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Headline: 4G auction rejig urged

G auction rejig urged

A sign directing customers to switch to 4G at a True shop in Bangkok. The amount of bandwidth to be auctioned in November is too
small to provide high quality mobile broadband connection, says industry leader Vichai Bencharongkul. NARUPON HINSHIRANAN

Bandwidth offered
insufficient for service

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

An ICT technology association is urging
the prime minister to invoke Section 44
to redesign the fourth generation (4G)
spectrum auctions, saying the amount of
bandwidth on offer is impractical.

“It will be a waste of time and natural
resources if the government is determined
to move ahead with its 4G spectrum auc-
tion plan without accepting other ideas
from the private sector,’ said Vichai Ben-
charonglul, former chairman of the Thai
Federation of ICT Technology Association,
which consists of some 2,000 ICT-related
private companies.

The amount of bandwidth on the 1800
megahertz spectrum to be sold is not suf-
ficient to provide effective 4G commercial

wireless broadband service, he said.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
will hold an auction for two licences for 25
MHz of bandwidth on the 1800-MHz spec-
trum, each containing 12.5 MHz of band-
width. The auction is slated for Nov 11.

The reserve price for 12.5 MHz of band-
width will be 11.6 billion baht.

“The 12.5 MHz band is too small to
deliver high quality mobile broadband
connection,” said Mr Vichai.

“We urge Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha to make an order under Section
44 of the interim constitution to recall
the unused 25 MHz of bandwidth of the
1800- MHz spectrum from mobile operator
DTAC for the 4G auctions,” he said.

Section 44 gives Gen Pravut, in his
capacity as chairman of the National
Council for Peace and Order, the unfet-
tered right to exercise the powers of the
executive, legislative and judicial branches
for security and in the national interest.

“At least 20 MHz of bandwidth per

licence is needed for practical 4G service,’
he said.

In addition, a block size of 2.5 MHz is
an immense waste of spectrum, he said.
Blocks of five or 10 MHz for each licence
are more practical.

“The auction details need to be rede-
signed in order to maximise the use of
spectrum,” Mr Vichai said.

DTAC earlier floated the idea of reshuf-
fling and returning its unused spectra to
the NBTC for 4G auctions, expecting noth-
ing in return.

DTAC has 50 MHz of the 1800-MHz

frequency for voice services (halfunused),
plus 10 MHz of the analogue 850-MHz fre-
quency bandwidth for data services. Its
mobile concession with CAT Telecom will
expire in 2018.

Mr Vichai also urged the NBTC to
bring the 900-MHz spectrum, now used
by mobile leader Advanced Info Service,
together with the 1800-MHz spectrum,
now used by DTAC, to auction before their
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concessions expire. This will allow opera-

tors to manage their spectrum utilisation.
Bid winners will be allowed to use the

frequencies after the concessions end.

A member ofthe ad hoc national digital
economy committee, who asked not to be
named, supported Mr Vichai's idea, admit-
ting that the amount of 25 MHz bandwidth
is not enough for operators to deliver
highly efficient, cost-saving 4G service.

LTE (long-term evolution) technol-
ogy standard requires at least 20 MHz
to efficiently provide 4G service, while
LTE-Advanced standard requires up
to 100 MHz bandwidth — five times as
much bandwidth as conventional LTE
offers — to support very high speed
data transmission.
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|CT Ministry, NBTC to present telecom
plans to digital economy panel today

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE Information and Communications
Technology Ministry will propose its
framework for telecom spectrum man-
agement, including bandwidth intended
for reallocation by auction, to the ad-
hoc National Digital Economy
Committee today, ICT Minister
Pornchai Rujiprapa has said.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission will
also report to the same committee today
on its progress in preparing auctions of
bandwidth on the 900- and 1,800-
megahertz spectra, NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith said.

Pornchai said that if the committee
gives its approval, the ministry and the
NBTC would jointly draw up complete
details of the plan to reclaim the spec-
tra, which would be submitted for the
digital economy committee’s considera-
tion next month.

“We'll work together to determine
which portions of the S0O0MHz,
900MHz, 1,800MHz, 2.3GHz and
2.6GHz spectra will be put up for auction
and on which bands the NBTC may face
problems when reclaiming them,” he
said. The ministry’s spectrum-manage-
ment plans include which bandwidth is
to be reclaimed and how much compen-
sation the state agencies currently hold-
ing the affected bands are entitled to.

It also includes the rearrangement of
the 1,800MHz spectrum, different
bands of which are currently used by
TrueMove, Digital Phone Co (DPC) and
Total Access Communication (DTAC).
Connecting them would enable the tele-
coms that win licences for that spectrum
to provide service on optimal bandwidth
capacity, but DTAC’s portion of the
spectrum currently stands between
those of TrueMove and DPC.

The NBTC will put four licences up
for auction, two of 12.5MHz each on the
1,800MHz spectrum and two of I0MHz
each on the 900MHz spectrum. It plans
to hold the 1,800MHz auction in
November, and take bids for the two
900MHz licences the following month.

