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Headline: NBTC moves 900 MHz auction to Nov 12

BID DATE NAILED DOWN

NBTC has decided the 900-megahertz
spectrum auction will take place on Nov 12,
one day after the 1800-MHz auctions. B6

NBTC moves 900 MHz
auction to Nov 12

Settapong: Long delay
could hit share prices

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
officially set Nov 12 as the date for auc-
tioning two licences on the 900-mega-
hertz spectrum, one day after the 1800-
MHz auctions.

The NBTC’s telecom committee final-
ised the decision yesterday and will send
it to the cabinet soon, said Col Settapong
Malisuwan, committee chairman.

The regulator initially planned to auc-
tion the 900-MHz spectrum on Dec 15. But
Col Settapong said that date was too far
from the 1800-MHz auctions, scheduled
for Nov 11.

“All bidders are SET-listed companies.
Bidders who fail to win a licence on the
1800-MHz spectrum might see a swing
in their stock prices,” he said.

In addition, Col Settapong said moving
the auction date up would result in faster

4G network rollout and commercial ser-
vices, as well as the government receiving
its auction fees sooner.

“We expect winning bidders to com-
mercially launch their 4G services next
January,” he said.

The NBTC expects to receive at least
73 billion baht from the 4G spectrum
auctions of the four licences in Novem-
ber, with the revenue passing directly to
state coffers.

The auctions could stimulate direct
and indirect investment valued at 1.3
trillion baht over the next five years, said
Col Settapong.

The NBTC plans to auction two licences
on the 900-MHz spectrum, each with 10
MHz of bandwidth. The reserve price for
a 900-MHz licence is 12.9 billion baht, or
80% of the estimated real spectrum value.

Five companies have picked up bid
documents so far for the 900-MHz auction.

The telecom committee announced
yesterday there were four qualified bid-
ders for the 1800-MHz auction: Advanced
Wireless Network, the 3G mobile firm
of Advanced Info Service Plc; Total
Access Communication Plc subsidiary
DTAC TriNet; True Move H Universal
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Communication, a subsidiary of True
Move; and Jas Mobile Broadband, a sub-
sidiary of Jasmine International Plc.

Two licences will be auctioned on the
1800-MHz spectrum, each with 15 MHz of
bandwidth. The reserve price for a 1800-
MHz licence is 15.9 billion baht, or 80% of
the estimated value. If only two bidders
qualify, the reserve price will increase to
19.89 billion.

Col Settapong said bids would increase
in 796-million-baht increments, equal to
5% of the floor bid. If the price reaches
19.89 billion baht, bids will increase in
398-million-baht increments.

The media is invited to observe the
auction location on Nov 3 and the reg-
ulator will hold a mock auction for the
1800-MHz spectrum on Nov 5, one week
before the auction. The NBTC will formally
announce the winning bidders by Nov
21, and the 4G licences on the 1800-MHz
band will be awarded by Nov 30.

Col Settapong said the NBTC ear-
marked 110 million baht to conduct 4G
spectrum auctions including an advisory
budget for the International Telecommu-
nications Union and to hire a company to
provide an auction system.
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NBTC arranges telecom
auctions for consecutive
days in mid-November

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TWO TELECOM licences
for the 900-megahertz spec-
trum will be auctioned on Novem-
ber 12, one day after the auction
of two licences for the 1,800MHz
spectrum.

The telecom committee of the
National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission
(NBTC) finalised the auction date
for 900MHz licences yesterday.

It will notify the Cabinet of the
changeinthe 900MHz auction date,
whichithad earlier tentatively setas
December 15.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC, said the re-
vised date meant that the bid win-
ners for 1,800MHz and 900MHz
licences would be able to launch
services on both spectra at the same
time, which is expected to be in
January.

The combined cost of the NBTC
holding the two auctions is estimat-
ed at Bt110 million.

After the auctions, the existing
second-generation services on
1,800MHz of TrueMove and
Digital Phone Co (DPC) will be
officially shut down on November
18, and the 2G service on 900MHz
of Advanced Info Service (AILS)
will be officially closed on Novem-
ber 19, as their spectrum band-
width will be transferred to the bid
winners.

The NBTC will approve the
results ofthe bidding for 1,800MHz
licences on November 18, and the
900MHz results the following day,
Takorn said.
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Since their concessions ended in
September 2013, the NBTC has per-
mitted TrueMove and DPC to con-
tinue providing services to sub-
scribers until all of them are migrat-
ed to other networks.

The commission granted the
same permission to AIS, whose con-
cession ended last month.

Currently, around 2.5 million
subscribers remain with AIS, around
120,000 with TrueMove and about
900 with DPC.

However, state telecom agency
TOT is considering suing the NBTC
to stop the planned auction of
900MHz licences. Its board will
meet on October 20 to decide
whether to file a lawsuit.

The telecom committee yester-
day also approved the names of the
four companies that are pre-quali-
fied to bid for 1,800MHz licences:
AIS’s Advanced Wireless Network;
DTAC TriNet Network, a unit of
Total Access Communication; True
Move H Universal Communication,
which is part of True Corp; and
Jasmine International’s Jas Mobile
unit.

The auctions of the 1,800MHz
and 900MHz licences are expected
to realise at least Bt73 billion in
upfrontlicence-fee payments for the
state, Takorn said.

It is expected that the same four
companies pre-qualified to bid for
1,800MHz licences will also submit
documents to bid for 900MHz
licences.

The NBTC will give companies
until October 22 to submit the

required documentation for
participation in the 900MHz
auction.
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