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Thai TV Co director Pinyo Rutham (centre) and the company’s lawyer Suchart Chomkul (left) explain some legal aspects to the media after
meeting with the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission. PATIPAT JANTHONG

Thai TV directors face
-year platform ban

Company refuses to
pay remaining fees

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN
SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

The regulator is threatening to ban direc-
tors of cash-strapped Thai TV Co from
running a broadcasting business for three
years if the company returns its two digital
TV licences.

This could be another hardship for
Thai TV, which failed to pay the second
instalment of licence fees worth 288 mil-
lion baht to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
on Monday.

The company is facing losses of 300

million baht from running Loca children’s
and Thai TV 1177 news channels.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said Thai TV Co must pay the regulator
the remaining five instalments of licence
fees worth 1.6 billion baht even it wants to
return the two licences.

“If the company does not pay the second
instalment within 15 days after the May 25
deadline, its directors will be banned from
operating broadcasting licences for digital
terrestrial TV, satellite TV and cable TV for
three years,” he said.

Digital TV licence holders can broadcast
their channels in every platform as a digi-
tal TV licence is universal according to the
must-carry rule. If any digital TV licence
holder wants to revoke the licence, they
must request a new licence, for satellite TV
in particular. Satellite TV allows operators
to advertise a maximum of six minutes per
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7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip,com

hour while digital TV gets 12 minutes.

Thai TV Co’s chairwoman Pantipa
Sakulchai said her company would focus
on satellite TV after giving up on digital.
If Ms Pantipa is banned, the company will
establish a new entity to oversee its satellite
TV business, it said.

Suchart Chomkul, a lawyer for Thai TV
Co, insisted the company would not pay
the remaining fees. “We must take a look
at who really broke the contract,” he said.

The NBTC has no right to seize Thai
TV’s guarantee letter as it has not worked
to facilitate a smooth transition to digital TV
and fumbled the subsidy voucher distribu-
tion, Mr Suchart alleged.

Kasikornbank chairman Banthoon
Lamsam said the financial positions of all
digital TV operators who used the bank’s
guarantee service remain in good shape
despite competition and a weak economy.
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Defiant Thai TV to
guit digital arena

THREATENS TO BROADCAST ON MULTIPLE PLATFORMS;
VOWS TO FIGHT IF BANK GUARANTEE FORFEITED

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
SUCHEERA PINIJPARAKARN
THENATION

EMBATTLED digital TV broadcaster
Thai TV Co yesterday threatened to
broadcast its news and other content on
multiple platforms except through dig-
ital TV receivers in a defiant move that
could undermine the country’s transi-
tionfromanalogtodigital broadcasting.

In the first round of talks with the
National Broadcasting and Telecom
Commission (NBTC) yesterday, the firm,
which had earlier told the agency that it
wanted to give up two digital TV broad-
casting licences, remained adamant and
accused the agency of failing to imple-
inent the broadecasting transition proper-

V.

Pinyo Rootham, director of Thai TV,
said the firm is not bankrupt as speculat-
ed, even though it decided not to pay the
second instalment of licence fees to the
NBTC early this week.

“I want to assure our audiences that
our content will continue to be on air on
satellite and cable TV platforms as well
as on social media like Facebook and
YouTube. We also have three popular
magazine titles, which remain intact. In
otherwords, werenot going away except

News ID: C-150528003003 (28 May 15/06:00)
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were no longer on the digital TV plat-
form,” he said.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said Thai TV could face the risk
of being blacklisted by the agency for a
period of up to three years 1if it fails to
meet the NBTC's conditions on giving up
licences.

Ifitis ontheblacklist, the firm will not
be able to apply for licences to broadcast
on satellite, he added.

Pantipa Sakulchai, chairwoman of
Thai TV, said Thai TV plans to return to
its existing satellite TV channel, called
Mysterychannel, while Pinyo said its con-
tent will also be on local cable TV chan-
nels throughout the country.

Pinyo said the NBTC did notdo a good
job with public relations when launching
the digital TV platform while its distribu-
tion of coupons for households to buy set-
top boxes was significantly below target.

Overall, few households in the coun-
try watch the firm’s content on digital TV
receivers.

Thai TV alsosaid itwould challengethe
NBTC’s authority to seize bank guaran-
tees amounting to morethan Bt1.750 bil-
lion placed with the agency for two digi-
tal broadcasting licences — one for news
and theotherforchildrens programming,.

