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Four 4G hopefuls submit their
documents for November bid

KOMSAM TORTERMVASANA

Four companies submitted bidding docu-
ments yesterday for the two licences up
for grabs in next month's 1800-megahertz
fourth-generation (4G) auction.

They are Advanced Wireless Network,
the 3G arm of Advanced Info Service Plc;
DTAC Trinet Co, a subsidiary of Total
Access Communication Plc; True Move H
Universal Communication, a subsidiary of
True Move; and Jas Mobile Broadband, a
subsidiary of Jasmine International.

The four companies paid a combined
3.18 billion baht in deposit guarantees to
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) yes-
terday. Each also placed a 500,000-baht
bid deposit.

The NBTC expects the 1800-MHz licence
auction to generate a minimum of 33.4 bil-
lion baht in revenue for the government.

The calculation is based on the reserve
price of 13.2 billion baht per licence, plus
the minimum bid increment of 5% on the

reserve price from the first bidder.

“We believe competition in the 1800-
MHz auction will be more intense than the
bidding for the 3G auction in 2012,” said
Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman ofthe
NBTC's telecom committee.

He said Jas Mobile Broadband was the
first company to submit bidding docu-
ments to the regulator, followed by DTAC
TriNet and Advanced Wireless Network.
True Move H was the last bidder to file.

The NBTC plans to announced the
qualified bidders on Oct 21, then hopes to
auction two licences of 15 MHz each on the
1800-MHz spectrum on Nov 11.

The reserve price will start at 15.9 billion
baht per 15-MHz licence, representing 80%
of the estimated real spectrum value.

If only two bidders qualify, the reserve
price will increase to 19.89 billion baht or
100% of the real spectrum value.

Col Settapong said bids would increase
in 796-million-baht increments, equal to
5% of the floor bid.

But if the price reaches 19.89 billion
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baht, bids will increase in 398-million-
bahtincrements.

“We expect to earn much more thanthe
minimum target of 33.4 billion baht for
the 1800-MHz auction, as there are fewer
licences than bidders,” he said.

The mediawill be invited to observe the
location of the auction on Nov 3.

The regulator will hold a mock auction
for the 1800- MHz band on Nov 5, one week
before the auction date.

The NBTC will formally announce the
winning bidders by Nov 21, and the 4G
licences on the 1800-MHz band will be
awarded by Nov 30.

Col Settapong said the 4G auction would
revive Thailand’s sagging economy, with
at least 500 billion baht in fresh capital to
be injected into the system over the next
two years.

Having 4G wireless infrastructure will
serve development of the country’s digital
economy and enhance the nation’s com-
petitiveness in information and commu-
nications technology, he added.
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NBTC could bring
in Bt40 bn from
1800MHz auction

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission expects to realise up
to Bt40 billion from the auction of two licences
for the provision of 4G services under the
1800MHz spectrum, NBTC member Prasert
Silpiphat said yesterday.

Four groups of telecom operators yesterday
submitted the required documents - withabank
guarantee of Bt796 million per bidder and a
submission fee of Bt535,000 each - for them to
bid for the licences.

They are Jas Mobile Broadband, asubsidiary
of Jasmine International; DTAC TriNet, a unit
of Total Access Communication (DTAC);
Advanced Info Service’s Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN); and True Corp’s True Move H
Universal Communication.

Jas Mobile, anewcomer to the mobile-phone
business, will be partaking in a licence auction
for the first time, while the other three are
incumbent operators.

Some ofthe companies picked what they con-
sidered to be an auspicious time to submit the
bid documents.

The AWN representatives, who were dressed
in blue suits, did so at 10.31am precisely, while
True Move H Universal Communication made
sure it was thelast to submitits paperwork, after
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4pm. The NBTC will announce the names of the
qualified bidders after October 15. If all four
qualify, the starting price for the bidding will be
Bt15.912 billion per licence.

The agency expects to bring in at least
Bt33.416 billion from the auction, assuming all
four companies take part.

If only two companies qualify, the starting
price will be Bt19.89 billion per licence and the
regulator expects torealise Bt40.576 billion from
the auction.

The NBTC will hold the auction on
November 11, announce the bid winners by
November 18 and award the licences the fol-
lowing month.

In a related matter, the telecom committee
of the NBTC yesterday approved DTAC’s plan

tocomplete the rearrangement ofthe 1S00MHz
spectrum by the end of November.

The Information and Communications
Technology Ministry recently agreed to trans-
fer 5MHz of 1800MHz bandwidth from both
CAT Telecom and DTAC to the NBTC.

Meanwhile, CAT Telecom is still consider-
ing whether to take further legal action against
the NBTC for holding the upcoming 1800MHz
licence auction.

Last year, CAT filed a lawsuit at the Central
Administrative Court against the auction plan,
claiming that it held the rights to the 1800MHz
spectrum licences until 2018.

