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4G bids to help ring in recovery

Study: B500bn will be
injected into economy

POST REPORTERS

The fourth-generation (4G) auctions in
November will serve as a prime mover to
help revive Thailand’s sagging economy,
with at least 500 billion baht in fresh capital
being injected to the system over the next
two years.

The figures were based on a study by
Chiang Mai University's economics faculty,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

Of the total, 50 billion baht will come
from the 4G licence auctions, 130 billion
from the construction of mobile network
infrastructure and 320 billion from direct
investment opportunities, including smart-
phones and e-commerce.

The auctions are also expected to
create jobs and raise GDP next year, said
Mr Takorn. “We need to proceed with the
4G auctions as scheduled, with no further
delays, as it will help stimulate the econ-
omy and build 4G wireless broadband net-
works,” he said.

The NBTC plans to allocate four licences
forthe 4G spectrum auctions, including two
of 12.5 megahertz of bandwidth each on
the 1800-MHz spectrum, and another two
of 10 MHz each on the 900-MHz spectrum.

The auctions for the 1800-MHz spec-
trum will take place on Nov 11, while the
900-MHz auction has yet to be determined.

“We expect 4G commercial services to
be launched on the market by next April,’
said Mr Takorn. Thailand needs a 4G wire-
less network to accommodate skyrocketing
mobile data traffic, thanks to phenomenal
smartphone penetration, he added.

Five companies picked up bidding docu-
ments for the 1800-MHz spectrum auctions
from the regulator on the first day they
became available on Aug 28.

They are Advanced Wireless Network,
the 3G mobile arm of mobile leader
Advanced Info Service; two subsidiaries
of Total Access Communication — DTAC
TriNet Co and DTAC Broadband Co; True
Move H, a subsidiary of True Move; and
Jas Mobile Broadband, a subsidiary of Jas-
mine International.

Jas Mobile Broadband’s participation is
expected to fuel expectations that the 4G
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auctions will foster greater competition.

Interested companies can pick up bid-
ding documents until Sept 28, and a bid-
ding conference will be held from Sept
11-12, Mr Takorn said. Prospective bid-
ders can submit their documents to the
NBTC on Sept 30, and place a 500,000-baht
bid deposit.

The NBTC plans to announce the quali-
fied bidder on Oct 21.

“I strongly believe that these five compa-
nies will join the 1800-MHz auctions, with
competition more intense than the bidding
for the 3G auctions in 2012,” said Mr Takorn.

He said collusion among bidders would
be difficult for the 4G auctions as all mabile
operators are vying for both frequencies
[1800 MHZ and 900 MHz] for effective net-
work rollouts and management.

The 1800-MHz spectrum is best for pro-
viding services in provinces and remote
areas, while the 900-MHz band can better
serve dense urban populations.

He sald the winning bidders must pro-
vide special tariff packages for the disabled
and low-income earners with an average
monthly income ofless than 10,000 baht as
a condition of receiving a licence.

The 4G rates must be lower than existing
3G service charges.

Mr Takorn said the study also found
that AIS is the only operator that could not
afford tolose the 4G auctions, because the
company has yet to offer a commercial 4G
service because of spectrum constraints.

The studywarns any further delay ofthe
4G spectrum auctions would discourage
existing mobile operators from expanding
their networks. Instead, it would encourage
them to seek a partnership with TOT Flc
and CAT Telecom to provide 4G services,

he said.
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Uttama to make
decision this week
on CAT request to
keep bandwidth

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE Information and Communications
Technology Ministry will decide this week
if CAT Telecom can keep the idle 20MHz of
the 1800MHz spectrum and return 5SMHz
of the same spectrum to the national
broadcasting and telecom regulator for
auction.

ICT Minister Uttama Savanayana said
that when the decision is reached, he would
forward it for Cabinet consideration within
this month.

Uttama discussed the details with CAT
last week and considered its request to keep
20MHz out of idle 25MHz of 1IS00MHz,
which is being held by its concession holder
Total Access Communication (DTAC).

CAT wants to keep the idle bandwidth
until 2025, instead of 2018 when DTAC
concession expires. Uttama also discussed
with CAT the state agency's plan to hand
over the remaining idle 5MHz of 1800MHz
to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
for auction on November 11.
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Uttama said he needs time to decide if it

is possible to approve CAT's requests and

__consider the legal ramifi-
cations. The NBTC origi-
nally planned to call the
bid of combined 25MHz of
1800MHz of True Move
and Digital Phone Co on
November 11, featuring
two licences, each with
12.5MHz.

If CAT can hand over
DTAC's 5MHz of
1800MHz to the NBTC for auction, the
watchdog will have a total of 30MHz of the
spectrum for auction, featuring two
licences with 15MHz each.

The NBTC set September 25 as the
deadline for CAT to hand over this 5SMHz
bandwidth. If CAT fails to do so, the NBTC
will resume the original auction plan by
auctioning only 25MHz bandwidth of
1800MHz.

CAT granted 50MHz of 1800MHz to
DTAC, which currently uses only half of the
bandwidth.

Last week, Uttama also discussed with
TOT the state agency’s desire to keep the
900MHz spectrum after the 900MHz con-
cession it granted to Advanced Info Service
expires at the end of this month.

