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Thai PBS starts switch-off

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) expects
the analogue switch-off to be completed
in 2018.

ThaiPBS yesterday became the first
channel to start switching off its ana-
logue signal transmissions, beginning
with Koh Samui and Chiang Mai's Chai
Prakan district.

Thai Public Broadcasting Service, the
parent of ThaiPBS public channel, will
gradually return the frequency to the regu-
lator for future reallocation.

ThaiPBS chose the two areas to com-
mence the switch-off because of their low
population density. From now on, local
households wishing to watch ThaiPBS must
view it via digital TV set-top boxes or satel-
lite and cable TV platforms.

Kantachai Srisukhon, engineering direc-
tor at ThaiPBS, said the termination of
the analogue signal transmission on Koh
Samui did not cause confusion amonglocal
people as the station had informed them
through local media such as outdoor bill-
boards and vehicle advertising more than

News ID: C-151202001102 (2 Dec 15/06:07)
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amonth in advance.

He added that the analogue switch-off
in Chai Prakan district also went smoothly.

Nextyear, ThaiPBS will continue switch-
ing off its analogue signal transmissions in
Roi Eton Jan 31, Ubon Ratchathani on May
31, the rest of the Northeast, and then in
other regions by 2018.

Supinya Klangnarong, a broadcasting
commissioner, said the regulator was grate-
ful for ThaiPBS’s cooperation as the first
channel in the analogue switch-off.

“ThaiPBS is the pioneer of the analogue
switch-off and the other channels will then
follow suit. We hope the full switch-off will
be completed in 2018 as planned,” she said.

Other analogue channels, including the
Royal Thai Army’s Channel 5, National
Broadcasting Services of Thailand’s Chan-
nel 11 and MCOT Plc’s Channel 9, all agreed
to end their analogue signal transmissions
by 2018 in a bid to support the country’s
transition to the digital TV era.

The NBTC has already distributed digital
TV subsidy coupons to all households on
Koh Samui and will encourage those who
did not redeem the coupons to do so by
Jan 31, 2016.
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Make demise
of analog

TV a priority,
NBTC urges

IT'S ‘CRUCIAL FOR FULL TRANSITION TO DIGITAL

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION
KOH SAMUI

THE SWITCH-OFF of analog ter-
restrial TV must be a national pri-
ority to transform the national
backbone to full digital as planned,
the broadcasting regulator said yes-

terday.

“This milestone is very impor-
tant to ensure the sustainability of
digital TV services in the future.
Therefore, we will work on the doc-
uments in line with industry con-
sultation before submitting the pro-
posal to the government,” said
Supinya Klangnarong, amember of
the National Broadecasting and
Telecommunications Commissions

(NBTC).
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She said the broadcasting com-
mittee would soon propose to the
government that it support the
process of switching off the nation-
wide terrestrial-based analog TV
broadcasting service, which is one
of the cornerstones to transform
and digitise the country.

Under this proposal, the NBTC
aims to scrap this old broadcasting
service across the country by 2018.

The key national providers of
analog TV transmission networks -
the Army, MCOT, the Public
Relations Department and Thai
Public Broadcasting Service (Thai
PBS) - have also agreed to make it
happen at that time.

However, there is a huge chal-
lenge for the NBTC and other par-
ties — the analog concessions of two
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major stations, Channels 3 and 7,
will not expire before that.

Bangkok Entertainment
Company (BEC) runs Channel 3
under a concession from MCOT,
which continues to March 2019.

Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television (BBTV) operates market
leader Channel 7undera concession
from the Army, which goes to
November 2023.

However, the Army has prom-
ised to negotiate with Channel 7
about surrendering the concession
by 2018 in return for the right to
manage a second network for com-
mercial digital TV broadcasters.

Supinya expressed concern
about the negotiations between the
Army and Channel 7, which seemed

to be progressing at a snail’s pace,
while hoping that MCOT and BEC
can find a way to shorten the ana-
log switch-off for Channel 3.

