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Wissanu likes same day for both spectra

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam fully supports the national telecom
regulator’s auction of two 4G licences
each for the 1800- and 900-megahertz
spectra on the same day, Nov 11.

The suggestion came after Mr Wiss-
anu, who is in charge of legal issues for
the government, met with secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith of the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), Information and
Communication Technology Minister
Uttama Savanayana and representatives
of TOT Plc. Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha assigned Mr Wissanu to discuss
the 900-MHz auction plan.

Earlier, the cabinetapproved the auc-
tion of two licences on the 1800-MHz
spectrum on Nov 11 and two on the 900-
MHz spectrum on Dec 15.

News ID: C-150922001095 (22 Sep 15/05:31)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

Mr Takorn said holding both auc-
tions on the same day would eliminate
potential risks for those bidders who
failed to win a licence on the 1800-MHz
spectrum. In addition, it will avoid risks if
the 900-MHz auction is delayed because
the TOT files a lawsuit aimed at suspend-
ing the auctions.

He said the discussions also cov-
ered the authority of the NBTC to
hold the 4G auctions.
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Prayut gives blessing to 900-MHz auction proposal

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
thrown his weight behind the telecom
regulator’s plan to auction the 900-mega-
hertz spectrum as originally scheduled
instead of letting TOT Plc keep the band
for its own use.

“Having the 900-MHz auction will
immediately stimulate the country’s eco-
nomic growth and boost the local telecom
industry’s spending,” Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC), said yesterday after speaking
with Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong.

“TOT already has too much wireless
spectrum, enough to provide mobile ser-
vice in the long term.”

In addition, he said the auction would
complywith the Frequency Allocation Act,
which stipulates all frequencies must be
returned to the NBTC for reallocation via
auction after the expiry of concessions.

TOT wants to keep 20 MHz of bandwidth
on the 900-MHz spectrum after its mobile
concession with Advanced Info Service Plc
(AIS) ends on Sept 30.

The state telecom would like to retain the
spectrum for its own purposes — providing
its own mobile service after its concession
revenue from AIS dries up.

Mr Takorn said ACM Prajin informed
Gen Prayut about the 900-MHz auc-
tion, tentatively scheduled to take place
in December.

“Gen Prayut threw his support behind
the auction plan,” he said.

ACM Prajin serves as vice-chairman of
the ad hoc digital economy committee.

TOT has abundant spectrum resources
including the 2100- and 2300-MHz spectra,
which have not seen full-scale operations,
Mr Takorn said.

It holds 15 MHz of bandwidth on the
2100-MHz spectrum, providing third-
generation (3G) service to just 100,000
active users.

It also has an additional 64 MHz of
bandwidth on the 2300-MHz spectrum
that is inactive due to TOT’s unclear busi-
ness direction.

“The 900-MHz spectrum auction must
proceed as planned with no further delay,”
Mr Takorn said.

In compliance with the Frequency Allo-
cation Act, TOT can no longer reap benefits

from the 900-MHz spectrum after its con-
cession expires.

Mr Takorn said he submitted all details
of the 900-MHz auction and regulations
to Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam, who is in charge of legal issues for
the government.

Earlier, Information and Communica-
tion Technology Minister Uttama Sava-
nayana voiced disagreement with TOT's
proposal, saying the problem was not the
amount of spectrum TOT holds but its
ability to manage and operate existing

resources efficiently.

The NBTC plans to auction two licences
of the 900-MHz spectrum to provide 4G
wireless broadband service, each giving the
rights to 10 MHz of bandwidth.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC would allow
interested companies to pick up bidding
documents for the 900-MHz spectrum auc-
tion from the telecom regulator today, one
day ahead of schedule.

Potential bidders can pick up docu-
ments until Oct 21 and must submit their
application to the NBTC by Oct 22.

Licence seekers must pay a bidding fee
0f500,000 baht each and a deposit guaran-
tee worth 5% of the reserve price.

The reserve price for a 900-MHz licence
is 12.9 billion baht or 80% of full value.

On another issue, Mr Takorn said 11 mil-
lion prepaid mobile users on 2G networks
failed to register their personal information
by the July 31 deadline.

Those who did not register their infor-
mation cannot make outgoing calls, use the
internet or send text messages.

They can still take incoming calls
through December and dial a few emer-
gency numbers.

Unregistered prepaid users can ask
mobile operators to return leftover calling
credit until year-end.
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TOT union rallies over spectrum rights

COLLECTION OF BID DOCUMENTS FOR TWO 900MHZ LICENCES BEGINS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TOT labour union yesterday
called for a gathering of its members
and the public today at its head-
quartersto defend the state telecom-
munication agency’srightto keep the
900-megahertz spectrum.

Today is also the first day the
National  Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is allowing interested com-
panies to pick up bid documents for
two 900MHztelecomlicences. They
may do so until October 21.

The original schedule for poten-
tial biddersto pick up the documents
was from September 24 to October
25.The NBTC also changed the date
of bid submissions to October 22,
fourdays ahead of the original sched-
ule of October 26. The auction rules

were published in the Royal Gazette
on Friday.

