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2G users
will stay
connected

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator has
a message for the existing 2.4 mil-
lion customers using the second-
generation (2G) mobile network
on the 900-megahertz spectrum
run by Advanced Info Service Plc
(AIS): you will stay connected with-
out disruption after the concession
expires today.

2G customers will remain in
the network for four more months
under a measure governing cus-
tomer retention after the expiry ofa
coneession, said Col Settapong Mal-
isuwan, chairman of the telecom
committee of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

AIS must transfer all 2G custom-
ers to other networks before the
licences from the first 4G-spectrum
auction are issued next January.

Col Settapong said AIS 2G cus-
tomers would not be affected by the
ongoing dispute over amendments
to AIS’s mobile prepaid revenue-
sharing concession or by conces-
sion owner TOT Plc's plan to file a
suit against the NBTC to suspend
the 4G auction.

TOT cannot disrupt 2G mobile
service after the concession
expiry, as the state enterprise
would be in violation of criminal
law, he said.
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ICT Ministry announces 15 flagship projects

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE INFORMATION and
Communications Technology Ministry
yesterdayannounced 15 flagship projects
for the three-month first phase of the
“digital economy” policy.

ICT Minister Uttama Savayana said
the projects included a CAT Telecom
innovation park, TOT’saim to have 2 mil-
lion broadband users, electronic-trade
facilitation focusing on rice and sugar
traders, especially small and medium-
sized enterprises, and Web services such
asThailand Post’s Postmart.com forlogis-
tics operations.

The projects fall into five categories:
telecom infrastructure, government
information, electronic services for
SMEs, smart cities, and cyber-security.

Both TOT and CAT will need to dis-
cuss implementing some of the projects

together, including international subma-
rine cable projects and nationwide under-
ground cables.

Uttama had ordered 10 ICT state
agencies to propose flagship projects.
Each agency proposed two projects, but
the ministry selected only 15.

He said the ministry would provide
budgets for all 15 projects.

All the agencies have to finalise the
total budget for the long-term plan with-
in 10 days, then the ministry will submit
the projects to the Cabinet for approval.

On a separate issue, TOT’s labour
union called for employees and others to
gather today at its headquarters on
Chaeng Wattana Road to defend the
agency’s right to keep its bandwidth on
the 900-megahertz spectrum after its
concession with Advanced Info Services
(AIS) expires today. This will be the sec-
ond time the union has taken this action,
thefirstoccurring on September 22, when

News ID: C-150930003025 (30 Sep 15/05:37)
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around 500 TOT employees joined the
rally.

The union will submit a letter to the
chairman ofthe TOT board aboutitsright
to keep the spectrum. It will also ask the
Office of the Auditor-General and the
National Anti-Corruption Commission
to investigate the National Broadcasting
and Communications Commission’s plan
to hold an auction of 900MHz licences.

The union also wantsto voiceits desire
for TOT to receive compensation for its
past amendments of AIS’s concession.
The state agency has alleged that these
amendments damaged it financially.
Uttama has ordered TOT to give legal
notice to AIS that it will claim damages
of around Bt72 billion from two of the
company’s concession amendments in
the past. Today is the first day that the
NBTC will accept bid documents for two
telecom licences on the 1,800M Hz spec-
trum.
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Ad Rate: 2,050 Headline: 'Single gateway’ only for regulatory oversight: Prajin
(e y The CAT Telecom and TOT committee sug-
S I n g le g atew a pested it is possible to set up asingle gateway
y since there is so much traffic sent via interna-
tional Internet gateways. The huge traffic brings
huge investment costs.
0 n y Or regU atory People against the move may misunder-
stand the definition of a single gateway, he said.
. = e “They assume that a single gateway means
Ove rS Ight Pral I n merging international Internet gateways and
u controlling them. However, everyone should
study exactly what the ICT Ministry plans to do.
USANEEMONGKOLPORN, If [they] oppose this without understanding,
ASINAPORNWASIN they won't be able to get together on co-devel-
THE NATION opment.
“We need to study how the model should be
GOVERNMENT ministers have defended their and then hear all apinions, in order to adjust the
review of Thailand’s Internet gateways. Uttama model for best operation. For now, we have not
Savanayana, the Information and Commun- reached the stage of getting a [preferred]
ication Technology Minister, said there were model,” Prajin said.
“multiple gateways™ and not a single gateway — He said it was impaossible that the single
and the latter ideawas merely being studied. pateway for the Internet might go downand
“Actually, it Is not to have only one gateway,” cause the country’s Internet connections to col-
he said. “The idea [of this] is how to utilise the lapse.
nation’s resources, Internet and telecoms. For “They don’t understand the single gateway.
example, is it possible to together use the inter- [tdoesn't mean it will only be a *single’ [link] or
national Internet gateways order to reduce a bottleneck. Rather, a single gateway just
costs. However, it is a study. For inbound means integration of ‘ways’ that regulate [ Net
Internet connections, isit possible to have a traffic] by an integrated regulatory body.”
neutral Internet exchange and set up a joint- Colonel Sanpachai Huvanandana, acting
company to operate this while the gavernment chief executive officer of CAT Telecom, said the
oversees and protects people, not violates their proposed single gateway wasa concept fora
pasic rights? ‘tonsolidated gateway’ between TOT and CAT
“Moreover, we need to study whether we Telecom. TOT and CAT Telecom plan to com-
need tohave a new law to support this or not, or bine their assets into one and set up a com-
whether we can apply the Computer Crime Act bined arganisation, which would take time.
ornot.” For national security, the government needs
Deputy Premier ACM Prajin Juntong said the to have a solid organisation to oversee things —
idea of a single gateway was not to control not CAT Telecomand TOT. All this must be done
information, but mare like building a small road under the law. The National Broadcasting and
tobecome a big road. “People who are against Telecommunication Commission’s role was to
the project misunderstand it,” he said. oversee Internet traffic, he said.
The government ordered the ICT Ministry to
study a single gateway and was told that the
ministry has appointed working panels to do
this, withan ICT Ministry committee and CAT
Telecomand TOT committee, Prajin said.
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