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Headline: Telecom regulator rejects True's request for 4G test

Telecom regulator rejects True’s request for 4G test

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission’s telecom committee
recently declined to grant True Corp’s
request to test fourth-generation
wireless broadband on a band of the
1,800-megahertz spectrum that will
be put up for auction in November.

According to an NBTC source, the
committee was concerned that if it
granted the request, it mightaffect the
planned auction.

True wanted to test 4G broadband
for 90 days on a combination of its

existing 2.1-gigahertz spectrum and
the 1,800MHz band in question. It
would use only 10MHz of the total
12.5MHz band on the 1,800MHz
spectrum forthetest. This1,800M Hz
band was earlier held by True's sub-
sidiary TrueMove.

Onthesame day when the telecom
committee considered True’s request,
Advanced Info Service requested that
if True’s request were granted, the
panel should also permit AIS’s sub-
sidiary Digital Phone Co (DPC) to
conduct a similar 4G test on the lat-
ter’s 1,800MHz band.

Undertheconcession system, CAT
Telecom granted bands on the

1,800MHz spectrum to both
TrueMove and DPC. After their con-
cessions expired in September 2013,
the NBTC reclaimed their bands for
an auction, now scheduled to take
place this November.

The source said the four current
members of the telecom committee
were divided on True’s request.
Committee chairman Setthapong
Malisuwan and Sukit Khamasundara
believed that the test was permissible
under NBTC rules. However, Prawit
Leesatapornwongsa and Prasert
Silphiphat disagreed, amid concern
that granting the request might affect
the planned auction.

In the end, the committee decided
to reject the request. Originally the
committee had five members, butone
has resigned from the post.

Prawitsaid atrial 4Gserviceonthe
1,800MHz spectrum this close to the
date of the auction might put the
NBTC at risk of legal action alleging
that it favours a certain operator over
other potential bidders.

He added that the test might also
affect those TrueMove subscribers
who have yet to migrate to other net-
works.

At present there are around
520,000 subscribers left on the
TrueMove network and around 1,000

News ID: C-150803003053 (3 Aug 15/06:11)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

on the DPC network. The NBTC
source said True sent the request for
the 4G test to the telecom committee
in February but the case was tabled
after the NBTC decided to auction
1,800MHz and 900MHz licences in
the same month of November.

The NBTC will hold the last pub-
lic hearing on the rules for the
1,800M Hz auction today.

In a separate matter, the NBTC
office has yet to submit for the tele-
com committee’s consideration a
request by  Total  Access
Communication (DTAC) to upgrade
10MHz of its existing 1,800MHz
bandwidth to provide a 4G service.
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3G rates to
drop further
as 4G rises

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Average mobile tariff prices are expected
to decline by atleast a further 10% after the
advent of commercial fourth-generation
(4G) wireless broadband service.

“We expect to see intense competi-
tion in the first quarter of 2016, as major
mobile operators expect to launch aggres-
sive promotional campaigns,” said Takorn
Tantasith, secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Bidders interested in participating in
November’s 4G spectrum auction must
submit details of their promotional tariff
packages to the NBTC in order to ensure fair
and cost-reflective tariff structures.

Auction winners will not be allowed
to charge rates higher than those pro-
posed beforehand.

“Tariff rates are not an important factor
in qualifying or disqualifying a bidder but
could encourage the creation of fair pack-
ages for consumers,” Mr Takorn said.

The NBTC plans to auction 50 megahertz
of bandwidth on the 1800- and 900-MHz
spectra on Nov 11 — two licences of 15
MHz bandwidth each on the 1800-MHz
spectrum and another two of 10 MHz each

o

—

Competition among mobile operators is expected to intensify early next year, with tariff
rates diminishing as a result. SEKSAN ROJJANAMETAKUN

on the 900-MHz spectrum.

