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Gang extorted in name of royals

POLICE DISPLAY ASSETS SEIZED FROM MOR
YONG GANG; SAY TRIO DEMANDED BRIBES AND
SPONSORSHIPS; MORE PERSONS INVOLVED

THE NATION

IN ONE of the biggest crackdowns on
a “lese-majeste gang” this year, police
are investigating a famous fortune-
teller and his alleged accomplices over
suspicions they demanded sponsor-
ships and bribes, which they claimed
to be for the Royal Family.

The newly appointed police
spokesman, Pol General Dejnarong
Sutticharnbancha, told a press con-
ference yesterday that there were 13
criminal cases related to this gang.

Identified as suspects are fortune-
teller Suriyan Sujaritpolwong, better
known as Mor Yong, his secretary
Jirawong Wattanathewasilp, Pol
Major Prakrom Warunprapha, who
died in detention on Friday night, and
Sukkho Tarmseree. Theywill face trial
inthe Military Court on charges oflese
majeste, illegal possession of weapons,
and having unlicensed radio commu-
nication devices and a station.

Lt-General Srivara Ransibrahm-
anakul, the acting deputy national
police commissioner who heads the
investigation team, said it was likely
thatmore suspects would beidentified
and more arrest warrants issued.

“We are in the process of gathering
evidence,” he said.

He also pointed out that the legal
chief of the military’s ruling National

Council for Peace and Order, Wijarn
Jodtaeng, hadlodged most of the com-
plaints against Suriyan’s gang with
police on Tuesday.

The complaint also implicated
Sukkho but it remains unclear as to
whether he is already in detention.
Police say Sukkho has some ties with
Prakrom. Suriyan and Jirawong are
now held at a special detention facili-
ty at the 11th Army Circle’s Infantry
Battalion in Bangkok.

Before his arrest, Suriyan had
served as an adviser to a subcommit-
tee responsible for holding PR activi-
ties for the “Bike for Mom” cycling
eventin August 16, as well as the “Bike
for Dad” event scheduled for
December 11.

According to police, Suriyan,
Prakrom and Jirawong fraudulently
cited the Royal Family in asking for
sponsorships from various private
firms several times from June until
early this month and also sought priv-
ileged mobile-phone numbers from
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
since September.

On August 25 and September 3, the
suspects also allegedly claimed they
represented the Royal Familyin hand-
ing out “thank you” cards to the pri-
vate sector.

Police said theyhad found evidence
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the suspects had demanded bribes
from a supplier of souvenir pins for
royal-themed events.

“Thesuspects asked for moneyfrom
subsidiaries of Charoen Pokphand
Group for making Bike for Mom pins,
and sought money from Muang Thai
Insurance to make Bike for Dad pins,”
Srivara said at the press conference.

The sponsorships they received
were in millions of baht, according to
the ongoinginvestigation, and the sus-
pects had tried to hide their ill-gotten
gainsby transferringthe assetstotheir

siblings, relatives or people in their
close circle. Some of the money was
allegedly used to buy a condominium.

According to police, the gang was
alsofoundtobein possession of dozens
of state-owned vehicles plus three
automobiles sponsored by the
Canadian Embassy, plus a long list of
valuables.

Yesterday’s press conference was
held particularly to provide informa-
tion on cases against Suriyan and his
accomplices. Also on display at the
event were various assets such as lux-
ury wristwatches, guitars, amulets,
luxury bags, and jewellery.

Srivara said most items on display
were found in Prakrom’s possession.
Some of the precious items belonged
to Pol Lt-General Pongpat Chayapan,
a former chief of the Central
Investigation Bureau (CIB), who is
serving a jail term for lese-majeste
offences. “The items were confiscated
frm Pongpat and are in military cus-
tody. It is investigating how this civil-
ian suspect secured the possessions,”
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THE CASE AGAINST
THE LESE-MAJESTE
ACCUSED

Police yesterday alleged that
fortune-teller Suriyan
Sujaritpolwong or Mor Yong, his
secretary Jirawong
Wattanathewasilp and deceased
Pol Major Prakrom Warunprapha
reaped benefits from two bike
campaigns by citing the royal
family.

BIKE FOR MOM CAMPAIGN (AUG 16)

June 18

« Suriyan and Jirawong meet the
woman representative at Major
Rachayothin building. She
quotes Bt3.70 as the price for
each souvenir pin but Suriyan
orders her to raise the price to
Bt5.70 and transfer the price
difference to their accounts.

June 22

¢ The woman submits quotations
for the pin to five private firms at
a total of Bt3.049 million.

June 23

¢ The woman withdraws a sum of
Btl1.2 million from her company’s
bank account after the firm pays
her firm an advance of Bt1.482
million.

¢ She deposits Btl million into a
bank account of his close aide

and Bt200,000 to Jirawong's
bank account.

July 2

¢ On instructions from Suriyan, his
sister withdraws a sum from his
aide's account to buy a daily
fixed-income fund of a bank.

July 11

¢ Jirawong makes many
withdrawals from his bank
account.

BIKE FOR DAD CAMPAIGN (DEC 11)

October 2

e A |lady representative of a
company submits a price
quotation of souvenir pins to an
insurance group for Bt10.7
million.

October 5/6

* The group pays a 50-per-cent
advance of Bt5.35 million to her
firm.

October 7

e The lady representative
withdraws Bt4.773 million and
transfers Bt773,000 to Suriyan’s
bank account. The balance Bt4
million, she transfers to the bank
account of his close aide. Of the
sum, Bt3.2 million was used to
buy a condominium in Phya Thai
district.

e The balance amount of
Bt800,000 is deposited in
Suriyan's bank account.

Source: Royal Thai Police
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he said.

Srivara said Prakrom might have
taken away these valuables before sol-
diers had completed the process of
confiscating Pongpat’s assets.

“But we will investigate further to
determine if there are any irregulari-
ties and if anyone should be held
responsible. If ves, we will definitely
take legal action against wrongdoers,”
Srivara said.

CIB chief Pol Lt-General Thitiraj
Nongharnpitak, the deputyhead ofthe
investigation team, said the suspects
had tried to destroy information that
could be used as evidence against
them.

“We are trying to restore and
retrieve information,” he said in
response to a question about the sus-
pects’ computers. “Wehave been using
sophisticated techniques.”

Prakrom was working for the
Technology Crime Suppression
Division at the time of his arrest.
Criminal proceedings against him
have come to a halt because of his
death.
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High-ranking police officials hold a press conference yesterday to detail lese rﬁaieste charges against fortune-teller Suriyan Sujaritpolwong, knbwn as Mor Yong, his secretary Jirawong Wattanathewasilp and the

late Pol Major Prakrom Warunprapha. Valuables and weapons confiscated during raids at the suspects’ residences were also displayed.
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