Legally speaking, the NBTC’s contract

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/2




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,040

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Thursday 28 May 2015

Volume: 40 No: 54421
Col.Inch: 81.96

Ad Value: 167,198.40
Headline: Defiant Thai TV to quit digital arena THREATENS TO BROADCAST ON MULTIPLE...

Page: 1A(Center)
PRValue (x3): 501,595.20

Clip: Full Color

Thai TV channel director Pinyo Rootham and other executives issue a much-anticipated joint

broadcast yesterday at the Thai TV headquarters in Bangkok.

with the firm is to provide a broadcasting
infrastructure but the agency had failed
to deliver after the firm had paid the first
instalment last year so there would be a
dispute if the bank guarantee is forfeited,
said Thai TV.

The NBTC levies a fine of 7.5 per cent
onany late payment oflicence fees, which
works out to about Bt60,000 per day in
the case of Thai TV.

Banthoon Lamsam, chairman of the
board of Kasikornbank, one of the banks
that issues bank guarantees to digital TV
bidders, said the TV industry is facing a
greater risk due to the economic uncer-
tainty, asall 24 operators have to compete
for alimited pool of advertising revenues.

“Theunclear conditions asannounced
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4 iIQNews(

www.ignewsclip.com

N

by the regulator have also affected digital
TV, he said, adding the bank has no plan
to consider setting a loan-loss provision
for the digital TV sector at this stage.

Meanwhile, the NBTC will seek
approval from the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) todistributean
additional 9 million vouchers to house-
holds to redeem digital TV signal receiv-
ing equipment so as to expand the view-
er base. It has already given away vouch-
ers to 14 million households.

The NBTCwill also ask forthe NCPO’s
approval to compensate digital TV oper-
ators on airtime used by the NCPO, esti-
mated to be around 2,500 minutes per
channel.
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Nation TV to get more variety, game shows

PICHAYA CHANGSORN
THE NATION

DEEPLY involved in the “battle for
eyeballs” in the highly competitive
television industry, Nation
Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) yes-
terday announced the biggest TV-
programme revamp for Nation TV in
15 years, including its first game show.

The reshuffle, which affects 30-40
per cent of the station’'s programmes,
tilts towards more variety and edu-
tainment content, reducing the pro-
portion of pure news content that had
traditionally represented 90 per cent
of its shows, said chief executive
Adisak Limprungpatanakij.

“Many people have said Nation TV
channelis serious ... not fun. Actually
our team are fun people.

“We hardly changed our pro-
grammes in the past 15 years, when
80-90 per cent were the same
shows. But now there is intense
competition in digital TV broad-
casting, and many variety channels
have invaded Nation TV's sphere
because of the NBTC [National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission]
rule that everyone has to have at
least 25 per cent news content.

“So, simply speaking, as we have
been invaded [by variety channels],
we will do more variety” programmes
inresponse, he said.

Adisak said NBC was confident it
could keep its existing audience base

Nation Broadcasting Corp chief eece Adisak Limprungpatanakij

£

announces the station’s new TV programmes withits content partners and
anchors at NBC's new studio, Nation TV Town @ The Coast.

whileits shift to less hard-news con-
tent would help it seize new groups of
TV viewers, including families and
younger consumers. The company
expects to see a “noteworthy” profit
for 2015.

Higher fixed costs from digital-TV
licences that it won a year ago,
totalling Bt12 million a month, are
also amajor factor prompting NBC to
expand its revenue base.

The corporation will spend about
Bt40 million on the production and
prizes awarded to participants of its
“factual game show" dubbed “The
People”. Well-known actor, singer
and disc jockey Piyawat “PK"
Kempetch will run the show, which
will air at 8pm every Sunday, begin-
ning on June 7.

Other new programmes include

News ID: C-150528003017 (28 May 15/06:01)
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“Ajarn Sam Sakod Jit", featuring a
hypnosis therapist; “Suay Lor Perfect”,
a fashion talk show; “Koo Ching Koo
Champ", a daily business-news analy-
sis programme; and “The Hacker”,
featuring live hacking shows by infor-
mation-technology guru Prinya Hom-
anek.

Adisak said NBC and its partners
would spend no less than Bt100 mil-
lion for the new programmes, in addi-
tion to Bt60 million that it had invest-
edonits new TV studio at The Coast
building on Bang Na-Trat Road.

Despite the revamp, NBC will still
meet the NBTC's regulation to main-
tain at least 50 per cent of its airtime
for news programmes, because some
of the new ones should still be regard-
ed as news and documentary con-
tent, he said.
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