CAT granted 1800MHz concessions to
TrueMove and Digital Phone Co. The conces-
sions expired in September 2013.
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NATION

Thiti Nantapatsiri,
group executive
director of True
Corp, represents
the telecom giant
to submit its
bidding proposal
for 4G licences
yesterday. Three
other telecom
groups — Jasmine
International, Total
Access
Communication
(DTAC), and
Advanced Info
Service — also take
partin the auction.
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More than 1,000
TOT employees
gather in front of
the Office of the
Ombudsman at
the Government
Complex on
Chaeng Watthana
Road yesterday.
TAWATCHAI
KEMGUMNERD

TOT staff demand 900-MHz spectrum

TOT Plc’s labour union further flexed
its muscles against the board of direc-
tors by rallying at three anti-graft bodies
to demand it be given the 900-mega-
hertz spectrum from its concessionaire,
Advanced Info Service Plc, after the con-
cession ended yesterday.

More than 1,000 TOT emplovees took to
the streets yesterday to protest against the
board, claiming they had failed to protect
the benefits of the state telecom.

The protestersrallied at its headquarters

before marching to the three anti-graft
bodies at the Government Complex on
Chaeng Watthana Road: the Office of the
National Anti-Corruption Commission, the
Office of the Ombudsman and the Office of
the Auditor General.

TOT labour union president Anuchit
Toopleung said he submitted letters to
representatives of all three state bodies
asking them to scrutinise the performance
of the board over the retum of the 900-
MHz spectrum.

News ID: C-151001001064 (1 Oct 15/05:07)
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The union also voiced opposition to
the planned 900-MHz spectrum auction
in December.

Itasked the agencies to consider whether
the National Broadcastingand Telecommu-
nications Commission had the authority to
auction TOT's 900-MHz spectrum.

TOT has the rightto use the spectrum, as
it was given permission to operate it with-
out an expiry date by the defunct national
spectrum management committee 20 years
ago, Mr Anuchit insisted.
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A IS ta kes to billion respectively. The figures are
5 = based on TOT's calculation from
2001 to June 2015.
arb It rat I 0 n TOT granted a 25-year conces-
sion of the 900-megahertz spec-
TOT’ Bt72_b trum to AIS in 1990. The sixth
S n amendment took place in May
. 2001 during Thaksin’s administra-
damage cla I m tion, when TOT lowered the con-
cession fee for AIS’s prepaid serv-
ice from 20-25 per cent to a flat 20
USANEE MONGKOLPORN per cent until the end of the con-
THE NATION
——— THE CLAIM WILL COVER ONLY
nfo Service has
taken its dispute with TOT to arbi- THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH
tration, after the state agency CONCESSION AM ENDMENTS,
claimed Bt72 billion in damages
allegedly caused by concessio%l WHICH ALLEGEDLY COST TOT
amendimients in the past, said BT61.28 BILLION AND BT10.75
Somchai Lertsuthiwong, chief
executive officer of AIS. BILLION RESPECTIVELY.
Yesterday TOT gave the compa-
ny legal written notice of its claim cession. Currently there are around
for damages from the sixth and 2.3 million users left on AIS’s
seventh amendments to the con- 900MHz network and they can
cession contract. The notice indi- still use the services until the com-
cated that TOT was basing its pletion of the upcoming auction of
claim on the Supreme Court’s 2010 licences on that spectrum by the
ruling finding former prime minis- National Broadcasting and
ter Thaksin Shinawatra guilty of Telecommunications Commission
abuse of power. AIS was founded (NBTC).
by Thaksin. Meanwhile yesterday, more
Somchai said AIS had replied to than 500 TOT employees led by
TOT that the company had always their labour union gathered for the
respected the concession contract second time at its headquarters on
and never abused it. Chaeng Wattana Road to defend
“We refuse to pay the damages TOT’s right to keep the 90OMHz
claimed since we did not do any- spectrum after its concession with
thing wrong. We always complied AIS expired.
with the concession contract,” he The union led the rally to sub-
said. mit a letter to Monchai Noosong,
According to the contract, any acting TOT president, about its
dispute should be brought before right to keep the spectrum. It will
an arbitration panel. also submit the letter to the Office
Earlier, Information and of the Ombudsman and the
Communications Technology National Anti-Corruption
Minister Uttama Savanayana Commission.
ordered TOT to present the legal The union also asked the TOT
damage-claim notice to AIS before board to approve a plan to take legal
the contract ended yesterday. action against the NBTC over its
The claim will cover only the auction plan. If the board does not
sixth and seventh concession take any action, the union will filea
amendments, which allegedly cost lawsuit against the board and execu-
TOT Bt61.28 billion and Bt10.75 tives alleging negligence of duty.
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SIM REGISTRATION ENDS

The 11 million prepaid mobile-
phone users who had not registered
their SIM cards by yesterday’s dead-
line lost all services at midnight,
said the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

The NBTC claims that the strict
regulation that all prepaid mobile-
phone users must use their identi-
ty cards to register their SIM cards
is due to national-security con-
cerns.

There are 110 million mobile-
phone subscriptions in Thailand, of
which 85 million numbers are for
prepaid services.
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