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NBTC lashes out at lawsuit

DIGITAL TV PLAN ON TRACK, IT TELLS FIVE SUING STATIONS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

THEBROADCASTING regulator went on the
offensive yesterday after it was sued by five tel-
evision stations for alleged negligence in ush-
eringthecountryinto the digital TV era, claim-
ing its transition to digital terrestrial TV is on
track and creating a level playing field in the
industry

Inits statement, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) declared that its campaign was pro-
ceeding as planned and promoted the publics
interest.

For example, all manufacturers and distrib-
utors of digital TV receivers had to be pre-
authorised by the NBTC. That requirement
ensured customers that they could purchase
quality devices.

The watchdog also supported consumer
accesstothis newbroadcastingservice through
the giveaway of 13.57 million discount vouch-
ers to households to use in purchasing digital
TV receivers.

Of those Bt690 vouchers, 7.8 million have
already been redeemed.

The NBTC said development of the digital
terrestrial TV network was on schedule. Three
network providers - the Army, Thai Public
Broadcasting Service and MCOT - are now
transmitting their digital TV signals from their
own 39 main towers and 31 relay sites.

All commercial digital TV operators are
served by those three network operators.

On Monday, the Central Administrative
Court heard the petition from the five TV sta-
tions for Bt9.55 billion in damages.

Remedies from the watchdog

Though the court has not yet ruled on the
case, One, GMM 25, PPTV, Thairath TV and
Bright TV stillwantto getsomeremediesfrom
the watchdog.

News ID: C-150902003048 (2 Sep 15/06:07)

At the courthouse to testity were four sta-
tion executives: Kematat Paladesh, president
of PPTV; Watchara Vatcharapol, chief execu-
tive officer of Thairath TV; Saithip Montrikul
na Ayudhaya, CEO of GMM 25; and Somchai
Rungsrithananon, CEO of Bright TV.

Alsoatthe hearing were Thares Punsri, chair-
man of the NBTC; Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general ofthe NBTC; and Natee Sukonrat, chair-

man of the Broadcasting Committee.

The petitioners also accused the NBTC of
still not delivering on an array of promises,
such as to subsidise the purchase of digital
receivers by distributing coupons to all 22.8
million households.

Only 13.5 million vouchers were given to
households by the commission.

The group also complained that since the
new digital service started operating, public
awarenessaboutthistransitionremained lim-
ited, whilethe Bt63.5-million nationwide pub-
lic relations campaign for digital TV has not
been kicked offyet and isnowmorethanayear
and a half behind its original schedule.

Another issue involved TV audience rat-
ings.

The group was also frustrated with the
NBTC’spolicy on channel numbering in com-
mercial terrestrial-based digital TV service.
They claimed the commission vowed to set a
single standard of channel numbering across
all platforms.

The highest bidders in each category of the
late-2013 auction for the 24 commercial dig-
ital TV licences were supposed to be the first
to choose their channel number.

Such conditions caused each bidder to race
forabetter chanceto selectits preferred chan-
nel number at a huge investment.
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Headline: MCOT wins right to keep frequency

Clip: Full Color

MCOT wins
right to keep
frequency

NBTC board cancels
panel’s resolution

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)yesterday scrapped its broadcast-
ing panel’s resolution and allowed SET-
listed MCOT Plc to keep its 2600-mega-
hertz spectrum.

Pravit Leesathapornwongsa, a telecom
commissioner on consumer protection,
said the NBTC board decided that MCOT
still had the right to use the frequency.

Based on the findings of a subcommit-
tee overseeing frequency management
and reallocation, MCOT has awarded
a contract to International Engineer-
ing Plc (IEC) to provide mobile TV on
the spectrum.

The agreement between MCOT and
IEC is legitimate as a private contract, not
as a build-operate-transfer concession.

“After careful consideration, we
decided to cancel the previous resolu-
tion by the broadcasting committee,” Mr
Pravit said.

Last year, the NBTC’s broadcasting
panel passed a resolution to require
MCOT to return its 2600-MHz frequency
to the regulator because its contract with
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IEC was not legitimate, violating the Fre-
quency Allocation Act’s Section 44.

This would allow MCOT to be com-
pensated when the NBTC reclaimed the
spectrum and put it out for bidding. The
regulator planned to ask the government
to allow it to pay compensation to MCOT.

The ad hoc national digital economy
committee recently asked the licens-
ing body to conduct licence auctions
for bandwidth on the 1800-, 2300- and
2600-MHz spectra. Then the government
will seek ways to compensate the state
enterprises that have had to transfer their
spectra for reallocation before the end of
their concessions.

MCOT holds 144 MHz of bandwidth in
the 2536-2690 MHz range. The company
allowed International Broadcasting Cor-
poration to use part of the band to provide
a pay-TV service until 2009.

The following year, it allowed Playwork
to use the band to offer pay-TV and wire-
less broadband services for 15 years. It
also signed a memorandum of under-
standing with CAT Telecom to provide
the network.

The NBTC's broadcasting committee
later told MCOT that it could no longer
use the frequency for broadcasting as
it was reserved for telecom services,
but MCOT appealed to the commis-
sion, which appointed a panel to work
with MCOT to seek a mutually agree-
able resolution.
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Column: NEWS FEED: ICT MINISTRY TO DISCUSS BANDWIDTH WITH CAT

Clip: Full Color

ICT MINISTRY TODISCUSS
BANDWIDTH WITH CAT

The Information and
Communications Technology Ministry
will discuss with CAT Telecom its plan to
return 5 megahertz of bandwidth but
retainitsidle 20MHz, both from the
1800MHz frequency.

CAT will return the SMHZ to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission for
auction on the condition that it is
allowed by the government to keep the
20MHz that is being held by Total
Access Communication until 2025.

The NBTC plans to auction two
1800MHz licences, each with 15 MHz, at
astarting bid of Bt15.91 billion.

However, if CAT fails to hand over
the 5SMHz by September 25, the NBTC
will auction two licences, each with
12.5MHz, at a starting bid of Bt13.26 bil-
lion.

News ID: C-150902003014 (2 Sep 15/06:08)
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