Auctions to be rescheduled?

The two 1,800MHz bands it will put
up for auction are now used by
TrueMove and DPC, whose conces-
sions expired in September 2013. The
900MHz band belongs to Advanced
Info Service, whose concession expires
this September. Pornchai said his min-
istry’s spectrum-management plan
might force the NBTC to reschedule its
auctions, but any delay should be just a
few months.

The NBTC last year hired Business
Navigator Consulting and AEC
Advisory (Thailand) to study many
aspects of its plan to auction the
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900MHz and 1,800MHz spectra,
including the possible impacts of the
auctions.

The joint study found that AIS is
expected to need additional spectrum
to provide fourth-generation service. If
AIS can acquire the 900MHz band-
width at the auction, it is expected to
allocate part of the band to serve exist-
ing 3G customers and use the band-
width it already holds on the 2.1GHz
spectrum for 4G. AIS has yet to offer a
commercial 4G service, because of
spectrum constraints.

If AIS cannot acquire more than
5MHz of bandwidth, it is expected to
partner with its current concession
holder TOT to use the state agency’s
band on 2.1GHz or 2.3GHz to enhance
its wireless broadband service, accord-
ing to the study.

The 1,800MHz auction will be very
important for True and DTAC, which
already provide commercial 4G servic-
es using the 2.1GHz spectrum. Rolling
out 4G-1,800M Hz network equipment
will require low capital expenditure.

The study also warned that further
delays of the 900MHz and 1,800MHz
auctions would discourage the existing
4G operators from expanding their
networks. Such a delay would encour-
age private operators to seek partner-
ship with CAT Telecom or TOT to use
their spectra for 4G, which would bring
in revenue for those state agencies.
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Thai
Pulse

recipes have been cooked
se"eral up for a charter referen-
dum even though Prime Minister Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha is still keeping mum about whether
one will be held, Siam Rath Weekly says.

The draft charter is half-way through its
journey, said the article entitled “Referendum
formula for Gen Prayut’s decision”.

The National Reform Council (NRC), the
cabinet and National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO) have until May 25 to send what
they propose should be changed in the draft to
the Constitution Drafting Committee (CDC).

The CDC will consider whether to accept the
proposed changes then send a final draft to the
NRC before Aug 6.

“Only about four months are left before the
NRC votes on whether it will endorse the draft
charter or not. That is why various groups are
asking for clarity on this matter from PM Gen
Prayut,’ the article said.

The PM, however, evidently thinks there is
still time to consider the referendum question,
as he has yet to give any hint of where he stands.

He suggested the CDC, NRC and National
Legislative Assembly make a joint decision
on whether a vote should be held on the
draft charter.

Once these organisations reach a consensus
they would inform the NCPO formally.

“It seems Gen Prayut and the NCPO wants
to make sure everything will run smoothly as
areferendum requires an amendment to the
provisional charter, a process which must be
initiated in the NLA," the article said.

For now, most members of the CDC, NRC
and NLA seem to want a referendum but a
consensus has not been reached.

News ID: C-150511001067 (11 May 15/06:06)

Compiled by ATIYA ACHAKULWISUT

Also, opinions vary about what format the
referendum should take if it’s ever held.

Some diverse formats have been proposed.
One idea is to have a point-by-point vote,
especially on sections that generate contro-
versies such as the composition of the Senate,
how the prime minister is elected or the elec-
toral system.

This idea is proposed by Peerasak Porjit,
deputy chairman of the NLA. He argued that
this way, the entire draft will not go to waste.

Another option is to pair the new draft
with an old charter, perhaps the 1997 or
2007 version.

Under the rationale, the version that receives
a majority of votes will be promulgated even
if the new draft charter has been approved by
the NRC.

This recipe is opposed by members of the
government, who view the process as compli-
cated and likely to cause confusion.

More importantly, they believe the old
charters are no longer suitable for the present
political reality. The old documents do not sup-
port reform or reconciliation either.

Another idea comes from Niran Pantharakit,
a member of the NRC and its political reform
committee, who proposed that public hearings
be held before the draft is sent to a referendum.

Once the CDC revises the draft according to
proposals made by the NRC, government and
NCPO, the draft would be sent for public hear-
ings in every province.

The input would then be forwarded to the
CDC which can revise the draft and send the
final version to the NRC.

This proposal will lengthen the process of
enshrining the new constitution. It has received
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Maj Gen Aphiratch Khongsomphong, new
chairman of the GLO’s board, appears on the cover
of the Nation Weekly. He is threatening to impose
harsh measures if the lottery is still selling at
more than 80 baht on June 16.

little support because most people view the
public hearing process as a waste of time.

The last proposal is from CDC member Pai-
boon Nititawan, who suggests a referendum be
held after the draft charter is promulgated.

According to Mr Paiboon, the referendum
should focus only on controversial sections.
This way, the NCPO'’s roadmap to the next elec-
tion will not be derailed while the public has a
chance to give its input.

