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PARTNERS PICKED

TOT has shortlisted two companies for the
final phase of negotiations for private
partnerships to provide mobile service. B2

AIS tipped to partner TOT

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Plc has shortlisted two companies for
the final phase of negotiations for private
partnerships to provide mobile service on
its cellular infrastructure.

The negotiation process is expected to
be concluded by Nov 15, said a TOT board
director who asked not to be named.

“The two prospective private partners
are most likely to be Advanced Info Service
(AIS) and Mobile LTE,” the source said.

The source stressed that AIS, Thailand's
biggest mobile operator and TOT’s larg-
est concessionaire, has proposed the most
attractive benefits to the state telecom and
is almost certain to become its partner.

AIS has committed to rent 80% of TOT’s
mobile network capacity, while the remain-
ing 20% will be reserved for renting to
other companies.

TOT acting president Monchai Noosong
said its board could not finalise the names
of its partners for mobile business at Tues-
day’s meeting. The board has assigned
TOT'’s management panel to further negoti-
ate with prospective partners.
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Mr Monchai admitted that TOT was now
in negotiations with only two companies for
partnership, but he declined to name them.

TOT allowed interested private com-
panies to submit their proposals to form
a strategic partnership, as required by
the State Enterprises Policy Commission
or superboard.

Five companies submitted proposals to
provide 3G wireless broadband services
on TOT's 2100-megahertz spectrum. They
are AIS, Loxley Wireless, True Corporation,
Samart Corporation and Mobile LTE.

Mr Monchai said TOT needed private
partners to boost its mobile business
and increase revenue.

“TOT and its partners expect to start
developing mobile service early next year,”
he said.

Mr Monchai said TOT’s board also
ordered management to review its plan to
file a petition against the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion over the 900-MHz spectrum auctions
to provide 4G service, saying management
needs to take potential loss scenarios into
account if the auctions are delayed.
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FOUR PLAN TO BID ON
900MHZ LICENCES

Four telecom companies —
Advanced Wireless Network of
Advanced Info Service, DTAC TriNet of
Total Access Communication, True
Move H Universal Communication of
True Corp and Jas Mobile of Jasmine
International — have confirmed that
they will submit bid documents today
for the 900MHz auction.

They are the same four companies
submitting bids for the two licences
on the 1.800-megahertz
spectrum.Each of them has to post a
Bt644-million bank guarantee for
joining the 900MHz auction and pay
more than Bt500,000 for the appli-
cation fee.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission will
take about 15 days to complete pre-
qualification of the bidders. It will
auction the two1,800MHz licences on
November 11 and the two 900MHz
licences on November 12.
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TOT to decide on cellular partner by mid-Nov

THE NATION

TOT IS expected to select a part-
ner for its cellular-service business
unit by the middle of next month,
acting president Montchai
Noosong said yesterday.
Meanwhile, the TOT board has
still not made a final decision on
whether it will mount a legal chal-
lenge against the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC) over the plan to auction
licences to the 900-megahertz
spectrum on November 12. The
board will meet again on October
30 to make a final decision on the

matter.

Montchai
said TOT was
in talks with
two of the four
prospective
business part-
ners for the
cellular unit but declined to specify
their names. He hinted that one of
them was a listed company that
was in a dispute with TOT, while
the other one was a newcomer in
the telecom industry.

Five companies — Advanced
Info Service (AIS), Loxley, True
Corp, Samart Corp and Mobile
LTE - had originally submitted

partnership
proposals for
TOT’s cellular-
service busi-
ness unit.
Samart was
later excluded.
AIS has
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AIS HAS BEEN IN A DISPUTE
WITH TOT OVER OWNERSHIP
RIGHTS OF TELECOM TOWERS,
WHILE MOBILE LTE IS A NEWLY
ESTABLISHED FIRM.

been in a dispute with TOT over
the ownership rights of telecom
towers, while Mobile LTEisa
newly established firm.

A TOT source said the state
telecom agency was negotiating
with AIS to determine the benefits
of such a partnership. AIS has pro-
posed that TOT would benefit to
the tune of Bt4.5 billion a year
from the partnership. Mobile LTE
reportedly proposed around Bt7.5
billion a year in benefit to TOT.

Montchai said the partnership
talks had focused on the joint
expansion of TOT's 2.1-gigahertz
wireless-broadband service but
TOT would have to adjust the plan,
since the NBTC would consider
allowing TOT to upgrade the use of
bandwidth on 2.3GHz to offer
wireless broadband.

Montchai said TOT had nearly
finished talks with AIS on the tele-
com-tower dispute but had still
not finalised a solution. AIS has
proposed a joint venture with TOT
to manage their telecom towers.
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Six ministries spend
big on PR activities

JEERAPONG PRASERTPONKRUNG
THE NATION

SIX ministries have spent more than Bt100 million each on
public relations, advertising and events over the past six
months, a source revealed yesterday.

“The biggest spender is the Energy Ministry. It has spent
Bt455 million,” the source said, citing information from the
Monitoring and Auditing Committee on Fiscal
Expenditures. The source said that the committee’s chair-
man Lt-General Chartudom Titthasiri had passed the
information to the Cabinet on Tuesday.

The data reveals that the second-biggest public-rela-
tions spender is the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Ministry, spending Bt387 million, fol-
lowed by Finance Ministry, which has used Bt215 million.

The Tourism and Sports Ministry came in fourth with
Bt194 million, followed by Commerce Ministry (Bt173 mil-
lion) and the Interior Ministry (Bt137 million). “Provincial
authorities have spent a total of Bt105 million on public rela-
tions, advertising and events,” the source added.

However, some ministries have used much less for the
same purpose. The Social Development and Human
Security Ministry has only spent Bt14: million on PR activ-
ities. The review also showed that PTT had spent as much
as Bt241 million, TOT spent Bt142 million and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission has
used up Bt135 million for the same purposes. CAT Telecom
and the Government Savings Bank have spent Bt109 mil-
lion each, while the Tourism Authority of Thailand has spent
Bt104 million.

The Department of International Trade Promotion has
used Bt96 million and the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration has spent Bt66.5 million in promotional
activities over the last six months.
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