Mr Takorn said average mobile tariff
rates in Thailand had since 2013 been fall-
ing by even more than the NBTC expected
thanks to the introduction of commer-
cial 3G.

The NBTC in mid-2013 imposed a new
rule requiring private mobile operators
holding operating licences for the 2.1-giga-
hertz spectrum to cut their 3G tariff plans
by at least 15% from 2G service rates as of
Dec7,2012.

The maximum 3G rate is now set at 82
satang a minute for voice service, down
from 97 satang before the new rule; 1.33
baht a message for SMS, down from 1.56
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baht; 3.32 baht a message for MMS, down
from 3.90 baht; and 28 satang a megabyte
for data service, down from 33 satang.

“We believe 3G tariff prices will continue
their decline once commercial 4G service
rolls out,” Mr Takorn said.

He said Thailand’s mobile tariff rates
for voice service were the third lowest in
Asean after Brunei and Singapore and
the fourth lowest for mobile data service,
according to an internal survey of all 10
member countries.

The survey found average mobile voice
service charge in Thailand averaged 55
satang a minute or 0.0036% of average
monthly personal income.
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GHINESE SHARE PLUNGE AND
FED KEEP TRADERS ON EDGE

MARKET MONITOR

NUNTAWUN POLKUAMDEE
DARANA CHUDASRI

Recap: Another plunge in Chinese
stocks and a growing belief that the
US will start raising interest rates

in September pushed down global
bourses before a recovery late in the
week. Asian currencies also sank
against the greenback with the Thai
baht slipping below 35 to a 14-year
low. The SET fell close to 1,400 before
a rally led by buying of blue chips that
had become bargains.

The SET Index swung between
1401.06 and 1,440.12 points, which
was also its Friday closing, up 0.1%
from a week earlier in turnover aver-
aging 37.58 billion baht a day.

Foreign investors were net sellers of
1.78 billion baht and brokers sold 1.37
billion. Institutional investors wee net
buyers of 1.83 billion baht and retail
investors bought 1.31 billion.

Big movers: Wice Logistics (WICE)
surged 83% above its 2.10-baht IPO
price to close at 3.84 baht on its first
day last Tuesday, before easing back
to 3.08 on Friday. Top loser DAII, after
big post-IPO gains the week before,
shed 37.8% to 5.35 baht. Top gainer
AJD rose 29.8% to 1.09 baht. TSF led
in volume, up 15.6% to 0.37 baht.
Leading in turnover, excluding WICE,
were KBANK, down 0.8% to 178 baht;
PTT, up 2.8% to 326 baht; and PTTGC,
adding 1.2% to 61.75 baht.

Newsmakers: The US Federal
Reserve left its key interest rate
unchanged, saying the economy and
job market continued to strengthen. It
described the risks to the economy as
“nearly balanced’, meaning it still sees
a greater threat of a new downturn
than of accelerating inflation and
excessive growth. However, many
analysts now see a September rate
increase as highly likely.

B The US economy bounced back
in the second quarter on stronger con-
sumer spending, exports and home
construction. GDP rose 2.3% year-on-
year, compared with 0.6% in the first

quarter, which had been revised from
a 0.2% contraction earlier. US jobless
claims rose in the week ended July 25
but remained near a 40-year low.

B China’s stock markets endured
another roller-coaster week. The
Shanghai Composite fell 8.5% on
Monday amid reports that banks
were trying to get to grips with their
financial exposure to the stock market.
Shares recovered later in the week but
July was still the worst month for the
market since August 2009.

B The Thai economy is going
from bad to worse, with June exports
recording the biggest fall in 42 months,
down 7.9% year-on-year to US$18.2
billion. Export value in the first half
was down 4.8%.

m The Fiscal Policy Office cut its
full-year growth forecast further to
3%, from 3.7% earlier this year, based
on an assumption of a 4% contrac-
tion in exports. The Bank of Thailand
on Friday also cut its forecast to
below 3%.

