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BROADCASTING

Red boss gripes to NHRC
over closure of Peace TV

POST REPORTERS

Red-shirt co-leader Weng Tojirakarn yester-
day petitioned the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) against the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission’s (NBTC) April 30 order per-
manently shutting down Peace TV.

Dr Weng, accompanied by three news
anchors from the former channel, pre-
sented the protest letter to NHRC com-
missioner Niran Pitakwatchara.

The petition said the NBTC's decision
to pull the plug on Peace TV was unjust
and illegal.

The same group submitted a similar
letter to the Office of the High Commis-
sioner on Human Rights for Southeast Asia
at the United Nations office in Bangkok
last Friday.

“On April 30, we were ordered to close
without prior notice. The NBTC’s action
did not comply with the law and is unjust,”
Dr Weng said. “There was no setting up
of a fact-finding committee to pursue the

News ID: C-150508001069 (8 May 15/05:24)
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case and the penalty is outside manda-
tory protocol”

Dr Niran said the NHCR would discuss
the issue on May 20 and invite representa-
tives from Peace TV and the NBTC to
give information.

He made the point that the NHRC did
not have legal authority and could only
submit recommendations based on its
findings in the case to relevant agencies.
Peace TV executives could take the case to
the Administrative Court using the NHRC
report, he added.

The NBTC's five-member committee
voted 4-1 to revoke the licence of the red-
shirt affiliated station for broadcasting con-
tent forbidden by the National Council for
Peace and Order that “could stir up unrest”.

The content was broadcast on the Mong
Klai (Look Beyond) programme hosted by
Jatuporn Prompan, chief of the red-shirt
movement, on April 18.

Mr Jatuporn denied saying anything that
day that could instigate conflict or cause
divisions within society.
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2:0:;::?:;?6200 Headline: NHRC to consider Peace TV licence revocation
Moreover, the rights commis-
N H R[ t - d sion will also invite NBTC member
0 (OnSI EI' Supinya Klangnarong — the only
. person who opposed the licence
Pe ace TV llcence revocation — to explain the
watchdog'’s decision.
. The NHRC will then call red-
revocatlon shirt co-leader and Peace TV
news anchor Jatuporn Prompan,
who is believed to be behind the
THE NATION contentious programme, to give
anaccount.
RED-SHIRT co-leader Weng _ OnMay 20, the commission
Tojirakarn along with Peace TV will hold a meeting to examine
news anchors filed a petition with the process under which the
the National Human Rights licence was cancelled and see if
Commission (NHRC) yesterday to Peace TV was given a fair oppor-
fight the National Broadcasting tunity to defend itself.
and Telecommunications Niran said the NBTC could
Commission (NBTC)’s decision to only block a controversial pro-
revoke its broadcasting licence gramme from being broadcast,
last week. but not shut down the station
NHRC Commissioner Niran because it would affect the staff.
Pitakwatchara accepted the peti- “If today we are not able to lis-
tion, saying the commission has ten to different opinions, then it
the right to check if the NBTC had will be difficult to achieve our aim
violated the freedom of press, of moving toward democracy, to
which is guaranteed by the inter- build reformand [fulfil] expecta-
imcharter. tions that a new constitution will
lead to reconciliation among all
Ready tolistentoall sides Bt e pdinteo Ul
He added that the NHRC
would also look into facts to see if
Peace TV did indeed broadcast
programmes that might be
deemed as inciting division in
society.
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UIH BACKS BROADBAND
HOLDING COMPANY

United Information Highway, a
provider of high-speed data net-
work services, is ready to support
the Information and
Communications Technology
Ministry's planned formation of a
“National Broadband Holding
Company", said UIH executive com-
mittee chairman Vichai
Bencharongkul.

The ministry plans to create the
holding company to oversee the
country’s broadband policy, aiming
to prevent redundant investment in
broadband networks by private and
state agencies and promote net-
work sharing. The ministry will
allow state and private telecom
operators to join the holding com-
pany.

Vichai, who also serves as presi-
dent of the Telecommunications
Association of Thailand, said the
holding company would enable all
involved to avoid redundant net-
work investments.

News ID: C-150508003042 (8 May 15/06:04)
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