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NBTC tells 4G bidders the show will go on

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Despite facing several legal challenges, the
national telecom regulator has reassured
bidders this vear's fourth-generation (4G)
spectrum auctions will not collapse.

“We have the full legal authority tohold
both the 1800- and 900-megahertz spec-
trum auctions, in accordance with Section
45 of the Frequency Allocation Act (FAA)
of 2010, which stipulates spectra be allo-
cated only through auctions,” said Takorn
Tantasith, secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

“Any legal actions of any organisa-
tions against us [the NBTC] will not
have any effect on the auctions of the
two frequencies.”

He was speaking yesterday after a mock
auction for qualified 1800-MHz bidders.

The comments by Mr Takorn came in
response to the recent legal moves by CAT
Telecom and TOT Plc against the NBTC.

TOT’s labour union on Wednesday
filed a lawsuit with the Central Adminis-
trative Court against 24 people including
Mr Takorn, his 10 fellow NBTC mem-
bers and seven former members of the
now-defunct National Telecommunica-
tions Commission.

The state telecom is seeking the right
to continue using the 900-MHz spectrum
until 2025,

TOT has said it was awarded the right by
the now-defunct National Spectrum Man-
agement Commission (NSMC) to operate
mobile service on the 900-MHz spectrum
without an expiry date.

CAT Telecom, meanwhile, plans to file
a lawsuit with the Central Administrative
Court next week against the NBTC's 1800-
MHz auction plan.

It claims the right to use the 1800-MHz
frequency until 2018 and has baulked at
returning the frequency to the NBTC.

The state telecom said it was awarded
the right by the NSMC to hold the 75 MHz
of bandwidth on the 1800- MHz spectrum
until 2018,

“The NBTC has the legal right to hold
the 4G spectrum auctions under the law
ruling the country’s spectrum realloca-
tion,” Mr Takorn said. “The FAA is the
most influential law for the allocation of
frequencies, which has been a major issue
under the act.

“We've thoroughly implemented the
auctions and bidding processes for the
1800- and 900-MHz spectra to comply

strictly with the FAA in order to ensure
there will be no accidents or possible legal
problems for the auctions.”

More importantly, Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha fully supports the 4G spectrum
auctions, as they are expected to stimulate
investment of 1 trillion baht over the next
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Top executives
of Advanced Info
Service and True
Move speak with
NBTC secretary-
general Takorn
Tantasith (right)
yesterday after a
mock auction for
1800-megahertz
bidders at NBTC
headquarters.
APICHIT JINAKUL

five years, Mr Takorn said.

The NBTC plans to auction two
licences of the 1800-MHz spectrum next
Wednesday, each one containing 15 MHz
of bandwidth.

The regulator will auction two licences of
the 900-MHz spectrum on Dec 15, each one
containing 10 MHz of bandwidth.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman of
the NBTC's telecom committee, believes

the court may not consider the complaint
filed by TOT's labour union, as the union,
which is not a juristic person, has no direct
effect on the auctions.

In 2012, when TOT's labour union filed
a lawsuit against the NBTC over plans to
auction 3G licences, the court dismissed
the case with a ruling that the union was
not a juristic person.

Col Settapong reiterated that Section 45
of the FAA clearly stipulated all spectraafter
the expiry of concessions must be returned
to the NBTC for reallocation via auction.

Another section says existing telecom
licences awarded by other regulatory
bodies before the FAA took effect are valid
until the concession expiry date.
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NBTC, CAT
hit stalemate
over auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The chiefs of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and CAT Telecom have failed to
reach a resolution over the spectrum to be
auctioned next Wednesday.

After meeting Deputy Prime Minister
Wissanu Krea-ngam yesterday, the NBTC
and CAT could not settle an agreement out
of court, said an NBTC source.

Mr Wissanu urged the NBTC to move
ahead with the planned auctions of the
1800-megahertz spectrum as earlier sched-
uled on Nov 11.

He said CAT has the right to take legal
action against the regulator, and the case
would likely end up in court.

Participants at the meeting included
Information and Communication Tech-
nology Minister Uttama Savanayana,
NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
and CAT Telecom acting president Sanpa-
chai Huvanandana.

The source said CAT made an unaccep-
table proposal and the NBTC rejected it.

