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Column: WINNERS: Freedom of expression

Clip: Full Color

WINNERS

Freedom of expression

Supporters of press freedom got two
gauzy but real lifelines in a week. The
Administrative Court ordered Peace TV
back on the air. This was a huge slap at
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission, which has
been creeping in to try to be the country’'s
official broadcast censor. Peace TV is the
perfect case. The in-your-face red-shirt
station is the bane of the junta’s bid to
destroy the old politics. The decision isn’t
final; the court will rule on the NBTC's
authority later. In Phuket, meanwhile,
naval officers explained how their feel-
ings were hurt by the online news reports
of Phuketwan’s Alan Morison and Chut-
ima Sidasathien. Few were impressed

by the intimidation. The prosecutors
didn’t even show up for the second and
last days of the trial, which has ended. A
decision on the case is due on Sept 1.
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