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900-MHz
auctions back
on for Dec 15

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
announced the 900-megahertz spectrum
auctions scheduled for next week will now
be held on Dec 15, the original sched-
uled date,

The NBTC's telecom committee said the
rescheduling was to ensure greater trans-
parency in 900-MHz auction processes,
enhance bidding competition and prevent
possible collusion.

An industry source said the reschedul-
ing order came from Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

The NBTC initially planned to auction
two licences on the 900-MHz spectrum on
Nov 12, each with 10 MHz of bandwidth.

The regulator also planned to auction
another two licences on the 1800-MHz
spectrum on Nov 11, each with 15 MHz
of bandwidth.

The NBTC earlier said the original auc-
tion date of Dec 15 was too far from the
1800-MHz auction date, giving the winning
bidders of 1800-MHz licences an appar-
ent advantage.

NBTC secretary-general Talcorn Tanta-
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sith said the information and communica-
tion technology minister would submit the
rescheduling proposal to the cabinettoday
for approval.

The industry source said some of the
four telecom committee members disa-
greed with the rescheduling.

Mr Takorn said even though the NBTC
had strict measures to prevent collusion
among bidders, the rescheduling would
foster more confidence among stock inves-
tors since all bidders were SET-listed com-
panies. Bidders failing to win a licence on
the 1800-MHz spectrum could see a swing
in their stock prices.

Hesaid the rescheduling might not affect
operators’ plans to launch commercial
4G service.

The NBTC expects commercial 4G
service to begin by next February, Mr
Takorn said.

An anonymous NBTC source still
believes the early 900-MHz auction date
would benefit the public through faster 4G
network roll-out and commercial services,
lower auction costs by eliminating redun-
dancies and faster government receipt of
auction fees.

The rescheduling was a surprise to the
industry, as the cabinet had just approved
the Nov 12 date last Tuesday.

Another industry source said a recent
article by Somkiat Tangkitvanich, chairman
of the Thailand Development Research
Institute, put pressure on the tele-
com comimittee.

Mr Somkiat suggested the 900-MHz auc-
tions be atleastthree monthsafter the 1800-
MHz auctions to increase competition.
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2:0:;::?:,5586200 Headline: 900MHz auction date back to Dec
Earlier the telecom committee set
- December15 as the date to auction
g 0 OM HZ auctlo n the 900MHz licences before finalis-
ing November 12 as the auction date,
d ate b a(k to Dec and going back to December15
again.
The telecom committee advised
USANEE MONGKOLPORN the Information and Communication
THE NATION Technology Ministry of the new auc-
tion date to submit to the Cabinet for
THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and acknowledgment today. This is the
Telecommunications Commission’s third time it has asked for Cabinet
telecom committee yesterday ackn'owledgement of the 900MHz
resolved to put off the auction of auction date.
900MHz licences to the original date NBTC secretary-general Takorn
of December 15 instead of November Tantsith said the 900MHz auction
12, citing the need to ensure trans- date would not be postponed again.
parency and meaningful competition _Hesaid the reason it was changed
by the bidders as advised by aca- th|s.t1me was that achemlcs andan
demics and an anti-corruption group. anti-corruption organisation had
The auction date for two licences cautioned that holding the auctions
on the1,800-megahertz spectrum one day apart, on November 11 and
remains unchanged at November 1. 12, might result in a lack of genuine
The telecom committee made competition among the bidders,
the resolution at an urgent meeting which would also result in low final
yesterday, and the decision took the bids. They advised that the auction
market by surprise. of the 900MHz licences should be
The NBTC expects that the postponed from Novernber 12.
change in the 900MHz auction date ~ Takornsaid the NBTC took the
will prompt meaningful competition view that the postponement of the
among the four bidders at the auction would also provide more
1,800MHz auction, which will bring in time for existing 900MHz mobile-
more money for the government p_hone users, whose Service was pro-
from upfront fees. vided under a concession to AlS that
A telecom analyst said he doubt- expired in September, to migrate to
ed that the auction of the two different networks. More than 2.2
900MHz licences would be post- million users of AlS's 900MHz service
poned again in the future. still have not moved to another net-
But he agreed that the date work. . .
change for the 900MHz auction A telecom-industry source said a
would spark fierce competition group of academics and the National
among the four bidders for the Anti-Corruption Organisation of
1,800MHz licences. They might not Thailand met with Prime Minister
want to wait to vie for the 900MHz Prayut Chan-o-cha on Friday to voice
licences in December but will fight to concerns about possible bidder collu-
grab 1,800MHz licences first. sion, as there are only four licences
The same four companies are available for auction and only four
qualified to bid for the 1,800MHz and bidders for both spectra.
900MHz licences. They are Advanced Prayut then reportedly asked the
Wireless Network of Advanced Info NBTC to reschedule the 900MHz
Service (AIS), DTAC TriNet of Total auction from November 12 to Jar)uary
Access Communication, True Move H 27, but the commission told himit
Universal Communication of True should be put off for only one month.
Corp, and Jas Mobile Broadband of
Jasmine International. m RELATED REPORT 3B
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went off air on Sunday night. THANARAK KHUNTON

