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Big boys ready to roll up their sleeves for 900MHz licence auction tomorrow

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

COMPANIES set to bid for two
900MHz licences tomorrow are
highly motivated to compete fierce-
ly, according to industrialists.

And as the countdown to the eru-
cial auction gets nearer, the TOT
boardisexpected to convene to deter-
mine if it will launch a court action
to seek compensation from the
National Broadcastingand Telecom-
munications Commission, if areport
finds the telecom was affected by the
auction.

The Office of the Ombudsman last
week recommended the TOT chair-
man and the Finance Ministry per-
manent-secretary examine the legal
aspects of whether NBTC’s 900MHz
auction tomorrow will damage TOT.

It also suggested that both con-
sider filing a case against the auction

at the Central Administrative Court,
ifitwerefound that the auction finan-
cially affected TOT.

The Ombudsman’s opinion on the
matter follows it receiving a com-
plaint by the TOT labour union.

The union wanted the 900MHz
returned to TOT after the 900MHz
concession TOT granted Advanced
Info Service expired in September.
However, the NBTC reclaimed the
spectrum for reallocation via the auc-
tion.

The four bidders for the 900MHz
licences are Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN) of AIS, True Move
H Universal Communication (TUC),
DTAC TriNet of Total Access
Communication (DTAC), and Jas
Mobile Broadband of Jasmine
International. They also bid at last
month’s 1800MHz auction.

AWN and TUC each secured the
1800MHzlicences by offering almost

Bt41 billion and almost Bt4.0 billion,
respectively. Jas offered a final price
of almost Bt39 billion, while DTAC
bid Bt17.5 billion.

AITS is determined to snatch a
900MHz licence to reinforce its data
service capacity.

Unlike in 1800MHz bidding, this
time AIS’s strategic partner
Singapore Telecom will reportedly
send SingTel’s chief financial officer
totake partin the bidding. AIS board
chairman Vithit Leenutaphong and
vice chairman  Somprasong
Boonyachai, who both took part in
the 1800MHz bid, will also be pres-
ent. AlSreportedly plansto use 5MHz.
of this 900MHZz to serve its existing
two million 2G users and plans to use
theresttoenhance AWN's existing 3G
service. Currently AWN has 15MHz
of 2.1GHz and 15MHz of 1800MHz,
which don’t appear to be enough to
cater for its 45 million subscribers’

high demand for data services.

For Jas, Tuesday’s auctionis its last
chance to obtain a licence so it can
enter the mobile phone service mar-
ket. If it fails to do so, it would have
towaituntil 2018 for another chance.
That is when DTACs 1800MHz con-
cession ends and the will be aue-
tioned.

SK Telecom of South Korea and
Japan’s SoftBank are reportedly keen
to be Jas’s partner, ifit wins a licence.
A telecom industry source said that
ifJas wins alicence, it might join with
AIS and TOT for an infrastructure-
sharing network rollout.

Jas is expected to send 10 execu-
tives to the bid, after sending five to
the 1800MHz auction.

When TUC of True picked up the
1800MHz licence, it announced that
it would fiercely pursue a 90OMHz
licence. A telecom analyst doubts that
Trues financial status would be affect-
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ed if it wins another pricey licence.

True already has a huge band-
width. It has 15MHz of 2.1GHz and
15MHz of 1800MHz under NBTC’s
regime and has partnered with CAT
Telecom to offer a 3G service on the
state agency’s 1I5MHz of 850MHz.

A telecom industry observer said
that True was keen to clinch the
900MHzasitdid not want Jas towin
the licence and become a new rival.
It is also better for True to have its
own short-range spectrum like
900MHz.

The bid winners at the 900MHz
auction will each pay Bt8.040 billion
as an upfront instalment for the
licences in the first year and Bt4.02
billion in the second, third year, and
fourth year.

Forthe 1800M Hz payment, 50 per
centofthebid price is required in the
first year and 25 per cent for each of
the following two years.

Telecom industrialists doubt that
DTAC will bid fiercely fora900MHz
licence. At the 1800MHz auction, it
raised the price for just few rounds
before stopping.

However, NBTC secretary gener-
al Takorn Tantasith believes the four
bidders will bid fiercely.

Although DTAC has combined
70MHz of 2.1GHz, 1800MHz, and
850MHz, some 55MHz of the com-
bined 1800MHz and 800MHz under
the CAT concession will expirein 2018.

A former telecom executive, who
declined to be named, said that oper-
ators now focus more on capacity
than coverage and DTAC alreadyhad
enough coverage on 1800MHz.
Therefore DTAC might not want to
spend heavily to acquire a 900MHz
licence, which is good to use when
expanding coverage. He added that
DTAC could save the money for the
next round of auctions in 2018.
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e o200 Column: BIZ BUZZ: HIGH STAKES AUCTION
Service (AIS). The 900MHz spectrum
the NBTC will auction were held by AlS.
According to NBTC rules, the bid win-
nerwho pays the first instalment of the
upfront fee will be the first to obtain
the licence. Once the licence is award-
ed, the former holders of the spectrum

|.||G|.| STAKES AU[:'”ON bant;ls will have to stop providing the

service.