B The government will budget 133
billion baht for electric train routes,
roads and water management in fiscal
2016 starting on Oct 1.

B The Thai Retailers Association
(TRA) has nearly halved its 2015
sales growth projection to 3.2% from
6.3% last year, blaming the combined
impact of rising household debt,
drought and lagging state investments.

B The manufacturing production
index (MPI) fell 8% year-on-year in
June from the same period last year,
marking a fourth-straight month of
decline and the lowest level in 15
months, the Office of Industrial Eco-
nomics reported.

m The outlook for SME loans
remains poor, in line with the
struggling economy. Kasikornbank

(KBANK), the country’s largest SME
lender with a portfolio of 554 billion
baht, said its SME lending expanded
by just 4% this year. Its non-perform-
ing SME loans in the first half rose to
2.92%, from 2.48% at the end of 2014.
EThe NBTC responded to digital
TV operators’ concerns with a pro-
posal for a new license-fee regime
with rates that would vary according
to revenue, instead of the current flat
rate of 2% of gross annual revenue.
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Also, an operator would not have

to pay the fee if its revenue did not
exceed a certain level. Nonetheless,
digital channels are steadily gaining
in terms of advertising revenue, taking
1.6 billion in June, compared with 3.5
billion for their analogue peers.

W Passenger traffic through the
country's six major airports jumped
25% in the first half of this year to 54.3
million, according to Airports of Thai-
land Plc (AoT).

B The duty-free operator King
Power Group acquired a 9% stake in
SET-listed RS Plc, a leading music and
digital TV company, in a deal worth
940 million baht.

m Siam Cement Group (SCC)
reported Q2 net profit of 13.9 bil-
lion baht, up 25% from the previous
quarter and 63% from the same period
of the year before. [t announced an
interim dividend from Q1 earnings at
7.50 baht per share.

B JAS reported a Q2 net profit of
1 billion baht, down 92% from the
previous quarter but up 14% on the
year thanks to asset sales to JASIE The
result was 20% higher than the ana-
lysts’ consensus of 838 million baht.

B DELTA recorded a Q2 net profit
of 1.7 billion baht, up 15% year-on-
year, on increased sales, mainly
from mobile power supplies, and
cost control.

Coming up this week: Thailand’s
July inflation, US personal income and
spending in June are due on Monday.

B The Bank of Thailand’s Monetary
Policy Committee is expected to
leave interest rates unchanged when
it meets on Wednesday. Also due on
Wednesday are Indonesian second-
quarter GDP, US private-sector
employment for July, and euro zone
retail sales and composite purchasing
managers’ index (PMI).

mThailand'’s consumer confi-
dence index for July will be released
on Thursday.

Stocks to watch: Country Group
Securities recommends CK because
Q2 revenue will be strong, helped by
the sale of shares in Xayaburi Power
to CK Power Plc. Also recommended
are TVO on an earnings turnaround
from the soybean price recovery; AOT
on improving tourism; THCOM and
SPALI on strong earnings; and TPCH
as a high-growth stock.

Bualuang Securities has a buy
recommendation for MINT on the
tourism rebound in the second half,
but recommends selling AP due to
delays in some of its housing projects.
The broker also recommends high-
growth stocks such as IFEC, ILINK,

Page:

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

172




Section: Business/NATIONAL

Bangkok POSt Date: Monday 3 August 2015

Volume: - No: - Page: B8(Right)

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 54.18  Ad Value: 81,270 PRValue (x3): 243,810 Clip: Full Color

Circulation: 70,000 .
Ad Rate: 1,500 Column: MARKET MONITOR: CHINESE SHARE PLUNGE AND FED KEEP TRADERS ON EDGE

FSMART and SE BLS is underweight
on consumption-related stocks after
its researchers revised down profit
forecasts for ICHI and SST.

Technical view: Phillip Securities
and Bualuang Securities both see sup-
port this week at 1,380 and resistance
at 1,450 points.
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