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NBTC to decide on True Move, DPC retaining fees

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will
decide today how much True Move and
Digital Phone Co (DPC) must pay for
retaining their customers after the expiry
of their concessions.

True Move and DPC, the latter a unit of
Advanced Mobile Service Plc, must pay the
money within 30 days after the regulator
sent them an administrative order, NBTC

secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said.

The NBTC in June concluded that True
Move and DPC must pay 1.4 billion and 200
million baht, respectively, to the agency
for retaining customers still using second-
generation (2G) mobile networks on the
1800-megahertz spectrum under conces-
sion agreements that expired in Septem-
ber 2013.

It ordered True Move and DPC toretain
their customers for another year after their
concessions expired, but they are not

allowed to acquire new subscribers under
the current oversight regulation.

“Revenue after operating expenses from
the customer retention [September 2013
to July 2014] must be passed to the NBTC,”
Mr Takorn said.

Operating expenses duringthe oversight
period include network rental fees paid to
CAT Telecom, management and operating
costs and staff salary.

The two operators refused to pay what
they sald were too hefty rates, as the

companies are facing accumulated losses
due to the regulation that they retain their
existing 2G customers for another year after
the concessions expired.

True Move still has 400,000 customers
on the 1800-MHz network, down from 17
million in September 2013.

DPC has fewer than 1,000, down from
80,000 in 2013.

Chalckrit Urairat, deputy director for
regulatory relations at True Corporation,
said True Move faced accumulated losses

News ID: C-150813001069 (13 Aug 15/05:04)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

of 6 billion baht due to the regulation.

He declined to elaborate, saying the
company would await the NBTC’s deci-
slon today.

Mr Takorn said True Move and DPC
as well as CAT Telecom had the right to
oppose the regulator’s decision through
legal moves.

Previously, CAT Telecom asked True
Move to pay 12 billion baht for the use
of its mobile network during the over-
sight period.
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Decision today on
post-concession

profit sharing

USANEE MONGKOLPORN

THE NATION

THE TELECOM Committee will
decide today whether TrueMove and
Digital Phone Co have to pass on their
post-concessions profits to the

National Broadcasting

and

Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) as specified in the rules.
Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al of the NBTC, said yesterday that the
NBTC’s position has been that the
operators have to pay both the income
theyearned during the so-called rem-
edy period to the regulator and rent to
CAT Telecom for using its network

during the remedy period.

The one-year remedy period ran
from September16, 2013 to September

17, 2014

After their concessions ended in
September 2013, the NBTC granted
themayear to continue migrating their
concession customers to other net-
works, on condition that revenue for
the operators, less expenses, during
that period would have to be forward-

ed to the state.

TrueMove has insisted that it suf-
fered a loss from its operations during
thatperiod after launching campaigns
to transfer customers to other net-

works.

TrueMove still has about 600,000
subscriberstoitsexpired service, while

DPC has about 1,000.

True has reported a Bt1.3 billion
net profit to shareholders of the par-
ent company in the second quarter of
this year, compared to a loss of Btl.7
billion in the same quarter last year.

According to its filing on Tuesday
to the Stock Exchange of Thailand, as
ofthe end of the second quarter, True’s
subscriber base had reached 24.4 mil-
lion, of which 19.5 million were sub-
scribers to True’s mobile service, 2.2
million to True Online’s broadband
Internetserviceand 2.7 millionto True
Visions cable and satellite television

service.
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Headline: NBTC panel to consider funding for ratings meter

Clip: Black/White

NBTC panel to consider
funding for ratings meter

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING Committee
will consider in the next two weeks
a proposal for Bt368.8 million in
early-stage funding for multi-screen
audience measurement, submitted
by the media association and digital
TV broadcasters.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), said on
Tuesday that he had received the
official written request from the
Media Agency Association of
Thailand (MAAT) and the digital
terrestrial television business.

He said they asked for the proj-
ect to develop a national TV ratings
and multi-screen audience system
tobe supported by the Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Research
and Development Fund for the
Public Interest (NBTC Fund).

Takorn said he had met with the
MAAT and broadcasters on Monday.

News ID: C-150813003032 (13 Aug 15/05:53)
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Takorn said he personally
believes that the establishment of a
national television ratings meter
would fall within the NBTC Fund’s
criteria.

Iffive members of the broadcast-
ing committee agree in principle
with this proposal, it will be fleshed
outand presented to the fund’s com-
mittee for approval before endorse-
ment by the 10 members of the
NBTC.

If everything goes smoothly, the
fund would finance this project by
October.

Although all the proceeds from
the late-2013 auction of 24 com-
mercial digital terrestrial TV
licences were transferred to state
coffers, the NBTC Fund still had
about Btl billion, which should be
sufficient for this project, Takorn
added.

MAAT chairwoman Wannee
Ruttanaphon has said a Bt1.4-billion
budget was needed to start up and
run the new TV ratings system for
six years.
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Headline: AIS and DTAC to share some telecom towers MOVE BY TELECOM OPERATORS AIMED AT...

AlS and DTAC to share
some telecom towers

MOVE BY TELECOM OPERATORS AIMED AT

STRENGTHENING THEIR NATIONWIDE SERVICE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED INFO Service and
Total Access Communication
(DTAC) will share some of their
telecommunication towers to
strengthen their nationwide serv-
ice. The companies will jointly dis-
close details of the plan tomorrow.

A DTAC sourece said it urgently
needed network facilities to expand
itsbroadband wireless service. This
follows the Central Administrative
Court’s injunction in May as
requested by CAT Telecom to pro-
hibit DTAC from providing further

network sharing by installing or
connecting the equipment it oper-
atesunder CAT’s concession agree-
ment with the third- and fourth-
generation equipment of other tele-
coms.

Currently, the subsidiary DTAC
TriNet (DTN), which operatesa 3G
service on the 2.1-gigahertz spec-
trum under a licence from the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), is the main customer of
DTAC’s network under the CAT
concession.

DTAC filed an appeal to the
Supreme Administrative Court in

June requesting revocation of this
injunctive relief order, so the com-
pany could continue expanding its
3G and 4G networks on 2.1GHz,
and sharing them with other oper-
ators.

DTAC argued that this infra-
structure-sharing prohibition seri-
ouslyrestricted the right of mobile-
phone users of 2.1GHz operators
nationwide to gain access to the
existing infrastructure of DTAC,
and is against the rights that the
law actually affords to them.

News ID: C-150813003006 (13 Aug 15/05:52)
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DTAC now has around 12,000
telecom towers, of which more than
8,000 are under its concession con-
tracts with CAT, while the rest
belong to DTN.

An Advanced Info Service source
said AIS, DTAC and True had
signed a memorandum of under-

standing on infrastructure sharing
after obtaining 2.1GHz licences
from the NBTC in late 2013.

AIShas 20,000 telecom towers,
ofwhich 13,198 arein an ownership
dispute with its concession owner
TOT, while the rest belong to AIS
subsidiary Advanced Wireless
Network.

Late last year, DTN signed an
agreement with the True
Telecommunications Growth
Infrastructure Fund (TRUEGIF)
for the initial lease of more than
100 telecom towers from the fund,
in order to expand its 3G wireless
broadband coverage.

As of the second quarter, DTAC
had 23.5 million subscribers on its
2.1GHz licensed network, repre-
senting 87 per cent of'its total sub-
scribers.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
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