Forsome bidders‘ the stakes in the AIS still has 2 million subscribers
auction of two 900MHz licences using its 2G 900MHz service and the
tomorrow is so high that they asked existing mobile phone number porting
the National Broadcasting and system in Thailand can serve only
Telecommunications Commission to 60,000 per day. Moreover, the telecom
inspect the bidding rooms at the operators cannot just port customers
watchdog’s headquarters to make sure to other networks as fast as they want
they are not bugged. to - they need to ask for customers

The regulator asked the National consent first. So the porting process
Intelligence Agency to inspect the takes time.
rooms today_ When AWN and TUC won the

The NBTC has invited representa- 1800MHz licence auction last month,
tives of all four bidders to witness the AWN was the first to pay the first
inspection. instalment on November 23 and

The request for inspection was obtained the licence on November 25.
reportedly made because some bid- At that time the True group still had
ders are concerned about rivals listen- over 1 million customers roaming on
ing in to their bid strategies, given how TrueMove's1800MHz.
crucial the auction s, AWN'’s obtaining of the licence

If Advanced Wireless Network prompted True to rush to ask the NBTC
(AWN) and True Move H Universal to allow TrueMove to continue serving
Communication (TUC) triumph at the 2G customers until it finished porting
auction, it remains to be seen if TUC 26 customers to TUC. It was not until
will rush to obtain the 900MHz licence December 2 that True had completely
first so that the NBTC can quickly paid up the first instalment for the
switch off the 900MHz signal of AWN 1800MHz licence and obtained the
parent company, Advanced Info licence on December 4.
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2016 will be a banner year for the develop-
ment of a mobile economy in Thailand. B10

Enter the digital world

Recent 4G auctions will make 2016 a banner year for the development of a
mobile economy, write Komsan Tortermvasana and Suchit Leesa-nguansuk

A man walks past an advertising board for 4G, which opens a new chapter for the telecom industry. PATIPAT JANTHONG

hailand’s telecommunica-

THE NEED FOR SPEED tions industry opens a new

chapter with the introduc-

1G 2 G 3 G 4 G tion of mass-market fourth-
generation (4G) commer-

1*generation  2"generation  3Ygeneration 4™ generation cial services next year after the recent
wireless network wireless network wireless network wireless network sliccessof s_pect_rgm auctlo_ns. .

The availability of nationwide 4G

W Basic voice m Designed for W Designed for W Designed services Is also expected to create an

service voice voice with primarily for ecosystem conducive to further growth

Whnsiogee " Wimpoved " someddta | dota in mobile data services and (0 sup-

based coverage and const‘dera:jt.lon M |P based port the development of a digitally

protocals capacity :g::lti:?:":;) protocols dert?n economy.

® Firstdigital | e i e (LTE) High-speed wireless broadband tech-

SR  First mobile Bilcnome nology will also greatly enhance cus-

(GSM, CDMA) broadband broadband tomers’ digital lifestyle as technological

innovations constantly change the way
people live, work and play.

Despite third-ranked True Move
launching the first commercial 4G

network in 2014, followed by second-
2 4 Kbiis ’ 64 Kbps 2 000 Kbpss 100 000 s ranked Total Access Communication

Plc (DTAC) this year, 4G services are
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fixed, mobile broadband and
smartphones
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bandwidth constraints.

True Move provides 4G on 10 mega-
hertz of bandwidth of the 2100-MHz
spectrum, while DTAC operates 4G on
5 MHz of the 2100-MHz plus another
10 MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum
under a concession regime with CAT
Telecom Plc.

Advanced Info Service Plc (AIS), Thai-
land's largest mobile operator, plans to
start its 4G commercial service by mid-
December on 15 MHz of bandwidth on
the 1800-MHz spectrum after it won a
licence from last month’s marathon auc-
tions for 40.98 billion baht.

True Move H Universal Communica-
tion, a subsidiary of True Corporation
Plc, also won another licence on the
1800-MHz spectrum for 39.89 billion
baht. The company vowed to keep its
leading position in the 4G market.

WHAT IS 4G?

It is short for the fourth generation of
mobile phone technology and follows
on from 2G and 3G.

The 2G technology was suitable for
making calls and sending text messages,
while 3G malkes it possible to access
the internet more effectively through
mobile phones.

The arrival of 4G should make it much
quicker to surf the web on your mobile,
tablets and laptops with speeds nearer to
what you experience with home broad-
band. Because of this, 4G is suited for
services that demand more capacity
such as video streaming, mapping and
social networking sites.

For the typical user, download speeds
on initial 4G networks could be 5-7 times
quicker than those on 3G networks. This
means a music album that takes 20 min-
utes to download on a 3G phone would
take just over three minutes on 4G. This
is based on existing 3G speeds being 1
Mbps on average and 4G speeds being
6 Mbps.

In theory, the National Broadcasting

POSTgraphics

and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) says 4G networks are promising
superfast download speeds of up to 100
Mbps, while the 3G networks promise
download speeds of up to 42 Mbps.
This means a music record taking just
one second to download on a 4G phone
but up to 10 seconds on 3G, a standard-
definition video taking one second to
download via 4G but 20 seconds on 3G, a
high-definition video taking 30 seconds
via4G but 1-5 minutes on 3G, and a pic-
ture taking one second to download on
a 4G phone but up to 25 seconds on 3G.

