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Digital economy panel braced for impact of reshuffle

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The development of the digital economy
could expecta severe impact from the cabi-
net reshuffle with key economic ministers
in the ad hoc digital economy committee
set to be replaced.

An overhaul of major telecommunica-
tions infrastructure development projects
under the digital economy policy might be
considered under the new cabinet.

The development projects — including
the construction of a national broadband
networl, the creation of national data cen-
tres and the implementation of a series of
draft digital economy bills — might be
delayed, said a director of the national
digital economy committee.

The ad hoc national digital economy
committee, chaired by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha, has 13 members
including Deputy Prime Minister MR
Pridiyathorn Devakula and ICT Minister
Pornchai Rujiprapa, who are tipped to go
in the reshuffle.

“Almost all directors of the committee
are being replaced by new ministers, while
the five honorary directors are preparing to
step down soon,” said the source who asked
not to be named.

Somkid Jatusripitak, former Finance
Minister in Thaksin Shinawatra’s admin-
istration, is tipped to replace MR Pridi-
yathorn, who serves as vice-chairman of
the ad hoc national digital economy panel.

Mr Pornchai, meanwhile, is likely to be
replaced by Uttama Savanayana, president
of Bangkok University.

“A number of new economic ministers
led by Mr Somkid are expected to take
seats in the committee. Some details of
the digital economy policy, initiated by MR
Pridiyathorn and his team, can expect to be
revised,” the source said.

The draft action plan for the develop-
ment of the digital economy consists of five
pillars: hard infrastructure, soft infrastruc-
ture, service infrastructure, digital economy
promotion and digital society.

The plan also includes the implementa-
tion of eight draft laws, including the law on
renaming and restructuring the ICT Min-
istry as the Digital Economy and Society
Ministry and another bill on the creation
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ofthe national digital economy committee.

Mr Pornchai confirmed yesterday that
he acknowledged that he would be replaced
in the reshuffle.

However, Mr Pornchai said he believed
that the policy roadmap for the digital
economy would not be affected as the new
ministers would have to proceed with the
government's policy.

“Personally, I believe that the transfor-
mation of the ICT Ministry and other major
missions will continue as normal,” he said.

Mr Pornchai also said the reshuffle
would not affect the imminent 4G spec-
trum auctions planned by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Sittichai Pokaiya-udom, an honorary
director of the ad hoc national digital econ-
omy committee, said he and some direc-
tors planned to step down from their posi-
tions as is normal practice when the leader
was replaced.

“I personally have no idea what and how
the details of the digital economy project
will be affected by the change,” he said.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the regulator would proceed with
the planned 4G auctions as scheduled
because it has been formally approved by
the cabinet and the ad hoc digital econ-
omy committee.

“The reshuffle of the ad hoc national
digital economy committee in the near
future will not affect the schedule of the
4G spectrum auctions,’ said Mr Takorn.
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Somkid set to join Cabine

RESHUFFLE LIST SUBMITTED ON MONDAY; ECONOMIC TEAM SET FOR SHAKE-UP

WASAMON AUDJARINT,
USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
ERICH PARPART

THE NATION

PRIME Minister Prayut Chan-o-chasaid
yesterday he had submitted a Cabinet
reshuffle for Royal endorsement on
Monday.

The PM did not give details of the
changes, however the reshuffle is expect-
ed tobe a major one. Prayut said last week
he would switch some ministers and there
would be outsiders and others who must
go.
Meanwhile, the economic adviser to
the National Council for Peace and Order,
Somkid Jatusripitak, has resigned as
chairman of Saha Pathana Inter-Holding
Ple.

In his resignation, he said he had anew
mission to pursue. The resignation took
effect on August 17, the company said.

It is anticipated that Somkid will be
replacing Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs Pridiyathorn Devakula.

Under the projected new line-up:
Apisak Tantivorawong, director of Siam
Commercial Bank, will serve as Finance
Minister.

Deputy Transport Minister Arkom

Termpitayapaisit will be appointed
Transport Minister, replacing Prajin
Juntong, who will serve as Deputy
Premier.

Deputy Commerce Minister Apiradee
Tantraporn will be appointed Commerce
Minister, with Suwit Mesinsee, an aca-
demic from Chulalongkorn University as
Deputy Commerce Minister.

Bangkok University rector Uttama
Savanayanawill be appointed Information

and Communications Technology
Minister.
Deputy Prime Minister Prawit

Wongsuwan will remain as Defence
Minister, General Anupong Paochinda
will stay as Interior Minister, General
Paiboon Koomchaya will stay as Justice
Minister and Commerce Minister
Chatchai Sarikulyawill be the new Energy
Minister.

In arelated development, Cabinet yes-
terday approved the appointment of Maj
General Sansern Kaewkamnerd as the
government spokesman.

Sansern quoted Prayut at the Cabinet
meeting yesterday as saying changes
would be made to the Cabinet to suit the
altered situation and the new line-up was
not the result of criticism or public pres-
sure. Prayut said he believed all Cabinet
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members had sacrificed working for the
countrywith the bestinterests for the pub-
lic in mind. Those who would lose their
posts would be invited to remain as advis-
ers.

The PM said their role would be
changed from “player” to “coach”.

“We work together as a team to move
the country forward and resolve crises,
especially economic [ones],” he said.

Prayut was quoted as saying all minis-
ters and deputy prime ministers under-
stood the circumstances that changes were
intended for the country’s interest.

“Thereisno conflictamongthe Cabinet
members. No one can cite the changes as
contlicts in the future because all Cabinet
members uphold the country’s interest,
trust and believe in the PM,” Sansern said.

Banthoon Lamsam, chairman of the
board and CEO at Kasikorn Bank, said it
would take some time before the new
Cabinet could be judged. There were many
capable names in the new list, so he was
confident they would do well despite the
global economic slow down.

“They need some time to work before
confidence is built up. It is best to give
them encouragement for assuming posi-
tions under this tough economic time,” he
said.
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“The new team should find a way to
work together and co-ordinate with each
otherimmediatelyso there isa united strat-
egy to work towards a goal. A good foot-
ball team is one with individual stars who
can work together as a team.”

He believed the government’s policies
would not change a lot but the way that
strategies were executed would change.
Policies should turn into tangible moves
soon, which is the most challenging part.
Therecentbombblastin the capital meant
that the new Cabinet would begin their
work on the back foot as tourism would be
hit by the attack.

Outgoing Information and
Communications Technology Minister
Pornchai Rujiprapabelieved the newmin-
isterwould continuehis policies, given they
are the government strategies. Among
them is the promotion of a digital econo-
myand attempts to solve disputes between
state telecom agencies and private conces-
sion holders over network ownership.

He hoped the new minister would con-
tinuetotrytoresolve problems of spectrum
use. The ministry and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission this week agreed that they
will make a joint proposal for the govern-
ment to invoke Article 44 of the Interim
Constitution tosolve spectrum usage prob-
lems.
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