Thai TV goes off air
before deadline hits

NANAT SUCHIVA

Cash-strapped digital TV operator Thai TV
Co took the pre-emptive move of going off
the air ahead of the regulator’s deadline
yesterday, citing its failure to find new
partners prepared to share the hefty auc-
tion fees.

Thai TV shut down its two digital chan-
nels — Loca children’s channeland Thai TV
news — on Sunday night, one day before
the regulator’s Nov 2 deadline, which had
been extended from last Saturday by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith reiterated Thai TV was still supposed
to pay the second instalment of the auc-
tion fee, totalling 288 million baht plus

7.5% interest, and the licence fee by 4pm
yesterday despite the company going off
air in advance.

Thai TV, led by media veteran Pantipa
Sakulchain, could not be reached yesterday.

Industry veterans, meanwhile, believe
Thai TV’s pre-emptive move was to stem its
financial losses for daily operations.

In addition, the company could not
finalise a partnership deal with Chaler-
mchai Mahabhitsiri, heir to the Thai Nescafe
coffee empire.

Thai TV failed to pay the second auction
fee instalment in late May, saying it was
losing more than 300 million baht from run-
ning the two digital channels. The company
wanted to return the two licences to the
NBTC but was told to pay the remaining
auctions fee totalling 1.6 billion baht.

News ID: C-151103001081 (3 Nov 15/06:06)
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It blamed its losses on the regulator,
which it said could not facilitate a smooth
digital TV transition. The digital network
roll-out and distribution of subsidy cou-
ponswere delayed, affecting public aware-
ness of digital TV and lowering viewership,
the company claimed.

“The NBTC will have to suspend Thai
TV’s two digital TV licences for 30 days
starting from Nov 3," Mr Takorn said.

He said if Thai TV did not accept the sus-
pension, it could seek an injunction from
the Central Administrative Court.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman ofthe NBTC's
broadcasting committee, said the regula-
tor would give Thai TV 90 days to pay the
second instalment by the first week of
next February.

If Thai TV remains unable to pay the
second instalment by that time, its two
licences will be revoked and it will still have
to pay the remaining auction fee, he said.

However, Mr Natee said Thai TV could
avoid the revocation of its licences if the
company agreed to enter a compromise
agreement with the NBTC through new
payment terms.

Mr Takorn said Thai TV's blackout would
not violate the NBTC's broadcasting rules,
adding that the Central Administrative
Court had given Thai TV a chance to find
a business partner to help pay the auc-
tion fees.

A broadcast engineering source said
Thai TV ended its broadcast of the two
channels on its own by stopping transmis-
sion of its signal from its headquarters on
Lat Phrao Soi 101,

Page: 1/1
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Regulator to
probe Thal
TV’s satellite
operation

IN WAKE OF CLOSURE OF DIGITAL CHANNELS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE broadcasting regulator will
investigate Thai TV Co’s satellite-
television operation after the com-
pany abruptly pulled the plug on its
twoterrestrial-based digital TV sta-
tions.

