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Workpoint ratings may be affected by order on channel

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

ATFTER the order on digital TV chan-
nel numbering, the digital TV indus-
try expects to see a minor impact on
TV ratings of Workpoint TV, consid-
ered themarketleaderinthe digital TV
business, caused by confusion among
local viewers, according to analysts.

In an attempt to set a single stan-
dard across all platforms for digital
terrestrial TV channels, the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunic-
ations Commission (NBTC)had issued
the administrative order to rearrange
the digital TV channel numbers on
cable and satellite platforms.

This order went into effect last
Wednesday and forced all cable/satel-

lite TV platforms to move all 36 digi-
tal terrestrial TV stations to the first
group of channels numbered 1-36,
beginning with the 12 public-service
stations followed by the 24 commer-
cial stations. They had been occupy-
ing channels 11-46.

Analysts at Capital Nomura
Securities and Bualuang Securities
found that Workpoint TV, which ranks
Nolamong 24 digital TV stations, wit-
nessed a slight drop of about 5-10 per
cent in average TV ratings.

Workpoint TV had been airing on
both channels 1 and 33 on PSI
Holding’s satellite TV platform. PSI
had claimed that 14 million local
households had watched free TV pro-
grammes via its satellite receivers.

Workpoint TV is now only avail-

able on Channel 23. The Capital
Nomura analyst said that although
Workpoint TV still enjoys a privilege
from PSI Holding, which sets
Workpoint TV as the default chan-
nel on its platforms, the channel still
faced the drop, but now the situation
has improved. Workpoint
Entertainment, the operator of
Workpoint TV, also hasa strongrela-
tionship with PSI.

However, Ong-art Singlum-pong,
executive vice president of Channel 8,
which is No 2 in the digital terrestrial
TV market, told The Nation that after
the change, there was no impact on
Channel 8’s audience rating.

Ong-art said viewers would find a
way to watch the quality content of
Channel 8 despite the change.
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‘Half a million students
involved in gambling’

ACADEMICS CALL FOR HELP, WANT PHONE
OPERATORS TO BLOCK ACCESS TO WEBSITES

THE NATION

MANY university students are
addicted togambling and someuse
money borrowed from the Student
Loan Fund (SLF) to fuel their habit,
anetwork of academics who mon-
itor gambling revealed during a
seminar yesterday.

They urged officials to seriously
tackle the issue, suggesting that
cellphone operators be asked to
help by blocking youths’ access to
gambling websites.

Surachai Chupaka, a professor
of mass communications at
Ramkhamhaeng University, cited a
2012-2013 study of university stu-
dents’ gambling habits, sponsored
by Sodsri-Saridwongsa
Foundation, that 500,000 students
took part in gambling - mostly
football betting or playing cards.

A field study to survey students’
gambling problems at eight uni-
versities nationwide found many
self-destructive cases. For exam-
ple, a football athlete was caught
stealing valuables from dorms to
fund hisfootball-betting habit, and
a group of students rotated to host
card games at rented houses or
dorm rooms, while some joined
their parents to pool tens of thou-
sand of baht for betting.

Surachaisaid: “Therewasa case
of a female student using her SLF
loan money to bet on football
matches until she had no money to
pay for tuition and had to drop out.
The gambling students told us that
while they had fun they also suf-
fered immense stress.”

Many university personnel were
alsofound tobuyundergroundlot-
tery tickets on a regular basis.

Football betting

Dhurakij Pundit University
Peace Centre lecturer Atichat
Tancharoen said his university
encountered gambling in alcohol
outlets near college dormitories.
The university invited business
operators and state officials to talk
and sign an agreement to control
booze outlets under the “Campus
Safety Zone” project to bring order
via a “social partnership” to help
students graduate successfully.

“As for gambling, we used to
have football betting where stu-
dentsbeton papers, but nowit goes
online where detection of gam-
bling-addicted studentsishard. In
an inspection of dorms, we found
students’ ATM cards left at the
bookies because they'd lost in bet-
ting. Most of the money in ATMs
was from SLF loans,” he added.

Mana Phrommee, head of
Prince of Songkla University’s
Student Discipline and
Development Services Division,
said his talks with students facing
disciplinary punishment for gam-
bling showed that the most popu-
lar form was online football bet-
ting. The university initially react-
ed by blocking wi-fi connection
access to gambling websites.

“If possible, I'd like to propose
that cellphone signal operators
block access to gambling websites.
This do-able initial move would
lessen temptation to gamble,” he
said.

With some print and television
media openly reporting football
betting odds, he felt they should
review such action because it pro-
motes students’ interest in gam-
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bling. Thegovernmentshould help
solve thisissue - togetherwith tack-
ling young peoples drinking of
alcohol, smoking and drug abuse.

Theacademics’comments were
made at a third seminar to discuss
ways to minimise gambling, held at
the Public Health Ministry’s
National Health Commission
Office in Nonthaburi.

Public policy manager of the
National Health Foundation’s
Centre for Gambling Control,
Pongsathon Chanrassamisaidthat
recommended solutions would be
put to the Office of Higher
Education Commission so such
issues could be tackled. Proposals
include setting up anti-gambling
networks in campuses with partic-
ipation from local communities,
plus the public and private sector.

The Council of University
Presidents should boost coopera-
tion with media associations by
establishing a “Media Ombud-
sman” system to check reports that
might directly boost gambling
among students. And the National
Broadecasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission would also be
urged to ask cellphone signal oper-
ators to block access to gambling
websites, he said.
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