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Headline: Govt to take direct charge of some spectra from NBTC
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Deputy Prime Minister MR Pridiyathorn Devakula visits the ‘NBTC Expo Thailand’ held by the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission under the theme ‘Future Trends in a Digital World’. Telecom and broadcasting
operators are attending the four-day event, which started yesterday and ends on Sunday at the Queen Sirikit
National Convention Centre.

Govt to take direct charge of some spectra from NBTC

licences on the 900MHz spectrum
and two on 1,800MHz. TOT previous-
ly granted the 900MHz bandwidth to
Advanced Info Service, under a con-

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

Queen Sirikit National Convention
Centre in Bangkok yesterday.
The Information and

THE GOVERNMENT will take overthe  Communications Technology

management of communications
spectra for national security and
public service from the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), which will only handle spec-
tra for commercial purposes, accord-
ing to Deputy Prime Minister MR
Pridiyathorn Devakula.

He made the remark in his
keynote speech at the “NBTC Expo
Thailand" (NET2015) event at the

Ministry and the NBTC next week will
discuss their plans to reclaim spectra
from state telecom enterprises, NBTC
secdretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said.

He acknowledged that he still did
not know how many 900-megahertz
licences would be put up for auction,
pending the discussion between the
NBTC and the ministry next week.

The NBTC said earlier that it
would call bids in November for two

News ID: C-150807003020 (7 Aug 15/06:07)
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cession that will expire on September
30.

While the NBTC will put some of
this spectrum up for auction, TOT
wants to keep some of it to continue
offering services.

Takorn said the NBTC was seeking
solutions to help TOT on thisissue.

According to an ICT Ministry
source, it is considering asking the
government to allow TOT to keep
10MHz of its total of 20MHz band-
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width on the 900MHz spectrum and
allocate the remaining 10MHz to the
NBTC forinclusion in the November
auction.

However, the ministry has to con-
sult with the commission first on
whether that is possible, and if it is
not, whether there is any other band-
width that could be given to TOT.

If TOT can keep 10MHz of the

900MHz spectrum, the NBTC will
have only 10MHz left to put on the
block. Originally it planned to auction
two 900MHz licences, each with
10MHz of bandwidth.

The ministry and the NBTC were
going to submit their own version of
the plan to reclaim spectra from
state enterprises but the government
told them to fine-tune and combine
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the plans for forwarding to the gov-
ernment.

Takorn said the NBTC would try to
reclaim bandwidth on the 700MHz,
900MHz, 1,800MHz, 2.3-gigahertz
and 2.5GHz spectra, and it might ask
the military-led government to use
its power under Article 44 of the
interim charter to help reclaim some
of this.
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CAT, TOT warned about
obstructing 4G auctions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government has warned CAT Telecom
and TOT Plc not to interrupt the fourth-
generation (4G) spectrum auction process,
for the sake of the national interest.

Any legal action against the planned 4G
auctions would violate the Frequency Allo-
cation Act, which stipulates the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has the authority to
reallocate spectrum slots by means of auc-
tion after the concession expires.

“We want to see the auctions of the
1800- and 900-megahertz spectra for 4G
service take place this year as scheduled,”
Deputy Prime Minister MR Pridiyathorn
Devakula said.

Earlier, the TOT labour union and execu-
tives threatened to take legal action against
the NBTC over the coming auctions of the
900-MHz spectrum to provide 4G service,
saying the regulator had no authority to
hold the auction since TOT still had the
right to operate the frequency after its con-
cession with AIS expired next month.

TOT claimed it was given permission
to operate the bandwidth spectrum by the
defunct national spectrum management
committee, which was under the Transport
Ministry 20 years ago.

The CAT labour union last month also
questioned the NBTC's authority to auction
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the 1800-MHz spectrum, as it is still part of
CAT's licence.

CAT believes it holds the rights to its
1800-MHz licence until 2025.

MR Pridiyathorn said the Information
and Communication Technology (ICT)
Ministry in collaboration with the NBTC
is on the verge of drafting a roadmap for
national spectrum management.

The roadmap will allocate some fre-
quency ranges to the two state telecoms
to provide their own services after their
mobile concessions expire.

It will also allocate some bands to pro-
vide public communications services for
national security.

“Personally, Idon't believe TOT and CAT
will take any legal action against the NBTC's
4G auctions,” MR Pridiyathorn said.

The cabinet and the National Digital
Economy Committee chaired by Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha have already
approved the schedule of the planned 4G
auctions, he added.

NBTC chairman ACM Thares Punsri
insists TOT and CAT cannot keep
spectra after the expiry of concessions, as
this would violate the Frequency Alloca-
tion Act.

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the NBTC and the ICT minister would meet
next week to discuss the issue and the fre-
quency management roadmap.
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