At midnight on Saturday, Thai
TV Co, led by president Pantipa
Sakulchai, stopped airing pro-
grammes on Thai TV and MVTV
Family at its own volition.

On the same day, the company
also sent letters to the Thai Public
Broadcasting Service demanding
the cancellation of its lease of Thai
PBS’s digital-transmission network.

Viewers tuning into the chan-
nels via the digital-terrestrial sys-
tem see only coloured stripes.
However, the company has contin-
ued broadcasting “Thai TV news
programmes” on Channel 7 of
satellite-TV packages such as those
sold by PST Holdings.

A Thai TV source said the
company’s focus had now turned
to its satellite-TV business
andit planned to launch channels

News ID: C-151103003033 (3 Nov 15/05:59)
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on that platform this year.

Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy
secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
said his team would see if Thai TV’s
current operation on the satellite-
TV platform ran on terrestrial-
based orsatellite-based TV licences.

Yesterday, the NBTC suspended
Thai TV’s licence for 30 days start-
ing today.

It also sent a written demand to
Thai TV for the second instalment
of its upfront licence fees after the
company again failed to pay themby
the deadline that had been extend-
ed to 4.30pm yesterday.

The company owes the state an
estimated Bt288 million for the sec-
ond instalment, 7.5-per-cent inter-
est for late payment and the annu-
al fee.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC, said a
written notice would also be deliv-
ered to Thai PBS informing it
about this decision, which means
that Thai PBS can suspend its pro-
visioning of transmission services
for both digital channels.
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DTAC starts
Its 46 service
on 1800MHz
bandwidth

FREQUENCY CAME FROM CAT CONCESSION

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

TOTAL ACCESS Communication
(DTAC)yesterday kicked off 4G cel-
lular service on its existing 1800-
megahertz band to complement its
4Gserviceonits 2.1-gigahertzband.

DTAC is the first in the country
to roll out 4G-1800MHz, starting
with downtown Bangkok, which has
the heaviest datatraffic, accounting
for half of all 4G areas in Greater
Bangkok.

Prathet Tankuranun, chieftech-
nology officer, said yesterday the
new service uses 10MHz of band-
width on1800MHz, the widest used
frequency for 4G worldwide. The
company’s 4G-2.1GHz service uses
5MHz.

He declined to elaborate on the
future expansion of 4G-1800M Hz.

This 1800MHz frequency came
fromthe concession granted by CAT
Telecom that expires in 2018.

DTAC has about 25 million
mobile phone subscribers, of which
about 3.5 million own 4G-capable
devices. It has maintained is target
for 4Gusers at 2.5 million year-end,
up from about 1.8 million present-
ly.

DTAC and True Corp arethe only
two telecom operators offering 4G.
True’s 4G runs on 2.1GHz.

Prathet said the launch of 4G-
1800MHz will improve the experi-
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ence of customers for DTAC’s serv-
ices on other frequencies, including
4G-2.1GHz, 3G-2.1GHz, 3G-
850MHz and 2G-1800MHz.

Sigvart Voss Eriksen, chief mar-
keting officer, said that besides
introducing the latest 4G technolo-
gy to support fast-growing demand
for mobile Internet, DTAC also
offers a full range of 4G smart-
phones, from high-end, top per-
formance to affordable models,
through various promotions and co-
marketing campaigns with part-
ners.

Over 130 4G-capable mobile
devices are estimated to be avail-
able in the local market.

Also yesterday, CATs labour
union asked CAT’s board to consid-
er reclaiming CAT’s 5MHz out of
the idle 25MHz of 1800MHz the
state enterprise has given to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)for auction, ifthe watchdog
still declines to permit CAT to
upgrade the remaining 20MHz to
provide 4G service.

CAT has granted 50MHz of
1800MHz to DTAC, of which the
first half is being used. CAT and
DTAC have reached an agreement
to hand 5MHz of the idle 25MHz
bandwidth to the NBTC.

Recently CAT asked the NBTCto
permit it to upgrade the remaining
idle 20MHz to offer 4G.
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