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Thai TV seeks injunction against NBTC

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Thai TV Co, which failed to pay its second
auction fee instalment, yesterday sought
an injunction from the Central Adminis-
trative Court to prevent the broadcasting
regulator from claiming a 288-million-baht
bank guarantee.

It has also filed a lawsuit demanding
713 million baht in compensation from the
National Broadcasting and Communica-
tions Commission (NBTC), claiming the
regulator failed to facilitate a smooth transi-
tion to digital, said Suchart Chomsakul, a
lawyer for Thai TV.

The NBTC is alleged to have caused
delays in digital TV network expansion and
subsidy coupon distribution, listed as the
main reason for Thai TV'’s low viewership
and poor digital performance.

“The digital TV auctions held in late 2013
must be invalidated,” Mr Suchart said.

Thai TV failed to pay a second instal-
ment of 288 million baht after missing its
final deadline in June.

The NBTC has sent an official letter to

Bangkok Bank, the company’s guarantor,

requesting the money, but BBL refuses to

meet the request until Thai TV agrees.
The company also wants the NBTC to

cancel its total bank guarantee worth 1.6
billion baht and return the first instalment
payment of 169 million plus 7.5% interest.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn

Tantasith urged a rethink of the lawsuit,
saying: “Thai TV must still pay the remain-
ingauction fee to the NBTC unless the court
orders otherwise.”
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Clip: Full Color

THAITV SUES NBTC

Thai TV Coyesterday sued the
broadcasting regulator for Bt700 mil-
lion in compensation for its alleged
failures in overseeing the transition to
digital television.

The company is also seeking an
injunction against administrative
orders from the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

Thai TV Codecided to give up of
the digital-TV business by refusing to
pay the remaining instalments of its
up-front licence fees, amounting to
Bt1.6 billion, and annual fees for its
two licences.

The company also wanted torelin-
quishits two licences to run the Thai
TV news channel and the Loca family
channel.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NLA to scrutinise performance of NBTC

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
will review the work of the national broad-
casting regulator when it presents its 2014
annual report to the assembly tomorrow.

AnNLA source said the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC), which has come under
heavy criticism for its huge spending, will
be under close scrutiny when its 411-page
annual report is assessed by the assembly.

The document summarises the regula-
tor's performance and achievements in the
past fiscal year, with highlights being the
transition to digital TV and the 3G auctions.

The broadcasting regulator has brushed
aside criticism of its budget spending,
maintaining that all expenditures are trans-
parent and justified.

The source said the commission’s
handling of the discount coupons to help
viewers move from analogue to digital TV
is likely to face fierce questioning from
NLA members.

The NBTC has claimed that viewership
of digital TV has increased significantly
following the distribution of 690-baht

News ID: C-150701001027 (1 Jul 15/05:43)
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vouchers to subsidise the purchase of set-
top boxes to gain access to both digital ter-
restrial TV and satellite TV broadcasts.

It said the subsidy programme has cost
the state about 15 billion baht, but this was
money well spent because it has generated
cash flows of 63 billion baht, half of which
is from the set-top box industry and the
other half related to advertising spending
on digital TV.

The NBTC is also pleased with its han-
dling of the 3G spectrum auction, claiming
it has raised the telecom industry’s compet-
itiveness and attracted foreign investment.

The regulator is preparing for the fourth-
generation (4G) spectrum auction, which
is expected to take place this year.

However, the source said an audit by a
committee monitoring the performance
of the NBTC, known as the super-board,
did not paint a favourable picture of
the regulator.

Based on the annual performance and
evaluation report, the super-board says it
did not receive cooperation from the regu-
lator as it sought to assess several issues
including the frequency management
master plan.
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AIS, DTAC allowed to oversee 2G users

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Advanced Info Service (AIS) and Total
Access Communications (DTAC) have
been allowed by the telecom regulator
to oversee their existing second-gener-
ation (2G) customers after the conces-
sions expire, sharing a minimum of 30%
of revenue during the oversight period.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
(NBTC) telecom committee approved
the draft yesterday.

The 30% revenue-sharing rate is equal
to the annual revenue sharing of both

mobile operators until their concessions
expire, said Korkij Danchaivichit, the
NBTC'’s deputy secretary-general.

AIS operates 2G service on the
900-megahertz spectrum under TOT’s
concession, which expires in Septem-
ber. DTAC operates 2G on the 1800 MHz
under CAT Telecom’s concession, set to
expire in 2018.

AIS has 42 million subscribers, of
whom 3.5 million are on 2G service.
DTAC has 28.5 million subscribers, 5
million of whom are on 2G.

Mr Korkij said AIS expected to extend
the period to oversee 2G customers until
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February next year because the NBTC
plans to auction the 4G wireless
broadband licences on the 900 MHz
this December.

AlS’s 2G users must transfer to other
networks before the 2G system is shut off
after February.

For DTAC's concession, if its remain-
ing 5 million 2G users are completely
transferred to other networks by 2018, it
will have no need to oversee them.

Meanwhile, 2G customers under
True Move and Digital Phone Co will be
overseen by them for another six months
after the initial July 17 deadline.
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AlS and DTAC no
longer leaders in
cellular services

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED Info Service (AIS)sand
Total Access Communication
(DTAC)’s retail cellular services are no
longer classified as significant mar-
ket players (SMPs) under the new det-
initions approved by the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)’s telecom committee.

The committee approved the new
SMP definitions for five telecom-
service categories yesterday. Each cat-
egory is divided into wholesale and
retail segments. Those classified as
SMPs will be subject to stricter rules
and price caps.

Under the previous definitions, the
cellular business groups of AIS and
DTAC were classified as SMPs, as
their market sharesboth exceeded 25
per cent. The previous definitions did
not divide the telecom market into
retail and wholesale and did not take
into account market competition,
unlike the new definitions.

However, under the new defini-
tions, AIS, DTAC, True, CAT Telecom
and TOT are all classified as SMPs in
the wholesale cellular-service busi-
ness.

This cellular wholesale category
will be regulated by the NBTC refer-
ence rate of the mobile-phone net-
work interconnection fee, which now
is 45 satang per minute but will be
lowered to 34 satang per minute in
August. This fee is what the networks
of outgoing calls pay to the networks
of the call recipients.

Under the new and previous defi-
nitions, only True’s fixed broadband
Internet service is classified as an
SMP in the retail market, with 38.69
per cent of the market.

True, TOT, CAT, and Triple T
Broadband are classified as SMPs in
the wholesale fixed broadband
Internet service segment.
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