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Winners of 1800MHz licences to make first 4G moves today

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BATTLE for 4G customers is set to get under
way today, as the two winners of telecom licences
on the 1800-megahertz spectrum make their first
moves. Advanced Wireless Network (AWN) will
announce that it will launch its fourth-generation
wireless service on the spectrum tomorrow, while
True Move H Universal Communication (TUC) will
officially obtain the licence with fanfare.
Meanwhile, Advanced Info Service (AIS) report-
ed to the Stock Exchange of Thailand yesterday
that its preliminary budget forits subsidiary AWN
toroll out the 4G-1800MHz network was about
Bt14.52 billion. The source of funds is its operating
cash flow and loans from financial institutions
and/or debentures, which carry no conditions

affecting the rights of shareholders.

The 1800MHz licences were won in an auction
last month. Another auction, this one for licences
on the 900MHz spectrum, is set for December 15.

Today all four bidders for the 900MHz auction —
AWN, TUC of True Corp, DTAC TriNet of Total Access
Communication, and Jas Mobile Broadband of
Jasmine International — will go to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission office to take part in a mock auction.

Anindustry source said AWN would take this
opportunity to announce at the NBTC that it will
debut its 4G service tomorrow.

The NBTC will also award the 4G-1800MHz
licence to TUC today at 1lam. TUC executives
reportedly will be accompanied to the NBTC by a
Thai-styled drum parade.

The same industry source said AWN had moved

News ID: C-151204003050 (4 Dec 15/06:10)
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up the schedule to launch the service to December
5afterthere are reported that it would do soin the
middle of this month.

So far AWN has obtained around 1,000 permits
from the NBTC to import and use 4G-1800MHz
equipment. Around 1,000 base stations will be
switched on at the launch date.

AWN paid Bt20.493 billion as the first instal-
ment of the total upfront licence fee and placed
bank guarantees for the second and third instal-
ments at the same time, on November 23, and
obtained the licence two days later.

Currently TUC and DTAC are the only two tele-
com companies offering 4G service under the NBTC
licensing regime, on the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum.

TUC claims that it was the first to launch 4G
service on 2.1GHz last year. Currently it has 10,000
2.]GHz base stations nationwide.

DTAC was the first to launch 4G service on
1800MHz, but under a CAT Telecom concession.
DTAC has provided 4G on 15MHz of 1800MHz and
5MHz on 2.1GHz with a combined total 2,200 base
stations.

In a separate matter, the NBTC has prepared
bigger bidding areas for the four participantsin the
December 15 900MHz auction. The areas have
been outfitted with facilities such as beds, massage
sofas, fitness equipment, television sets and DVD
players, slippers, towels, mini-bar snacks and other
amenities.

Each bidding area will have four parts: the auc-
tion room, a dining room, a relaxation roomand a
restroom.

There were complaints that the facilities for the
1800MHz auction last month were uncomfortable
for the four bidders.
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DTAC adds bandwidth for 4G customers

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

Total Access Communication Plc (DTAC)
has allocated an additional five megahertz
of bandwidth to the 1800-MHz spectrum
for its fourth-generation (4G) services in
a bid to capitalise on rising hunger for
bandwidth-intensive activities.

The addition to the existing 10 MHz
on the frequency will allow the country’s
second-largest mobile operator to realise
15 MHz of bandwidth on the spectrum for
its 4G services — the same amount of band-
width as its rivals have on the band.

DTAC also has another five MHz on the
2100-MHz spectrum for 4G services, bring-
ing its total to 20 MHz for 4G purposes.

DTAC's 4G service on the 1800-MHz
spectrum will be provided under the con-
cession regime, which is due to expire
in 2018.

The five MHz on the 2100-MHz spec-
trum will be under a cheaper licensing

agreement under the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission.

“The additional bandwidth will allow
us to offer our customers a significantly
improved data experience through our
2,200 4G base stations that can accommo-
date 5 million subscribers,” said DTAC chief
technology officer Prathet Tankuranun.

“Our average increase in 4G network
speed will be about 30% with a speed of
100 megabits per second, up from 60-70
MBps now.”

Mr Prathet said the number of new 4G
subscribers had increased significantly with
an average of 200,000 subscriptions per
month, mainly because of the greater avail-
ability of more affordable 4G smartphones.

Consumers have also rapidly adopted
multiple screens into their daily commu-
nications and entertainment lives, while
advances in mobile technology have
brought tremendous changes to custom-
ers’ lifestyles and behaviour.
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Thais now own more than one device on
average, spending three hours per day on
their mobile phones, according to research.

“2016 will be a year of 4G competition,
as mobile operators have sufficient fre-
quencies while demand is also sufficient
to enable head-to-head competition,” Mr
Prathet said.

