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Headline: Six firms pick up 900 MHz bidding forms
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Six firms pick
up 900 MHz
bidding forms

NBTC yet to decide on
spectrum’s auction date

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Six companies picked up bidding docu-
ments for the 900-megahertz spectrum
auctions from the national telecom
regulator yesterday, the first day they
became available.

The six were Advanced Wireless Net-
work, the third-generation mobile arm of
Advanced Info Service; Total Access Com-
munication subsidiaries DTAC TriNet and
DTAC Broadband; True Move subsidiar-
ies True Move H Universal Communica-
tion and Hutchison Telecommunications
(Thailand); and Jas Mobile Broadband, a
subsidiary of Jasmine International.

The six companies also picked up bid
documents late last month for the 1800-
MHz spectrum auctions.

The 900-MHz auction documents are
available until Oct 21, with the deadline
for the submission of bids scheduled for
Oct 22.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), said he
believed the auctions of two 4G licences
each for the 1800- and 900-MHz spectra
would intensify with a healthy competition.

The draft auction designs of the 900-
MHz spectrum, which were published in
the Royal Gazette last Friday, stipulate that
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the winners of the 900-MHz licences will
have to roll out their 4G networks to cover
half of the population within four years,
increasing to 80% within eight years.

The NBTC initially planned to auction
two licences on the 900-MHz spectrum
on Dec 15, containing 10 MHz of band-
width each.

The reserve price for a900-MHz licence
was set at 12.9 billion baht, or 80% of the
estimated real spectrum value.

Mr Takorn, however, said the NBTC was
considering rescheduling the auction date
for the 900-MHz auctions earlier than the
original plan, or holding both 1800- and
900-MHz auctions on the same day, Nov
11, in order to eliminate potential risks for
those bidders who failed to win a licence
on the 1800-MHz spectrum.

“We expect to finalise the auction date
for the 900-MHz licences by Oct 15,” he said.

On Monday, Deputy Prime Minister
Wissanu Krea-ngam held talks with com-
missioners of the NBTC, ICT Minister
Uttama Savanayana and the TOT presi-
dent about the details of 900-MHz spec-
trum auctions.

Mr Wissanu disagrees with the NBTC's
plan to auction the 1800- and 900-MHz on
different days. He wants the regulator to hold
both spectrum auctions on the same day
in order to ensure fair play and avoid risks
if the 900-MHz auction is delayed if the
TOT files a lawsuit aimed at suspending
the auctions.

Mr Takorn insists that NBTC will proceed
with the planned 4G auctions as scheduled
unless the court orders otherwise.
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Bandwidth per licence may be cut

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ITIS LIKELY that there will be
only 12.5 megahertz of band-
width per licence available in
the auction of two 1,800MHz
spectrum licences on November
11, instead of 15MHz, National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said yesterday.

Meanwhile, the TOT labour
union yesterday threatened to
take legal action to stop the
NBTCs plan to auction
900MHz licences, arguing that
the state agency had the right to
keep hold of the spectrum until
2025.

In the case of the 1,800MHz
licence auction, Takorn said that
as things stood now, the NBTC
would have to revert to the orig-
inal plan by putting up for auc-
tion only 12.5MHz per licence,
instead of 1I5MHz.

Hesaid the Finance Ministry
had informed the Information
and Communications
Technology Ministry that CAT
Telecom should not transfer
5MHz of the currently idle
25MHz bandwidth of
1,800MHzheld by Total Access
Communication (DTAC) to the
NBTC for auction, as such a
transfer would damage the
state’s interest.

Moreover, such abandwidth
transfer would first have to go
through the concession-
amendment process, he added.

However, CAT yesterday
insisted to Takorn that it could
transfer the bandwidth to the

NBTC, and that it was setting
about doing so.

ICT Minister Uttama
Savanayana said yesterday
that he would provide a clear
answer on this issue in the next
few days.

Under the original plan, the
NBTC on November 11 would
auction 12.5MHz of TrueMove
bandwidth in the 1,800MHz
spectrum, and the same amount
of Digital Phone Cobandwidth.

However, CAT had proposed
also handing over 5sSMHz of
DTAC’s idle 1,800MHz band-
width to the watchdog for auc-
tion.

If the CAT proposal were
acceptable, the NBTC would
auction 15MHz of bandwidth
perlicence, butifitwere not, the
NBTC would revert to the orig-
inal auction plan.

Friday deadline

The NBTChad setadeadline
of this Friday for CAT to hand
over the 5MHz.

The starting-bid price per
12.5MHz licence is set at
Bt13.26 billion.

If there are only two quali-
fied bidders, the NBTC will raise
the minimum to Bt16.575 bil-
lion.

In a related matter, six com-
panies yesterday picked up bid
documentsforthetwo 900MHz
licences that are also being put
up for auction.

Theyare: Advanced Wireless
Network, a unit of Advanced
Info Service (AIS); two DTAC
subsidiaries, DTAC TriNet and
DTAC Broadband; TrueMove H
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Universal Communication and
Hutchison Telecommunica-
tions (Thailand), both units of
True Corp; and Jas Mobile
Broadband, a subsidiary of
Jasmine International.

