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NBTC expects healthy competition for 4G auctions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Inthe two weeks they have been available,
bidding documents for the 1800-megahertz
spectrum auctions have been picked up by
eight companies in five groups.

Five companies picked up documents
on the first day, Aug 28.

The eight are Advanced Wireless Net-
waork, the third-generation maobile arm of
Advanced Info Service Plc; Total Access
Communication Plc subsidiaries DTAC
TriNet Co and DTAC Broadband Co; True

Move subsidiaries True Move H, Universal
Communication and Real Move; Hutch-
ison Telecommunications (Thailand);
and Jasmine International subsidiary Jas
Mobile Broadband.

“We expect healthy competition for the
1800-MHz spectrum auctions, scheduled
to take place on Nov 11,” said Takorn Tan-
tasith, secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

The NBTC vesterday called a bidding
conference with representatives of the eight

companies to discuss the details of the auc-
tion process.

Mr Takorn said potential bidders could
pick up documents until Sept 28.

“We believe there will be more potential
bidders picking up documents,” he said.

Bidders must submit bid documents to
the NBTC on Sept 30.

They have to pay a bidding fee of 500,000
baht each, plus a deposit guarantee worth
5% of the reserve price.

The reserve price for the 1800-MHz
licence is 13.3 billion baht, while the
duration ofalicence’s term will be 18 years.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC would
announce the qualified bidders on Oct 21.

The NBTC finally decided to auction
two licences on the 1800-MHz spectrum,
containing 12.5 MHz each.

Information and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT) Minister Uttama Savanavana
believes the return of the unused 5 MHz
portion of the 1800-MHz spectrum will
proceed on Sept 25 as planned.

Mr Takorn said if the ICT Ministry per-
mitted it, the amount of bandwidth for the
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1800-MHz auction would increase to 30
MHz, containing 15 MHz each. The reserve
price for the 1800-MHz licence would then
increase to 15.9 billion baht.

Vasu Prasarnnate, director of Triple
T Broadband, another subsidiary of Jas-
mine International, said the company had
a genuine interest in bidding for a licence
in the 1800-MHz auction despite being a
new player.

He said Jasmine had already set aside
funds to participate in the auction but
declined to say how much.
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LEADING TELCOS LOOK
TO 1800MHZ AUCTION

All four of the country’s major
telecom operators have confirmed
that they will submit documents to
bid for 1800-megahertz licences in
the auction set for late this year.

Seven companies in the four
groups, which recently picked up
the bid documents, attended a
meeting yesterday with the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
at which the NBTC provided more
details on the auction rules.

The companies are Advanced
Info Service's Advanced Wireless
Network; DTAC Trinet and DTAC
Broadband, both units of Total
Access Communication; TrueMove
H Universal Communication,
Hutchison Telecommunications
(Thailand) and Real Move, all
belonging to True Corp group; and
Jasmine International's Jas Mabile
Broadband.

The NBTC has allowed interest-
ed companies to pick up the bid
documents from August 28 to
September 28, and they can submit
bids on September 30.

The auction of two 1800MHz
licences is scheduled to take place
on November 11.

In a related matter, NBTC mem-
ber Prawit Leesatapornwongsa has
defended the regulator’s original
plan to auction two licences in the
900MHz spectrum on December 15.
The 900MHz auction should not
take place hot on the heels of the
auction for the 1800MHz licences,
or there would be no meaningful
competition among bidders in the
latter event, he argued.

Secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the agency’s board
would consider the final auction
rules this coming Wednesday, when
it would be asked by the telecom
panel to finalise the auction date.
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