The state telecom enterprise wants to
use 20MHz of unused bandwidth on the
1800-MHz spectrum, now owned by Total
Access Communication (DTAC).

The state enterprise wants to use the
bandwidth to provide 4G wireless broad-
band service until 2025.

However, NBTC said CAT's concession
with DTAC on the 1800-MHz spectrum is
due to expire in 2018. So, the regulator said
it could only allow CAT to use the portion
of bandwidth until 2018.

Mr Sanpachai met Mr Wissanu on Tues-
day asking him for suggestions about CAT's
plan to step up legal pressure on the NBTC.

CAT plans to sue the NBTC over next
week'’s 1800-MHz auctions, saying it still
has the right to use the 1800-MHz spectrum
until 2018 and does not need to return the
frequency to the NBTC for auction. The
proposal to sue NBTC will be raised at a
CAT board on Monday.
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TOT'S LABOUR UNION
SUBMITS COMPLAINT
WITH ADMIN COURT

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has the right to auction the
900-megahertz  spectrum it
reclaimed from TOT, theregulator’s
secretary-general said yesterday.

Takorn Tantasith said he was
confident the auctions of two
1,800MHz licences and two
900MHz licences would take place
as scheduled on November 11 and
December 15 respectively.

His remarks were prompted by
the TOT labour union’s submission
of a legal complaint on Wednesday
to the Central Administrative Court
against the NBTC’s planned
900MHz auction of to defend the
state agency’s right to continue
using that spectrum.

The union also asked the court to
make a final ruling on the date by
which TOT’s rights to the spectrum
should end. The choices are August
3, 2025, when its licence under the
NBTC expires, and September 30,
2015, when the 900MHz conces-
sion it granted to Advanced Info

NBTC stands by its right t

Service (AIS) expires. Next week,
the union will ask fora courtinjunc-
tion to suspend the NBTC’s auction
of 900MHz licences.

The union’s lawsuit covers 24
people, of whom 11 are NBTC com-
missioners and seven are former
members of the now-defunct
National Telecommunications
Commission.

The NBTCyesterday held amock
auction of the 1,800MHz licences
forthe four qualified bidders, which
are Advanced Wireless Network of
AIS, DTAC TriNet of Total Access
Communication, True Move H
Universal Communication of True
Corp and Jas Mobile Broadband of
Jasmine International.

Onthe official auction date, each
ofthem can send 10 representatives
to the bidding room. The bid will
start at 10am.

The mock auction of 900MHz
licences will be held on December
2.

Meanwhile, CAT Telecom and
the NBTC met with Deputy Prime
Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam yes-
terday to seek a way out of CAT’s

problem regarding the 1,800MHz
spectrum.

CAT wants the NBTC to permit
it to upgrade its idle 20MHz of
bandwidth on that spectrumto pro-
vide fourth-generation wireless
broadband service. Itrequested this
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The NBTC
yesterday holds a
mock auction of
1,800MHz licences
for executives of all
four bidders. Seenin
the picture are
executives of the
parent

companies of three
bidders: Athueck
Asvanund, second
left, True Corp’s vice
chairman;
Somprasong
Boonyachai, third
left, vice chairman of
Advanced Info
Service’s board, and
Vithit Leenutaphong,
second right,
chairman of the

AlS board.

0 auction

several months ago but the NBTC
telecom committee has yet to look
into the matter.

CAT has granted half of the
50MHz it owns on the 1,800MHz
spectrum to  Total  Access
Communication (DTAC), which is
using only 25MHz. CAT has allo-
cated 5MHz of the remaining por-
tion to the NBTC and claims the
right to use the idle 20MHz portion
to provide 4G service.

Takorn said the NBTC was ready
to permit CAT to upgrade the use of
1,800MHzbut CAT needs to obtain
the consent of DTAC.

CAT has also requested that the
NBTC permit it to extend this
1,800MHz term to 2025 from
2018 when the DTAC concession
expires.

Takorn said the NBTC had no
authority to grant the request. He
cited a resolution of the now-
defunct state-run Frequency
Allocation Panel, which states that
the terms of the mobile-phone spec-
tra would expire on the same day as
the mobile-phone service conces-
sions expire.
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