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Headline: NBTC’s R&D fund rejects ratings research project
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NBTC’s R&D fund rejects
ratings research project

THE NATION

THE BOARD of directors of the
Broadcastingand Telecommu-
nications Research and Develop-
ment Fund for the Public Interest
(BTFP) has agreed with its legal
advisers that the Media Research
Bureau’s research project on tele-
vision audience ratings does not
meet the fund’s purposes in terms
of benefits to consumers.

After a BTFP meeting yester-
day, Takorn Tantasith, director
and secretary ofthe fund and sec-
retary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission, said the
board had agreed with the view
of the NBTC’s subcommittee for
legal issues that the MRB’s
Bt394.2-million project would
not directly benefit the public

News ID: C-151009003080 (9 Oct 15/06:15)
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or consumers. The subcommit-
tee reasoned that the likely
outcome of the project would
benefit members of the associa-
tion who operate private busi-
nesses, and notthe publicor con-
sumers.

Control and supervise

Theideaforthe research proj-
ect came after the Media Agency
Association of Thailand teamed
upwith TV broadcasters tosetup
the MRB, aiming to control and
supervise the broadcasting
industry’s ratings system.

Recently, ratings company
Nielsen Company (Thailand) for-
mally asked the NBTC and BTFP
toreview the MRB’s project to see
if was in line with the fund’s
objectives.
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Four telecom companies
pre-qualified for 1,800MHz bid

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ALL FOUR telecom companies
that picked up bid documents for
two licences on the 1,800-mega-
hertz spectrum have been pre-
qualified, a source at the National
Broadcasting and Telecommun-
ications Commission said yester-
day.

They are Advanced Wireless
Network of Advanced Info Service,
DTAC TriNet Network of Total
Access Communication, True Move
H Universal Communi-cation of
True Corp and Jas Mobile of
Jasmine International.

The NBTC's telecom committee
will disclose the names of the qual-
ified bidders on Tuesday.

The minimum starting bid will
be Bt15.912 billion per licence,
since there are more than two bid-

News ID: C-151009003079 (9 Oct 15/06:16)
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ders, according to the NBTC’s auc-
tion rules.“If the four compete seri-
ously in the bidding, each licence is
expected to fetch more than Bt20
billion,” an NBTC source said.

The auction will be held on
November 11.

The telecom committee is also
expected at its Tuesday meeting to
finalise the date for auctioning two
licences for the 90OMHz spec-
trum. The tentative date is
December 15, but the NBTC is
expected to move it up to next
month.

However, TOT has considered
mounting a legal challenge against
the NBTC’s plan to reclaim this
900MHz spectrum for auction.

TOT granted a 90OOMHz
concession to Advanced Info
Service. It expired on September
30. The state enterprise wants to
keep the spectrum until 2025.
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Public broadcasters ‘critical for national interest’

MEDIA EXPERTS QUESTION ROLE OF SOME TELEVISION STATIONS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

PUBLIC BROADCASTING is still
indispensable to safeguard national
interests and promote democracy
eventhoughthe TVindustryis expe-
riencing fierce competition among
commercial broadcasters, a forum
heard yesterday.

Media Monitor-Foundation for
Media Studies - the non-profit
organisation that organised “From
Thai PBS to the Future of Public
Broadcasting Service in Thailand” -
said Thai Public Broadcasting
Service (PBS) was able to respond to

public needs, but the roles of other
public broadcasters such as the
Army’s TV5 and the Public Relations
Department’s NBT in supporting
and protecting public benefits were
still questionable.

According to Media Monitor’s
study, TV5, which is undergoing a
transformation from a commercial-
ly oriented broadcaster to a public
broadcaster for national security,
still provides some commercially
sponsored TV programmes, while
NBT, formerly known as Channel 11,
is mainly supporting government
policies.

NBT is going to be another chan-

nel for public service.

Thepchai Yong, from the Thai
Broadcast Journalists Association,
questioned the role of TV5 asa soon-
to-be public TV station for national
security, as it continued to air enter-
tainment programmes during the
August 17 bombing at the
Ratchaprasong intersection.

However, public broadcasting is
a universal element of true democ-
racy, which has to welcome public
participation, and the Thai PBS
model is a good example, he said.

Thai PBS has the capacity towork
on areas that mainstream broad-
casters are not interested in, as it is

fully funded by taxes. Thai PBS
appeared to enjoy more freedom
than commercial TV stations, which
are now facing tough competition
from the huge increase in players
after the birth of 24 digital channels.
The key is for all kinds of public
TV stations to deliver on their prom-
ises to the public, Thepchai said.
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Supinya Klangnarong, amember
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said public broadcasting
was a significant outcome of the Thai
media reform in 1997.

“That aimed at media liberalisa-
tionthrough allocating national fre-
quencies to three segments - public
service, commercial service and
community-based service. Ithelped

guarantee public participation and
free and fair competition,” she said.

After this change, the NBTC took
on the responsibility to change the
old concession regime to the new
licence-based system.

“Having independent public
broadcasters indicates the demo-
craticsituationin each country,” said
Somchai Suwanban, director-gen-
eral of Thai PBS.

He admitted that Thai PBS was
sometimes recognised as a player
among commercial TV stations.
Positioned as a news station, Thai
PBS is now facing severe competi-
tion from commercial news TV sta-
tions.

Underthe NBTC’s master plan, 12
digital TV channels are reserved for

public service. Besides Thai PBS,
TV5, NBTC channel and Thai
Parliament TV, Supinya sees sever-
al prospects such as the Defence
Ministry, the university alliance and
ETV, which is run by the Education
Ministry.

Suwanna  Sombatraksasook,
deputy managing director of More
TV, whichis operated by the alliance
of Thai universities, said her chan-
nel was interested in applying for a
licence for public broadcasting for
education.

More TV programmes will be cre-
ated and based on academic papers
from a network of 33 universities.
The TV station now has 47 studios
located at various universities with
a workforce of 200.
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