Uttama said it was not necessary for
the ministry to submit its conclusions
on the cases of CAT and TOT to the
Cabinet at the same time, as the CAT case
has to be resolved before the NBTC dead-
line of 5MHz spectrum handover on
September 25.
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People Development

This year, AIS is transforming its core business from a
traditional telecom service operator into a Digital Service
provider. Under the concept of “Live Digital, Live More" AlS
aims to offer a digital lifestyle experience that will change the
way people think about telecommunications.

To manage this important change, AlS believes that young
graduates starting work need an innovative environment that
fits their expectations in which to grow and flourish. Fusing
AlS's core FASTMOVING values with all things digital,
AlS has created the “find-U” concept to develop and
grow people to revolutionize the business. Find-U means
“Fighting Spirit, Innovation, New Abilities, Live Digital Life
and a Sense of Urgency”.

AlS believes that new graduates come to the company
Mr. Somchai Lertsutiwong brimming with enthusiasm and a dream to succeed. AIS
CEO wants to foster that passion and help them realize those
Advanced Info Service PLC. dreams. Young people coming from university to AIS
find a company that actively encourages and promotes a
challenging, stimulating and innovative working environment.

“AlS aims to offer
P - AlS has initiated a brand new People Development Program
d dlg |ta| Ilfestyle and transformed its internal tools and processes to better

nurture and guide employees. New digital services require

expe rience that wi" new people abilities, so AIS ha§ moved away from old-
fashroned and cqnservatwg tra;mpg methods a_nd has

change the way [t iilruti et
people think abOUt New graduates coming t_o ;_'-\IS will find a company taking
telecommunications.” [yttsiithi-emisom

success.
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AlS

Advanced Info Services Plc. (AlS) is the leading mobile
operator in Thailand. Its core businesses include
domestic mobile services, international direct dialing
(IDD) services, and international roaming services.

AIS currently operates mobile service on both 2G
and 3G technologies. The 2G service is operated
on both the 900MHz and 1800MHz frequency under
the Built-Transfer-Operate contracts with TOT and
CAT. The commercial launch of 3G services on the
2.1GHz spectrum started in May 2013 under a 15-
year license issued by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

In April 2015, AIS officially launched fixed broadband
business to serve customers demand for quality data
service and also to offer the convergence product. With
the most advanced technology offering in the market,
AIS aims to be one of the major players within 5 years.

QOurbusiness strategy focuses on delivering quality in all
dimension including device, network, applications and
services. At AlS we believe in building and developing
the ecosystem of the Thai telecommunication space.
With our core strength in network quality, AIS aims to
enhance sustainable growth through quality services
delivered by our key business partners. For example,
instead of creating our own branded mobile devices,
we collaborate with leading manufacturers to locally
market variety of proper mobile devices. Similarly
on digital content and applications, a growing group
of local content/applications developers join our AlIS
TheStartUp and together we increase variety of digital
consumption. In delivering quality services, we work
alongside with our business alliances and solutions
partners to differentiate our services with segmented
privileges, discounts programs, and new lifestyle
services.

Advanced Info Service
AIS Tower |
414 Phaholyothin Rd., Phayathai, Bangkok 10400

www.ais.co.th

01-24_M5.indd 9
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GRADUATE
EMPLOYERS
2015

Qualifiles

Market Scenario

(Seurce:- Ronen Mense is VP of Sales & Business Development for APAC at Massive Impact and a MEF Asia Board member)

Advanced Info Service, more commonly known as AlS, is the No.1 Thai mobile operator
with 43% market share, leading both in terms of subscribers, revenue and market
share. AIS has recently introduced an array of entertainment services including digital
music store, ebook store, movie streaming service and Premier League Football LIVE
broadcast, all now available on Android or I0S devices.

DTAC, part of the Telenor group, has seen its market share rise to 31% in Thailand.
DTAC's TriNet touts the widest bandwidth in Thailand and is the only network in
Thailand operating at 3 network spectrums (1800 MHz, 850 MHz and 2100 MHz).

TRUE is Thailand’s convergence lifestyle leader, with business operations including
fixed line, broadband internet, Pay-TV, electronic cash- payment service and of course
Mobile. True holds a 24% share of the market with True Move H dominating the
mobile internet arena claiming to provide Thailand's best 4G LTE and 3G network.

AIS has been chosen from major respondents to be Number
1 of Thailand’s Top Graduate Employers as of 2015
across the Telecommunications — Mobile Phone Operator
Industry in Thailand.

Top Graduate Employers Total Participants 2,415
2,389

2,234
2,167
1,961
1433
98.92% 9251% 89.73% 81.20% 50.34%
AlS DTAC TRUE TOT CAT
1st AIS Score 2,389 (98.92%)
2nd DTAC 2,234 (92.51%)
3d TRUE 2,167 (89.73%)
4h TOT 1,961 (81.20%)
5th CAT 1,433 (59.34%)
Employer of Choice Total Participants 1,829
AlS 18! Rank 735 Score 2,205 Top 3 Ranking Firms
2" Rank 650 Score 1,300 « AlS
39 Rank 289 Score 289 « TRUE
Total Score 3,794 « DTAC
9
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