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Headline: Bid to end cross-border signal woes

Clip: Full Color

Bid to end
cross-border
signal woes

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecommunications regulator has
asked for help from the UN's International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) to set a
standard for cross-border frequency coor-
dination between Thailand and neighbour-
ing countries.

The move is in line with the five-year
master plan ending in 2016 of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the three-day cross-border fre-
quency coordination workshop being held
in Bangkok until tomorrow was a collabora-
tion with the ITU.

Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia
and Malaysia have long faced spectrum
interference in border areas.

“We hope to find a single solution to
manage the cross-border frequency as
well as other collaborations to improve and
build up capability in telecommunications
among the five countries,” Mr Takorn said.

Wireless spectrum interference in
border areas, especially between Thai-
land and Laos and Thailand and Malay-
sia, is a serious problem, as heavy signals
sent across borders disturb the signals of
other countries.
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Last year, Total Access Communica-
tion Plc (DTAC) was asked by the NBTC to
reduce the power of radio signals transmit-
ted in Udon Thani and Nong Khai to reduce
interference on the Thai-Laotian border.

Regulators had found DTAC's signals
were too powerful and caused serious dis-
turbance in Laos.

Mr Takorn said proper management
of the cross-border spectrum would also
protect customers from being overcharged
for international roaming rates when travel-
ling in border areas.

“Such strong signals from operators can
cause problems for customers,” he said.

“For instance, if we travel along the
border, our mobile could automatically
catch the stronger signal. Even though
we're still in our home country, we can be
charged the roaming rate. The new stand-
ard will help consumers with this issue.”

The NBTC now governs the telecom-
munications industry under its 2012-16
spectrum master plan, which is aimed at
enhancing coordination in managing fre-
quencies to maximise customer benefits.
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Regulator again votes against action in NMG shareholding row

THE NATION

AMAJORITY of the five-member broad-
casting regulator yesterday agreed that
News Network Corporation’s minority
stake in Nation Multimedia Group (NMG) is
legitimate.

News Network Corporation (NEWS),
formally known as Solution Corner (1998)
or SLC, owns a digital TV news station,
Springnews TV. It now also owns 12.27 per
cent of NMG, which wholly owns another
digital news TV channel, Nation TV.

However, under the rules governing the
auction of digital TV licences, a major
shareholder was not allowed to hold more
than 10 per cent of other companies in the
same licence category. “Major shareholder”
is not only defined as a person or juristic

person allowed to have ownership of not
more than 10 per cent of the company, but
also mutual beneficiaries.

Thawatchai Jittrapanun, member of
the Broadcasting Committee at the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC),
said its broadcasting committee voted yes-
terday the same way it did in March on this
issue — two supporting enforcement of the
auction rules on NEWS, one against, and
two abstaining. So the committee could
not take any action on the case.

Colonel Natee Sukonrat, who serves as
chairman of the committee, and Pol
Colonel Thaweesak Ngamsanga abstained
on the grounds that the auction rules
should be not enforced after the fact.

Lt-General Peerapong Manakit voted at
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yesterday’'s meeting against applying the
rules against NEWS.

Supinya Klangnarong and Thawatchai
Jittrapanun both voted that the rules must
remain in place in order to prevent media
hegemony by cross-shareholding in the
same licence category.

Yesterday’s decision was made on
behalf of all 10 members of the NBTC,
after the members of its telecom commit-
tee agreed that full authority on this issue
lay with the broadcasting committee.
Under Article 27(17) of the Frequency
Allocation Act, the authority to determine
whether mergers or acquisitions could
result in domination of the broadcasting
business to the detriment of people’s free-
dom to access news and information lies
with the NBTC.
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30MHz on 1,800MHz up for grabs

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE PLANNED telecom-bandwidth auction at
theend of the yearis expected tosee 30 megahertz
of the 1,800MHz spectrum put up for grabs,
instead of the 25MHz originally planned, after a
resolution yesterday by the National Broadband
Committee.

The committee, which is chaired by Deputy
Prime Minister MR Pridiyathorn Devakula,
acknowledged CAT Telecom’s plan toreturn 5SMHz
on that spectrum currently held by Total Access
Communication (DTAC) to the National
Broadcasting and  Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) for the auction.

The Information and Communications
Technology Ministry proposed CAT’s plan to the
committee to acknowledge.

ICT Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa said thisaddi-

News ID: C-150630003011 (30 Jun 15/06:08)
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tional bandwidth was estimated to be worth
between Bt5 billion and Bt6 billion for the state.

The original plan called for the NBTC to put
25MHzof'the 1,800MHz spectrum up forauction
in November, of which 12.5MHz was reclaimed
from TrueMove and the other half from Digital
Phone Co. The commission had estimated the
starting price at Bt11.6 billion per licence.

It has asked the International
Telecommunication Union to come upwithapos-
siblelicencestarting priceforthe 30MHzofband-
width.

The NBTC will hold public hearings on this
30MHz auction plan from July 18 to August 17.

Its secretary-general Takorn Tantasith con-
firmed that CAT had not attached any conditions
to this spectrum transfer and had to transfer it
before the start of the hearings.

The licensing body is expected to split the
30MHz into two licences.
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