These are the same six com-
panies that recently picked up
bid documents for the
1,800MHz auction.

The NBTCis allowing poten-
tial bidders to pick up docu-
ments for participation in the
900MHzauction until October
21.

It originally set December 15
asthe tentative auction date, but
this is expected to be brought
forward to November.

Meanwhile, TOT union
members yesterday rallied at
the state agency’s headquarters
on Chaeng Wattana Road to
voice their determination that
it be allowed to keep hold of
the 900MHz spectrum after
the concession it granted to
AIS expires at the end of this
month.

The union also voiced its
desire that TOT receive com-
pensation for its past amend-
ments of AIS’s concession. The
state agency has alleged that
these amendments damaged it
financially.

More than 500 of the trade
unionists also submitted a let-
ter to the ICT Ministry to
express their stance on the
900MHz and AIS cases.

Theunionalsothreatened to
sue the NBTC and have the
planned 900MHz auction ter-
minated, in order to defend
TOT's right to keep the spec-
trum.
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TOT workers raliy agamst the ICT Mmlstry S planned auction of the 900-megahertz specirum for fourth~generat|on Iicences

TOT staff rally in call to keep bandwidth

Hundreds of TOT employees took to the
streets yesterday to protest against the
Information and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT) Ministry’s planned auctions
of the 900-megahertz spectrum for fourth-
generation licences.

The protest was organised by the TOT
labour union with a crowd of TOT employ-
ees rallying at its headquarters before
marching to the ICT Ministry.

The protesters want the ministry to
support the state telecom enterprise
keeping 20 MHz of bandwidth on the
900-MHz spectrum for its own use after

its concession with Advanced Info Service
(AIS) expires on Sept 30.

The labour union wants the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to halt the planned
auctions of its 900-MHz spectrum to pro-
vide 4G service.

The NBTC plans to auction two licences
of the 900-MHz spectrum in December,
each containing 10 MHz of bandwidth.

Anuchit Toopleung, president of the
TOT labour union, insists TOT has the
right to use the spectrum as it was given
permission to operate it without an expiry
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date by the defunct national spectrum
management committee, which was
under the Transport Ministry 20 years ago.

After receiving the permission, TOT
granted mobile leader AIS a conces-
sion to operate 2G mobile service on
the spectrum.

The union also voiced opposition to
the amendments made to AIS’s mobile
prepaid revenue-sharing concession with
TOT. They want the ICT Ministry to seek
compensation of 72 billion baht from AIS
stemming from the amendments made
in 2001.
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NBTC urged to curb sexual TV adverts

Too much improper
content, says Apinan

DUMRONGKIAT MALA

The Ministry of Culture wants the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to strengthen regu-
lations on advertising on cable and satellite
TV which widely uses sexual imagery to
sell products.

Apinan Poshyananda, permanent
secretary for culture, told a seminar on
sex in advertising yesterday his ministry
has received several complaints about

inappropriate commercials on cable and
satellite television that show women wear-
ing skimpy clothing.

It wants the NBTC to help oversee and
control advertising content.

“I plan to meet the NBTC and discuss
how to oversee and control the advertising
content broadcast on TV, Mr Apinan said.

He said as far as he knows the NBTC
has no censorship restrictions on TV com-
mercials on cable and satellite television.

That was why several product owners
have aired highly sexual commercials
to gain viewers’ attention and advertise
their products.

“T've seen a fertiliser product adver-
tisement using sexy-looking women even
though they have absolutely nothing to do

with the product being advertised.

“If we let this kind of ad on TV where
it can be seen by children, I am worried
women will still be seen and used as sex
objects [in advertising],” Mr Apinan said.

In addition to seeking cooperation
from the NBTC, Mr Apinan said his min-
istry wanted to contact the Information
and Communication Technology (ICT)
Ministry to get its help in regulating
advertisements on websites, mobile sites
and Facebook that use sexual imagery to
sell products.

“Tunderstand it's hard to separate crea-
tivity and obscenity, but at least advertis-
ing agencies and product owners should
have social responsibility. Many prod-
ucts, particularly insurance products, are

advertised without using sexual imagery,’
he said.

Ua-jit Virojtrairat, director of the Media
Monitoring Project, said sexism in adver-
tising is not limited to portraying women
wearing skimpy clothes, but it covers other
stereotypes and sets beauty standards for
so-called “perfect” men and women.

For example, she said “perfect women”
must be skinny, white and big-breasted
and “perfect men” must be masculine.

“If the media keeps stereotyping men
and women and reproducing unrealistic
content for audiences, it can lead to mental
health issues because many people who
don’t have perfect bodies will think that
they are not good enough. This can lead
to serious issues such as depression and
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anorexia,” she said.

Ms Ua-jit said gender stereotyping in
advertising is one of several factors that
have a big influence on efforts to build
more gender equality.

When women and men are portrayed in
stereotypical ways it can become difficult
in other contexts to see women and men's
real personalities and abilities, she said.

An-yaorn Panichpungrat, chairwoman
ofthe Creative Media and Family Network,
said apart from sexual imagery in adver-
tisements, she was worried many young
people share selfie photos in an improper
manner with others on social media.

Families must help monitor this kind
of sharing closely to stamp out excesses,
she said.
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