“The faster we turn the analog
system off, the more opportunities
we gain to initiate new public and
community-based digital TV chan-
nels,” she said.

To mark the beginning of this
crucial process, the NBTC and Thai
PBS yesterday said they would pull
the plug on Thai PBS’s analog serv-
ice on Koh Samui and Koh Phangan
in Surat Thani province.

Viewers on those islands can
continue to watch Thai PBS pro-
grammes via a digital TV receiver
connected with a new version of the
TV antenna.

ThaiPBS’s
first
broadcasting
tower shut
downits
analog
system
yesterday,
after beingin
use formore
than11years.
The facility
will continue
to provide
digital TV
transmission
for 40,000
residents on
Koh Samui.

NATION

However, according to Thai
PBS’s study, more than 90 per cent
0of 40,000 households on the islands
are watching free TV through cable
and satellite TV.

Kantachai Srisukhon, director
of engineering at Thai PBS, said
the station also planned to start
retiring its analog broadcasting
service in three more areas - some
districts in Chiang Mai and Roi Et
and Ubon Ratchathani - early next
year.

This process was right on track
and in line with the third year of the
digital TV network expansion.

The organisation is committed
to achieving coverage of 90 per cent
of all households by next June, he
said.
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TrueMove, DPC challenge NBTC orders in court

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUEMOVE and Digital Phone Co
(DPC)haveboth filed separate lawsuits
with the Central Administration Court
challenging the order of the telecom
committee of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission to transfer to the state coffers
revenue earned by them during the
first phase of the so-called remedy
period.

TrueMove submitted its petition to
the court on November 17 against the
NBTC telecom committee’s order to
pay up a total of Bt1.07 billion revenue
it made form September 16, 2013, to
July 17, 2014. The revenue was from
offering the second-generation
1,800MHz service in the first phase of
the remedy period.

The telecom committee sent the
order on August 17 this year, asking
TrueMove to pay within 30 days of the
order, alternatively it could take the
case to court within 90 days or
November 19 this year.

DPC filed the same case after the
NBTC asked it to pay a total of Bt627
million revenue it made from
September 16, 2013, to July 17, 2014.

Concessions granted to TrueMove
and DPC by CAT Telecom expired on
September 15, 2013, but the watchdog
permitted them to continue service or
the so-called “remedy period” to pre-
vent service disruption to customers,
who failed to move out after the con-
cessionended. Theremedyperiod end
on November 25, the day the NBTC
awarded the 1,800MHz spectrum
licence to bid winner Advanced
Wireless Network of Advanced Info
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Service. TrueMove askedthe NBTC to
further extend the remedy period until
TrueMove H Universal Communica-
tion(TUC), aunitof True Corp, obtains
thelicence on December 4, 2015. TUC
is the other licence winner.

Telecom commissioner Prasert
Silpiphat said TrueMove had informed
him that it intended to challenge the
order because it would like to use its
right to challenge the order within 90
days. However, if the telecom com-
mittee cancels the order, the company
would withdraw the case later.

Prasertsaid that TrueMove claimed
there was a difference between the
models used by the committee and
TrueMove to calculate revenue.
Therefore, he would allow TrueMove
tosubmitnewinformationand ask the
telecom committee to reconsider.

Recently CAT Telecom had filed a

case against the NBTC, seeking Bt6
billion as network rental fee from
TrueMove and DPC duringthe second
phase of the remedy period from July
18, 2014, until the end of period.
Earlier the committee concluded
that CAT should get only Bt742,000
as network rental fee during the first
stage of the remedy period from
TrueMove and DPC. The figure is cal-
culated for leasing network for 10
months from September 16, 2013, to
July17,2014. CAT had sought network
rental fee totalling Bt23.379 billion

from September 16, 2013, to
September 15, 2014
Colonel Sanphachai

Huvanandana, CAT’s acting chief
executive officer, said that CAT need-
ed tofile alawsuit as a network owner,
and it should get the appropriate net-
work rental fee.
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