All major telecom operators are
expected to show up today to pick up
the bid documents.

The TOT union called for employ-
ees and others to gather today at its
headquarters on Chaeng Wattana
Road to defend the agency’s right to
keep the 90OMHz spectrum after its
concession expires on September 30.
It will also submit a letter to the
Information and Communications
Technology Ministry on what it con-
tendsis TOT srightto keep the spec-
trum.

The union also wants to voice its
desire for TOT to receive compensa-
tion its past amendments of
Advanced Info Service’s concession.
The state agency has alleged that
these amendments damaged it
financially.

Representatives of TOT and the
NBTC, ICT Minister Uttama
Savanayana, and Deputy Prime
Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam con-
vened yesterday on the problems
centring on the 900MHz spectrum.

At the meeting, Wissanu asked
the NBTC what it would do about
TOT’s opposition to the auction,
opining that TOT would file a law-
suit to stop the auction.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith told Wissanu that the com-
mission had no choice but to press
ahead with the auction plan. Failing
to auction the 900MHz licences
could cost the country more than
Bt70 billion, he claimed.

“It’s okay if TOT challenges us in
court, but we have to press ahead
with the auction plan,” Takorn said.

Wissanu asked why the dates of
the 1,800MHz auction - November

11 - and the 900M Hz auction - ten-
tatively set for December 15 - were
so far apart, which might bring
advantages or disadvantages to the
bidders of both spectra.

Takorn said that NBTC’s telecom
committee would soon consider
finalising the auction date for the
900MHz licences, which might be
moved uptosometimein November.

Wissanu said he would present
this 900MHz case to Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha.

TOT, which granted a 900MHz
concession to AIS, wants to keep the
spectrum. In the pastitamended the
AIS concession from time to time.
The amendments were among many
cases cited by the Supreme Court in
its 2010 ruling that found former PM
Thaksin Shinawatra guilty of abuse
of power. AIS was founded by the
Shinawatra family.

The Cabinet last Tuesday gave
approval forthe ICT Ministrytourge
TOT to proceed with the AIS case

according to the Supreme Court's
ruling on the Thaksin case.

In a separate matter, the NBTC
yesterday disclosed that 11 million
mobile-phone subscribers had still
not registered their SIM cards with
their service operators. If they fail to
do so, they will be unable to call out
or use data services from October 1
on.

These 11 million subscribers
accountfor atotal prepaid card value
of Bt110 million. They can reclaim
cashattheir mobile service providers
or ask them to transfer their cards’
value to their bank accounts if they
fail toregister SIM cards by the dead-
line.

Of'thetotal of 85.5 million prepaid
mobile-phone users, 74.5 million
have registered their SIM cards. Of
these, 37.16 million are in the AIS
network, 22.89 million in the Total
Access Communication (DTAC) net-
work, and the remaining 14.45 mil-
lion on the True Group network.
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NBTC may compensate operators over new digital-channel rules

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATICON

THE BROADCASTING regulator is
considering providing financial sup-
port for the operators of cable and
satellite TV platforms that might be
adversely affected when its newly
revised channel-numbering rule takes
effect within two months, but some
operators want the rule revoked.
Supinya Klangnarong, a member
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said some members of its

broadecasting committee had floated
the idea of compensating cable and
satellite TV providers for the costs
incurred from carrying the 36 terres-
trial-based digital channels.

“There are two possible options.
Thefirstoption isthatthosecableand
satellite TV operatorsareexempt from
fees for the NBTC’s research and
development fund. That fee amounts
to 2 per cent of the gross annual
income of each operator,” she said.

The otherpossibilityisadirect sub-
sidy for those affected.

However, before either option is

considered further; affected operators
should express their interest in these
initiatives and explain why they
should receive such support.

Through its “must carry” rule and
the rule on channel-number
rearrangement, the NBTC aims toset
a single standard in the television
industry that provides convenience
for both audiences and TV channel
operators.

Manop Tokarnka, president of the
Satellite TV Network Providers Club,
said the members of the club would
meetonthisissuetomorrow. Theclub

will also invite cable and satellite TV
channel owners and operators of
Internet protocol TV (IPTV) to the
meeting,.

Speaking on behalf of the cable
and satellite TV industry, Manop said
the NBTC’s “must carry” and chan-
nel-numbering rules were unfair. He
claimeditcostthem atleast Bt15 mil-
lion a month to carry all of the new
digital channels.

“We have to wait until the newly
revised rule on the rearrangement of
channel number comes into effect
within the next 60 days. After that,
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we will bring this matter to the
Central Administrative Court,” he
said.

The revised channel-numbering
rule was approved last week by the
NBTC.

Manop called foritand the “must
carry”ruleto berevoked so that each
cable or satellite TV operator could
select which popular digital TV
channels it wanted to show.

The club members include major
satellite TV operators IPM TV, PSI
Holdings Infosat Intertrade, [deaSat,
Thai Sat and Leo Sat.
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