In addition, other business sectors that
have had an enormous effect on innovation
are deploying wireless technology to react
to increasing competition.

DTAC is positioning itself as a mobile
operator to create affordable products
and services that appeal to a mass market,
he said.

Mr Prathet said DTAC would add
another five MHz to the 1800-MHz spec-
trum for 4G services next year if it continues
to see rapid growth in bandwidth-inten-
sive services stemming from always-on
mobile applications.

Prisana Ratanasuwansri, DTAC’s senior

vice-president for the postpaid division,
said: “We expect to have 10 million 4G sub-
scribers in 2016, up from an expected 2.5
million this year. We aim for the number
of data users to top 80% of our subscriber
base by 2017

DTAC has 25 million subscribers. Of the
total, 20 million are 3G customers, 2 million
are 4G subscribers and the rest are 2G users.

DTAC has 12,000 3G base stations on the
2100-MHz spectrum, plus another 11,000
3G stations on the 2100-MHz spectrum.

Its average revenue per 4G user is 650
baht a month, compared with 500 baht
for 3G users and 250-300 baht for 2G users.

“Thailand is considered to be in the
‘early majority’ stage for 4G technology next
year after being ‘early adopters’ in the past
two years,” Ms Prisana said.

The board of Advanced Info Service Plc
yesterday approved the investment of 14
billion baht in 4G services over the next
six months.
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LINE-UP THREAT

NBTC warns all platform operators they must
follow the new channel numbering rule or be
penalised including licence revocation. B3

NBTC issues
warning on
channel rule

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
warned platform operators to follow the
channel numbering rule or face penalties.

This means they must to follow the line-
up for the first 36 channel numbers.

The move was made after the Central
Administrative Court on Tuesday night dis-
missed a request for an emergency injunc-
tion by pay TV operator TrueVisions, which
does not want to follow the rule.

The court’s decision made the channel
numbering rule legitimate.

Takorn Tantasith, the secretary-general
of the NBTC, said any platform operator
that had not changed its system by this past
Wednesday would be warned first and then
fined between 20,000 and 5 million baht
a day.

“After the warning and fines, those not
following the rule will have their licences
suspended and finally revoked,” he said.
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Mr Takorn also said 83 of the 420 cable
operators nationwide had requested and
been approved not to change their system
due to their small number of channels.

However, TrueVisions still refuses to
change its line-up for the first 36 channels
and will petition the Supreme Administra-
tive Court as the company’s next step.

Its executives could not be reached
for comment.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC had already
sent a letter warning TrueVisions to change
its channel numbering system immediately.

The court said it dismissed the injunc-
tion because public interest outweighed
the company’s benefit.

TrueVisions filed the lawsuit against the
NBTC on Monday, saying the rule would
confuse its subscribers regarding chan-
nel numbers.

But the NBTC said this new rule would
reduce public confusion over channel
numbers viewed from different platforms
as well as support the country’s digital
TV transition.

Apart from TrueVisions, other cable and
satellite TV operators such as PSI Holdings
and Charoen Cable TV also filed lawsuits
against the NBTC about this rule.

The channel numbering rule requires
all TV platform operators, be they digital,
cable or satellite, to run the first 36 channels
under the same numbering system.
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Cable/satellite providers must obey
channel number rule after court ruling

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator yesterday
warned that all providers of cable and
satellite TV services must strictly comply
with its “must carry” rule and an adminis-
trative order to rearrange digital-TV chan-
nel numbers after a court ruled in favour
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said that from now on, his
administration would closely monitor the
operations of local cable and satellite TV
providers to make sure they comply with
the broadcasting regulations.

“If they fail to follow the rules,
they will face a daily fine ranging
from Bt20,000 to Bt5 million,” he warned.

The Central Administrative Court yes-
terday rejected a petition for a temporary
injunction against the NBTC rules.
TrueVisions Group, PSI Holdings, Big4
Satellite Group, AB TV and Charoen Cable
TV had filed a lawsuit against the rules
and called for their revocation.
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After the court's verdict, cable and
satellite TV providers must reserve chan-
nel numbers 1to 36 for digital stations.
The same rule applies to digital TV
receivers.

Administrative order

Takorn said the NBTC issued the
administrative order to rearrange the digi-
tal-TV channel numbers on cable and
satellite in an attempt to set a single
standard across all platforms. Currently,
digital-TV channel numbers run from 11 to
46 on both cable and satellite set-top
boxes.

Two months ago, the commission also
adjusted and added some details to the
must-carry rule in order to make sure that
digital TV channels are not split up by
cable or satellite TV operators.

According to these amendments,
cable/satellite providers must pack all 36
terrestrial-based digital channels togeth-
er, beginning with the 12 public-service
channels and then the 24 commercial
stations.
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