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NBTC defends
Springnews deal
torun FM 98.5

USANEE MONGKONPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission yes-
terday insisted that its contract with
Springnews TV operator to operate the
FM 98.5 radio station is lawful and its
process was transparent.

Some had questioned whether it was
appropriate for the NBTC as a regulator
to act as a broadcaster by holding radio
frequencies.

Meanwhile, Supinya Klangnarong, a
member ofthe NBTC’sbroadcasting com-
mittee, had questioned why the selection
process had begun without her panel’s
approval. But NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith yesterday said the selec-
tion process for the operator of the sta-
tion was fair, transparent and in accor-
dance with broadcasting regulations.

He said that after a previous contract
held by Independent Network was ter-
minated, the NBTC was obligated to call
tenders to select another company to
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operate FM 98.5, commonly known as 1
Por Nor, and co-produce radio pro-
grammes for it.

“There were three bidders, GMM
Grammy, Lukthung Thailand and News
Network Multimedia,” he said.

“After looking into the qualifications
and relevant documents from all bidders,
we finally decided to pick News Network
Multimedia, a subsidiary of Springnews
Corporation, as the winner of the bid
because the company offered the bestben-
efits, totalling Bt2.461 million a month
inclusive of VAT, or value-added tax.

GMM Grammy offered just Bt1.4 mil-
lion a month while Lukthung presented
monthly benefits of Bt1.5 million.

The one-year contract between the
NBTC Office and News Network
Multimedia was sealed last month and
Spring Radio will take to the airwaves in
Bangkok tomorrow. Takorn stressed that
all revenue incurred under this contract
must be collected as government income
and thecontract was based on time-shar-
ing and co-production conditions, not
frequency allocation.

Springnews Corp, the operator of
Springnews TV news station, called an
urgent press conference to stress that its
time-leasing contract tooperate FM 98.5
granted bythe NBTCwas lawful and legit-
imate. Watanya Wongopasi, vice chair-
woman for business management of
Springnews Corp, said radiobusiness was
a part of the company’s business strategy
as multi-platform content provider.
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Headline: Uttama urges greater integration

Uttama urges greater integration

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thailand needs an “integrated digital
ecosystem” in the information and com-
munication technology (ICT) sector to
drive the country towards a digital econ-
omy, says the ICT minister.

Toachieve this goal, greater collabora-
tion between the national telecom regu-
lator and private telecom-related associa-
tions is needed, said Uttama Savanayana.

An integrated digital ecosystem will
remedy the current fragmented and inef-
fective digital environment and create
integrated and cross-platform digital
strategies for the regulator and ICT-
related agencies.

Speakingyesterday at a forum entitled
“Countdown to the 4G auctions —driving
towards the digital economy’, Mr Uttama
said the imminent fourth-generation

(4G) spectrum auctions will be vital to
the development of the digital economy.

The 4G auctions will lead to the
aggressive rollout of high-speed wire-
less broadband networks, a key com-
ponent in the country’s hard infrastruc-
ture development.

“Personally, I believe the 4G spectrum
auctions will go ahead as planned with-
out further delay, as the auctions will
benefit all sectors,” said Mr Uttama.

He also said the development of the
hard infrastructure would not be enough
to accomplish Thailand’s digital econ-
omy goals.

Innovation and creative digital con-
tent and products are important factors
in the development ofa digital economy.

Mr Uttama said his ministry planned
to outline stages in the development of
the integrated digital ecosystem next

year. “Thailand is set to become a digi-
tal infrastructure hub in Asean by 2020,
he added.

He is in talks with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission and the Telecommunica-
tions Association of Thailand about the
development of the telecom industry,
Mr Uttama said.

Reallocating telecom frequencies and
implementing a digital economy road-
map are the key issues under discussion.

The ICT Ministry has outlined a draft
five-yvear master plan for the develop-
ment of the country's economic and digi-
tal society, expected to be implemented
in 2016, he said.

