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Thai TV’s office in Bangkok's Lat Phrao district. The ope;'ator -g.ave up on digital T\f and failed to pay its auction fee. THANA-RAK KHUNTON

NBTC moves to collect Thai TV payment

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) says it
will today ask Bangkok Bank (BBL), the
guarantee issuer, to pay money on behalf
of Thai TV Co after the operator failed to
pay the auction fee again yesterday.

The payment will total more than 288
million baht for the second instalment of
auction fees.

Thai TV, which operates two digital
TV channels, failed to pay the second

instalment of the auction fee even after
the regulator extended the payment dead-
line from late last month until yesterday.

“We will today send a formal letter to
inform BBL and claim the money from
the bank immediately,” NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith said.

After that, the NBTC will send the money
to state coffers.

Mr Takorn said the regulator would send
anew letter to Thai TV asking it to pay a 2%
annual fee worth 2-3 million baht within
90 days and a 60,000 baht fine per day for

News ID: C-150616001088 (16 Jun 15/06:40)
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failing to pay the fee.

Thai TV placed a guarantee letter worth
1.6 billion baht for its two digital TV chan-
nels — the Loca children’s channel and
Thai TV news channel.

The NBTC said the company could stop
broadcasting the two channels after it paid
the remaining auction fee instalments and
annual fees totalling 1.63 billion baht.

Thai TV wants to return its two digital
licences and move the channels to the satel-
lite system. It faces a 300-million-baht loss
from running both channels.
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Channels 3, 7 exempted from licence fee, source says

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

CHANNELS 3 and 7 will be
exempted from paying the annual
fee for their analog-TV licences, a
source with the broadcasting regu-
lator said yesterday.

The source said the committee
approved a combined refund of
Bt252.2 million for the two analog
TV stations.

Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television (BBTV), the operator of
Channel 7, will receive Bt68.9 mil-
lion, equivalent to 2 per cent of last
year’s revenue of Bt3.45 billion.

Bangkok Entertainment Co, the

operator of Channel 3, would be
refunded Bt183.3 million.

BEC reported annual revenue of
Bt9.17 billion.

The source said the decision was
based on advice from the Council of
State that analog TV broadcasters,
which run under concessions, have
no obligation to pay the annual
licence fee, unlike digital terrestrial
channels.

BBTV’s concession was from the
Army, while BEC’s was from MCOT.

The broadcasting committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
was considering a way to give the
money back and would conclude
this matter soon, the source said.

News ID: C-150616003043 (16 Jun 15/06:03)
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However, a source at the NBTC
said BBTV had also paid a Bt4.2-
million annual licence fee for
Channel 7 HD, its digital TV opera-
tion.

The company reported revenue
of Bt211.7 million from its digital
TV operation last year.

BEC-Multimedia, which oper-
ates the 3HD digital TV station,
also paid out an Bt8.6-million
annual licence fee. Last year, the
company earned revenue of
Bt433.9 million.

In yesterday’s meeting, the
broadcasting committee also
approved the analog switchover
plan proposed by the Army, the
Public Relations Department,

MCOT and Thai PBS. They aim to
switch off their analog channels by
2018.

Meanwhile, Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the NBTC, said
his administration would tell
Bangkok Bank to honour its obliga-
tion to pay the Bt288-million sec-
ond instalment of the up-front
licence fees from Thai TV Co.

That company, which operates
the Thai TV digital news channel
and Loca family channel, has decid-
ed to give up its digital-TV business
and has refused to pay the instal-
ment.

Bangkok Bank agreed to guaran-
tee the fees when Thai TV Co won
the licences at auction in 2013.
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Headline: Call to open media to new entrants

Call to open media to new entrants

Panel probes B2.1m
journo bribe claim

MANOP THIP-OSOD

Regulation is still needed in the Thai media
market to make it fair, though the govern-
ment can afford to relax some barriers to
entry, says a study funded by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

The findings were presented at a forum
held by the NBTC and the Foundation for

Community Educational Media in Bang-
kok yesterday.

The presentation was conducted by two
co-researchers, Jompol Pithaksanti, a law
lecturer at the University of the Thai Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Pansari Kularb, a
lecturer at Chulalongkorn University’s
Faculty of Communication Arts.

The researchers called on the gov-
ernment to ask the committee on trade
competition to expand its responsibility
to cover competition in the media indus-
try, and support the entry of new players
through three measures.

In the first measure, the committee
should provide minor players with funding

and access to resources to improve their
chances of penetrating the media market.

In the second measure, the government
should encourage major players to enter
by relaxing regulations prohibiting them
from owning other types of mass media
at the same time.

The researchers, however, stressed the
balance between relaxing these regula-
tions and the influence of certain media
outlets should be maintained.

In the third measure, new major players
from other countries should be allowed
to compete in Thailand’s media market.

The government should relax laws
governing foreigners' holding of shares in

the media, said the researchers. Theerat
Ratanasewee, of Voice TV, said allowing
foreign companies to compete in the local
market was not something to worry about
as they would still have to follow Thai
laws anyway.

Meanwhile, four media associations
yesterday began probing allegations that
Abac Poll, of Assumption University, paid
a TV reporter 2.1 million baht to portray
it favourably.

It was said to be among 163 payments
to the media worth a total 4.4 million baht.

The associations were the National
Press Council of Thailand, the News
Broadcasting Council of Thailand, the Thai
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Broadcast Journalists Association and the
Thai Journalists Association.

A source said Jesada Anujaree, a
member of the NBCT and chairman of
the investigation panel, would ask the
university to provide copies of documents
pertaining to the payment details.

The panel wanted to know what type
of payments they were, and who were the
beneficiaries, the source said.

One unnamed TV reporter was accused
of receiving 2.1 million baht and would be
called for questioning.

The panel was also considering inviting
representatives of the university to join the
panel, said the source.
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