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DTAC chief urges quicker
nod for returned spectrum

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN
NIMARTA NARANG

The chief of Total Access Communication
(DTAC) is urging the national telecom regu-
lator to speed up the approval process of
the returned unused five megahertz of
bandwidth in order to meet the deadline
for the fourth-generation (4G) auctions
slated for November.

Increasing the bandwidth
from 25 MHz to 30 MHz, each
licence of 15 MHz will be much
more efficient for mobile oper-
ators to provide 4G wireless
broadband service, said DTAC
chief executive Lars Norling.

“We need to receive an offi-
cial confirmation letter from
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) by Aug 31 in order
to proceed with our spectrum
reshuffle, which will be complete by Nov
30, he said.

The reshuffle is needed to allow a contig-
uous spectrum that will eliminate the inef-
ficiency and waste inherent in block sizes.

“If all goes as planned, the amount of
bandwidth for the 1800-MHz auction will
be 30 MHz,” said Mr Norling.

If not, he said the auction of the 1800-
MHz spectrum would be at 25 MHz as
initially planned, with each licence for
12.5 MHz.

Mr Norling also urged the NBTC to hold

News ID: C-150821001083 (21 Aug 15/05:25)
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Norling: Holding one
auction more efficient

a single auction for both 1800- and 900-
MHz spectra on Nov 11 simultaneously,
rather than a separate December auction
as planned.

“Having the auctions of both frequencies
on the same day will let mobile operators
implement their business plans more effi-
ciently,” he said.

Mr Norling said a roadmap for future
spectrum requirements for the
telecommunications industry
needed to be implemented to
ensure business continuity,
promote sustainable develop-
ment and address major chal-
lenges such as the explosion of
mobile data consumption.

The auctions of the 1800-
and 900-MHz spectra are not
sufficient as mobile data usage
in the country continues to sky-
rocket, he said.

DTAC is ready to bid for
both 1800- and 900-MHz licences, Mr
Norling said. But if the company fails to
win a licence, he said DTAC would further
increase the capacity of its 3G network on
the 2100- and 1800-MHz spectra instead.

“Without a 4G licence, we still have the
right to provide mobile services until 2018
as stipulated by the concession with CAT
Telecom,” he said.

The 4G auctions will generate revenue
for the government and boost Thailand’s
economy in the second half of the year,
he added.
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Headline: DTAC awaiting 'transfer’ approval

DTAC awaiting ‘transfer’ approval

TOTAL Access Communication (DTAC) has confirmed that it is ready to bid for
fourth-generation telecom licences on both the 1,800- and 900-megahertz
spectra and believes that the licence auction will generate revenue for the gov-
ernment and boost Thailand's economy.

Lars Norling, chief executive officer of DTAC, said 4.8MHz on the 1,800MHz
band that the company is not using would be returned to the telecom regula-
torand included in the upcoming auction as soon as the transfer is approved.

However, DTAC says it needs to receive official confirmation of the spectrum
reshuffle from the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) by August 31.

“With regards to the return of the unused 4.8MHz of the 1,800MHz spec-
trum to be added to the upcoming auction, DTAC is in the process of obtaining
legal approvals from both the NBTC and CAT Telecom. Currently, DTAC has yet
to receive formal approvals to proceed,” Norling said. DTAC has also proposed a
single auction for both spectra.

Digital Phone Company (DPC) is in the process of migrating its remaining
subscribers fromits expired concession to other services under the licensing
regime that replaced state concessions. DTAC will then move its 1,800MHz sub-
scribers to that vacant block of the spectrum. However, the process will take
some time as it involves the migration of all of DTAC's 1,800MHz subscribers.
Thus, DTAC also asked for an implementation time of up to three months,
which shall be finished by November 30. DTAC has givenits full support to the
development of a road map defining the bandwidth to be auctioned and sets
out transparent timelines. - ASINA PORNWASIN, THE NATION
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Financial Data

Unit:Btm 2012 2013 2014  20165F 2016F
Net Pr ofit 34883 36274 36,033 39282 44625
EPS 11.73 12.20 12.12 13.21 15.01
DPS 10.90 12.24 12.00 13.21 15.00
Div Yield (%) 4.4% 5.0% 4.9% 5.3% 6.1%
P/E 211 202 20.4 187 16.5
BVS 14.65 15.44 15.76 16.52 16.82

P/BV 169 16.0 15.7 15.0 14.7
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Stock Information
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Par Value (17%1) 1
YRAMENR (NTUUTW) 734,355
Free Float (%) 36.22
Major Shareholder’s (%)

1. U580 fu pefilawtu Siie (ww) 40.45
2. SINGTEL STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS PTE LTD. 23.31

3. U Inuduifiens rim 520

4. STATE STREET BANK EUROPE LIMITED 2.03
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