As for the draft charter’s timeline, the CDC
should convene a session to consider whether
to accept changes that have been proposed by
post-coup bodies on June 1-6.

“Tt will be interesting to see if the CDC agrees
to the proposed changes. If not, will a stiff
attitude provoke conflicts among the coup-
appointed bodies?” the story asked.

Lotto head
warns bosses

I lottery tickets are still selling at more than

80 baht on June 16, harsh measures will
be taken, says the new chairman of the lot-
tery board.

Lottery vendors will have some time to
adjust to the new era of lower pricing, Maj Gen
Aphiratch Khongsomphong tells Siam Rath
Weelly in a cover story entitled “S44 to tackle
overpriced lottery’”.

The deputy chief of the 1st Army was
appointed chairman of the GLO board on May
1. He said he planned to tackle the overpriced
lottery tickets in phases.

News ID: C-150511001067 (11 May 15/06:06)
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The first phase, to run from June to Decem-
ber, will be about confronting the problem, Maj
Gen Aphiratch said.

“This period coincides with an expiration of
lottery quotas. Only those who comply with the
Government Lottery Office’s policy, are good
boys and do not try to take advantage of the
office will have their contracts renewed. I will be
the sole decider,” Maj Gen Aphiratch said.

The second phase will cover the start of next
year to the next election.

During this phase, the GLO will launch some
new products or find ways to distribute its
own lotto so it can exert control over the price,
he said.

Whether there will be an online lottery, and
whether purchases can be made through ATM
machines or convenience stores are long-
term issues which should be decided after
the election.

Maj Gen Aphiratch admitted the problem
with contracted distributors, who are often
blamed for causing inflated prices, will not go
away because the GLO has never invested in its
own distribution channels.

He told groups of contracted distributors not
to cause any trouble or they would not be able
to live in the country.

“Do not make any moves. Let the past stay
in the past. I don't want to unmask anyone or
expose the entire gang. Otherwise you won't be
able to live in Thailand. These include people
close to you; your children, wife, driver, nomi-
nee, whoever,” Maj Gen Aphiratch said.

Whether the GLO will succeed in getting rid
of the problem is up to all Thais, he said. People
who continue to take advantage of society
would be punished.

Chavalit
gets zesty

G Chavalit Yongchaiyudh is like ginger.
en The more he ages, the zestier he

becomes, says Matichon Weekly.

The 83-year-old former prime minister shot
back into the news recently after some reports
implicated him in the April 10 bomb blast at the
Central Department Store on Samui island, said
the article entitled “Old ginger named Jiew”

Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wong-
suwon dismissed the reports that Gen Chavalit
was involved. He said Gen Chavalit only hap-
pened to be in the South around that time.

“Instead of staying still after hearing the full
impact of the Samui bomb blast, Gen Chav-
alit has become more active and made more
moves,’ the article said.

On Apr 29, Gen Chavalit appeared on a Peace
Special programme on Peace TV, which had just
been ordered closed by the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
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(NBTC) for allegedly instigating disorder.

“His appearance there is a hint that he stood
in camaraderie with the red shirts,” said the
news magazine.

After the red shirt-linked Peace TV was taken
off the air, Gen Chavalit made another move
by travelling to Ayutthaya to meet rice farmers
in trouble.

He also told reporters he would like
to see the government help rice farmers
more effectively.

Why is Gen Chavalit making these moves?

Do not forget that Gen Chavalit once
declared that he would wage a “final war” to
give former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra
a chance to return home, the story said.

“Gen Chavalit was approached [by the Thak-
sin campl] to serve as prime minister [after the
People’s Power party won the 2007 election].
However, he set some conditions which were
not met, so the post went to the late Samak
Sundaravej,” the article said.

A wild-card ride to the premiership seems
unlikely for Gen Chavalit today.

“It is still not clear whether Gen Chavalit is
|acting] after consulting someone or whether he
spotted an opportunity and is trying to expand
it," the article said.

The only thing that is clear is the former
PM appears to be moving in opposition to the
NCPO and government.

“Gen Chavalit may be viewed as a broken
man in politics but it would not be wise to
underestimate him,” the article said.

Contact thaipulse@bangkokpost.co.th

Do not underestimate the old ginger, Matichon
Weekly says of former Prime Minister Gen Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh who has made some political
movements recently.

News ID: C-150511001067 (11 May 15/06:06)

47 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 3/4




Section: First Section/OPINION

Bangkok POSt Date: Monday 11 May 2015
Volume: - No: - Page: 12(Top)
Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 129.61 Ad Value: 194,415 PRValue (x3): 583,245 Clip: Full Color

Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,500 Column: Thai Pulse: Charter poll options grow, but no decision yet

and other NRC mem-
bers receive copies

Reform Council
chairman Thien-
chay Kiranandana
of the first draft of
the new constitution
from the Constitu-
tion Drafting Com-
mittee at parliament.
A few options have
been proposed for a
referendum though
the prime minister
has not made a deci-
sion whether one will
be held.
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