
‘red-shirt villages’ in the
Northeast, which are off-limits to
opponents of Thaksin.”

I wish that the first part of that
were true and that someone, any-
one, from the West had a handle
on the Northeast, information-
wise.

From the Northeast, I hear
that poorer people now have a
chance to own land via the gov-
ernment’s new policy, but that
they are very afraid that the for-
mer owners will kill them if they
take the land.

Fear is what the Northeast is
really all about for poor people -
daily fear of people with wealth,
power, muscle and guns.

There is much, much more

Send us your views
in an instant!

E-mail your opinion, with “Letters
to the Editor” in the subject box,
to: letters@nationgroup.com

about the Northeast that Western
crities of Thailand do not com-
prehend, so T would welcome
help even from the CIA if it were
to mean a better understanding
of' what really goes on in the
Northeast.

Guy Baker

Switch off political
TV channels for good

Re: “Fah Won Mai TV flays NBTC",
Politics, May 3.

I don’t see any practical use-
fulness in our country having
political TV stations.

Tirst of all, these TV stations
keep attacking people who have
different political ideas than
theirs. They do nothing else that
is useful for society as a whole.
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Second, they teach democracy
the wrong way: they preach it,
but then do the opposite of what
they preach.

Third, unlike normal TV
channels, these stations cannot
afford rely on advertising to cover
expenses. They operate mostly on
donations from supporters, big
and small, who share their politi-
cal beliefs.

Even when they have products
to sell (often their own), the only
buyers are consumers on their
own political side.

To sum up, no democracy in
the world has political TV sta-
tions like we see in Thailand. And
it would be foolish to think that,
by watching these stations throw-
ing expletives at one another,
democracy in our country can
thrive or prosper.

Vint Chavala

Don'’t fall into the
fear-mongers’ trap over Islam

Re: “West not to blame for jihadism”,
Letters, April 30.

Mr Barrett’s interpretation of
Islam is highly selective and does
not reflect the mainstream beliefs
and practices of that religion.
Examples of fanaticism can be
found in other religions, but that
does not make them representa-
tive of that particular faith.

Sectarianism is and has been
fuelled by politicians stirring up
hatred for their own ends, and in
today’s world there is no shortage
of such politicians.
lanMartin
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Intouch Media applies to NBTC for licence to provide IPTV services

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

INTOUCH MEDIA, wholly owned by
Intouch Holdings, is seeking a licence
from the broadcasting regulator to
provide Internet protocol TV (IPTV)
service.

The broadcasting committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will forward Intouch’s appli-
cation to its new sub-panel screening
operators of this type of business.

The old screening panel had already
approved the company’s request, but
the new subcommittee wants to take
another look at the application.

Last week Intouch Holdings’ flag-
ship subsidiary, Advanced Info
Service, launched its AlS Fibre fibre-
optic Internet service, including the
IPTV service named AlS Playbox.

It is aiming for about 100,000
subscribers this year.

Somchai Lertsuttiwong, chief
executive officer of AlS, said recently
that Playbox was borrowing the IPTV

licence of Thaicom's DTV Service Co
and would switch to the IPTV licence
of Intouch. Intouch has synergised its
business units to provide services.

Intouch, formerly known as Shin
Corp, is the parent of AlS and
Thaicom. It has explored all avenues
to expand its TV-broadcasting and
digital-content businesses.

Last month Intouch Media set up
a 51:49 joint venture with South
Korea's Hyundai Home Shopping
Network Corp to launch a home-
shopping service in Thailand.

business. It has been approached by
some digital-TV operators about
becoming their partner but it does
not want to rush into the business.
Intouch joined the auction for a
digital TV licence in 2013, but
dropped out after the bids went way

beyond what it thought was sensible.

Last September, Intouch Media
formed a 50:50 joint venture with
Kantana Group to produce and
broadcast television programmes.
The initial investment was Bt20 mil-
lion for each partner.

News ID: C-150505003025 (5 May 15/07:33)
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High Shopping Co, which is
expected to up and running by
November or December, will be part
of Intouch's digital-content business
unit, which provides products and
services through TVs, mobile devices
and the Internet.

The unit leverages the technology
of its telecom, satellite, mobile net-
work and high-speed broadband
subsidiaries.

Executive chairman Somprasong
Boonyachai has said Intouch is still
interested in entering the digital-TV

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com
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