He acknowledged that the major chal-
lenge facing Thailand is how to attract
global technology firms to invest in the
country's digital infrastructure.
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TOT union to sue regulator, ICT minister

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Flc’s labour union has announced
plans to file two lawsuits against the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) and its
board of directors along with the ICT min-
ister over November’s fourth-generation
spectrum auctions.

The union gathered 1,000 names of TOT
employees yesterday, said union president
Anuchit Toopluang,.

The move came after TOT's board direc-
tors avoided making a decision to take legal
action against the imminent 4G auctions
in order to protect the state telecom enter-
prise’s benefits.

Mr Anuchit said the union would file
a petition against the NBTC over the 4G
auctions, arguing that the regulator hasno
authority to hold the auction of 20 MHz
of bandwidth on the 900-MHz spectrum
because TOT retains the right to the fre-
quency after its concession with Advanced
Info Service (AIS) expired in September.

The union will also file a criminal com-
plaintat a police station against TOT execu-
tives and board directors, as well as the ICT
minister for failing to comply with Section
157 of the Criminal Code.

Section 157 prohibits state officers from
doing or not doing activities that cause
damage to state benefits.

NBTC plans to auction two licences of
the 900-MHz spectrum on Nov 12, each

containing 10 MHz of bandwidth.

Under existing law, after expiry of con-
cesslons the spectra must be returned to the
NBTC for reallocation via auction.

Mr Anuchit said TOT was given permis-
sion to operate the bandwidth spectrum
by the defunct national spectrum man-
agement committee, which was under the

Transport Ministry 20 yearsago. Permission
was awarded without an expiry date.

“At least, TOT should be allowed to hold
the 900-MHz spectrum for its own use until
2025, asthe NBTC awarded the state enter-
prise a 20-year licence,” he said.

The labour union gathered emplay-
ees from major provinces at TOT’s

headquarters to pressure the TOT board
to quickly decide on whether it will take
legal action against the 4G auctions.

An industry source said TOT’s board
and management may decide not to file
suit against the 4G auctions because they
were asked to cooperate with the Finance
Ministry, the ICT Ministry and the NBTC.
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Auctions of 46
licences will go
ahead: minister

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

INFORMATION and Communi-
cations Technology Minister
Uttama Savayana yesterday gave
his reassurance that the auctions
of 4G licences will take place next
month as scheduled by the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC).

He made the remark at a sem-
inar on the countdown to the auc-
tions, co-hosted by Kaohoon
newspaper, Spring Radio news
channel, and SMEs PLUS maga-
zine.

When asked by the press if he
was certain the auctions would
definitely take place, he said: “So
far I believe there’ll be no light-
ning, only thunder” from those
trying to stop the bids.

The NBTC will auction two
licences on the 1,800-megahertz
spectrum on November 11 and
two 900MHz licences on
November 12. It has reclaimed
900MHz from TOT for auction
afterthe concession onthatspec-
trum TOT awarded to Advanced
Info Service expired last month.

TOT has claimed that itis enti-
tled to continue holding this
bandwidth to provide cellular
service and hasthreatened to take
legal action against the NBTC to
defend this claim. The TOT board
was to decide yesterday whether
to take legal action against the
NBTC on the issue.
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Decision awaited

Yesterday more than 500 TOT
employees gathered at the
agency’s headquarters on Chaeng
Wattana Road to await the board’s
decision. The TOT’s labour union
says it will take legal action
againstthe NBTC’s 90O0OMHz auc-
tion itself if the board declines to
do so.

Federation of Thai Industries
chairman Supant
Mongkolsuthree said at the sem-
inar that he hoped the auctions
would take place. If not, it could
hurt the economy. The auctions
would spark new investment in
key infrastructure and lead to
more ICT services.

Barworn Papassratorn, assis-
tant professor at King Mongkut’s
Institute of Technology Thonburi,
said a delay in the auction would
affect the Thai economy, which
was forecast by the government to
expand by 4 per cent next year.

Sutham Yooonaitham, dean of
the law faculty of the University of
the Thai Chamber of Commerce,
said the auctions would increase
the availability of broadband serv-
ice. He added that the NBTC
should design the telecom market
in a way that promoted the emer-
gence of newcomers.
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