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NBTC postpones
AlS 26-900MHz

switch-off date

USANEE MONGKOKPORN
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission has
deferred the date it will switch off the
2G-900MHzservice of Advanced Info
Service (AIS)to December 22 fromthe
originally planned November 19,
NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said yesterday.

The decision follows its telecom
committee’s resolution on Monday to
put off the auction date for 900MHz
licences on the 900-megahertz spec-
trum from November 12 to December
15. The Cabinet yesterday acknowl-
edged the new auction date.

The auction date for 1,800MHz
licences remains unchanged at
November 11.

Some 2.2 million subscribers of
AIS’s second-generation service on
900MHz are yet to migrate to other
networks after the operator’s 9QOOMHz
concession under TOT ended on
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September 30.

The NBTC has reclaimed the
900MHz spectrum from TOT so that
it can be put up for auction.

In a related matter, TOT’s labour
unionyesterday submitted a complaint
against the 900MHz licence auction
to Prime Minister General Prayut
Chan-o-cha via the Office of the Civil
Service Commission.

In the complaint, the union asked
for fairtreatmentfromthe prime min-
ister regarding possible damage to
TOT if the auction takes place.

If nothing happens after the com-
plaint, the union will seek an injunc-
tion at the Central Administrative
Court against the 900MHz auction.

Prayut said after yesterday’s
Cabinet meeting that in regard to the
conflicts centring on the 900MHz
spectrum, all parties should collabo-
rate to help push the country forward.
The problem could not be solved if'all
parties want to take all the benefits.

Headded thatonlytheauctiondate
forthe 90OMHzlicences had changed,
while the 1,800MHz auction could be
held as originally planned.

However, CAT Telecom’s labour
union also made a submission to the
Office ofthe Civil Service Commission
yesterday, setting out its stance against
the NBTC plan to auction 1,800MHz
licences.
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Headline: CAT steps up bid to sue regulator

CAT steps up bid
to sue regulator

State telecom seeks
ruling before auctions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom Plc is seeking legal opinion
on afresh plan to suethe national telecom
regulator over next week’s 1800-mega-
hertz spectrum auctions.

Acting president Col Sanpachai
Huvanandana said the state telecom
would seek fairness and justice in court
before the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
started Thailand’s first fourth-generation
(4G) spectrum auctions.

After a closed-door meeting yesterday
with Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu
Krea-ngam, Col Sanpachai told the Barng-
kok Post he asked Mr Wissanu for sug-
gestions about CAT’s plan tostep up legal
pressure on the NBTC over the auctions.

The spectrum auctions will take place
next Wednesday.

Col Sanpachai insisted CAT still had the
rightto use the 1800-MHz frequency until
2018 and need not return the frequencyto
the NBTC for auction.

Some 25 MHz of bandwidth on the

1800-MHz spectrum were previously used
by True Move and Digital Phone Co under
a concession agreement with CAT. Both
concessions expired in September 2013.

CAT also awarded 50 MHz of band-
width on the 1800-MHz spectrum to Total
Access Communication Ple to provide 2G
mobile service under a concession agree-
ment, which is due to expire in 2018.

“We have been awarded the right by the
now-defunct National Spectrum Manage-
ment Commission to hold the 75 MHz of
bandwidth on the 1800-MHz spectrum
until 2018,” Col Sanpachai said.

“We still have the right to hold the por-
tion of the mobile spectrum after expiry of
the concessions.”

The NBTC plans to auction two
licences for the 1800-MHz spectrum
next Wednesday, each containing 15 MHz
of bandwidth.

The commission yesterday held a mock
auction for the 1800-MHz spectrum and
demonstrated the auction processto more
than 100 media representatives.

In 2013, CAT's then-president Kittisal
Sriprasert made the company’s first legal
move by filing a lawsuit with the Central
Administrative Court against the NBTC's
1800-MHz spectrum auction plan, claim-
ing it had the right to hold the spectrum
until 2018. Col Sanpachai said the 2013
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lawsuit was still being considered by
the court.

“CAT does not want to stop the auc-
tions, but its board and management
executives must take action against the
regulator in order to protect themselves
against Section 157 of the Criminal Code,
which prohibits state officers from actions
and inaction that would cause damage to
the state,” Col Sanpachai said.

He said the state telecom also needed
to file a new lawsuit against the NBTC
because the latest auction draft of the
1800-MHz auctions differed from the 2013
auction plans.

CAT’s labour union yesterday also sub-
mitted aletter to representatives of Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha urging him to
consider the matter.

Labour union president Sangvorn
Poomtian said the union also urged CAT’s
board and management to file a lawsuit
against the NBTC's 1800-MHz auctions.

“Ifthe CAT board ignores [the request]
to take legal action against the regulator,
the union will file a criminal case against
the directors of the board and manage-
ment executives by itself,” he said.

TOT Plc’s labour union yesterday also
submitted a letter to the prime minister’s
representatives opposing the NBTC’s 900-
MHz spectrum auctions.
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REBUILDING THE THAI
ECONOMY: MEET THE
ECONOMIC TEAM

The Bangkok Post’s ‘Post Forum 2015° wound up
successfully having attracted over 1,000 policy makers,
business leaders and diplomats.
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Held at Siam Pavalai Ballroom, Siam Paragon, Bangkok, on 15 October 2015, and taking “Rebuilding the Thai Economy: Meet the Economic Team”
as its theme, the distinguished panel comprised: H.E. Dr. Somkid Jatusripitak, Deputy Prime Minister, H.E. Apisak Tantivorawong, Finance Minister,
H.E. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Transport Minister, H.E. Dr. Atchaka Sibunruang, Industry Minister, H.E. Dr. Uttama Savanayana, Information and
Communication Technology Minister, and Banyong Pongpanich, Member, State Enterprises Policy Commission.
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