DATA BOOM

Thailand has more than 40 million
mobile internet users compared
with 35 million desktop-only inter-
net users.

“This says that Thailand is a mobile-
first country,” says Ariya Banomyong,
managing director of Line Thailand.
4G services will lead to a rapid rise in
demand for video content, he adds.

Thailand ranks No.1 in the world
for watching videos online. Users watch
Line TV three days a week. The coun-
try has the world’s third-largest Face-
book population with 35 million and
the second-largest number of YouTube
video views in Asia after Japan.

According to an Ericsson Consum-
erLab survey, 89% of 1,600 respond-
ents in Thailand use social media on
a weekly basis. Mobile data traffic will
continue to grow at an impressive rate,
driven by an uptake in smart devices
and applications.

Deployment of 4G LTE wireless
networks will provide operators with
more efficient networks to deliver high-
quality services as data traffic and device
ownership continue to grow.

Ericsson says doubling broadband
speeds for an economy can add 0.3% to
GDP growth.

Bunyati Kirdniyom, Ericsson Thai-
land’s head for regulatory affair com-
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munications, says his company predicts
1 billion 4G subscriptions globally this
year, reaching 4.1 billion by 2021. Tt
expects a 10-fold surge in mobile data
traffic globally by 2021.

Mr Ariya says 4G will also be
an expressway to equal access to

information and education for everyone.
It will also help businesses to expand
online while attracting more global
technology firms to invest more in ICT
infrastructure in Thailand.

The recent 4G spectrum auctions
could stimulate direct and indirect
investment valued at 1.3 trillion baht
over the next five years, says the NBTC.

The development will also transform
Thailand into an internet-empowered
economy and add impetus to it becom-
ing an Asean digital infrastructure hub
by 2020, says Col Settapong Malisuwa,
the NBTC's vice-chairman.

The number of 4G subscribers is
expected to reach at least 20 million in
2016, boosted by aggressive promotional
campaigns from AIS and True Move.

Thailand has 50 million 3G subscrib-
ers after only two years of service avail-
ability. The NBTC projects the number
of mobile subscribers will exceed 170
million in 2016, up from 100 million
this year.

Mobile phone penetration in Thai-
land will grow 3-4 times by 2020, driven
by the emerging Internet of Things (IoT)
technology that will be deployed in vari-
ous sectors, especially education, tel-
emedicine, logistics and security.

BANDWIDTH-HUNGRY ACTIVITIES

“2016 will a year of mobile application
development as operators race to offer
new high-speed wireless broadband
services to capitalise on rapid growth of
always-on communications and enter-
tainment,” says Somchai Lertsuthiwong,
chief executive of AIS.

Video streaming, social commerce,
mobile games, mobile advertising, big
data and cloud services are tipped to be
popular. The IoT will see a burst of activ-
ity and play a crucial role in the 4G space.

Thais are expected to spend an aver-
age 0f 72,531 megabytes per number per
month this year, according to a report
by global research firm IDC. This will
soar to 192,265 Mb by 2020, with web
browsing accounting for 32% of traffic.

Col Settapong says Thailand's ecosys-
tem will develop significantly to become
amobile economy over the next five years
in line with huge global momentum.

Mobile operators need ever more
bandwidth to serve growing bandwidth-
intensive activities, fuelled by the prolif-
eration of smartphones and faster speed
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ofwireless broadband networks. Having
a variety of mobile spectrum bands will
enable them to greatly manage frequen-
cies and data traffic flows.

Operators expect the global commer-
cial launch of 5G in 2020.

AIS chief Somchai says operators
need to have at least 100 MHz of operat-
ing bandwidth to address the persistent
growth in demand for mobile broadband
internet in the long term.

Suphachai Chearavanont, True Cor-
poration chief executive , says holding
as much bandwidth as possible will be
operators’ core competency in the digi-
tal world.

FIERCE COMPETITION

The advent of 4G is set to intensify com-
petition in the mobile market next year
as operators seels more market share in
the lucrative higher-margin mobile data
business. “2016 will be a year of 4G com-
petition because mobile operators have
sufficient frequencies while demand is
also sufficient to enable head-to-head
competition,” says DTAC chief technol-
ogy officer Prathet Tankuranun.

Weeradej Panichwisai, research man-
ager of IDC Thailand, says 4G mobile
broadband services in Thailand will gain
momentum in 2016, driven by greater
variety of 4G-ready smartphones and
rising number of data-enabled phone
users. IDC Thailand, operating unit
of the global IT research firm, expects
4G-enabled devices to account forup to
25% of smartphone sales in Thailand this
year, rising to 50% by mid-2017.

State enterprises TOT Plc and CAT
Telecom are also set to enter the 4G
market next year. TOT plans to develop
4G services on its 64 bandwidth on the
2300-MHz spectrum through a private
partnership. The NBTC has approved
TOT to provide 4G services until 2025,
and CAT to upgrade its 1800-MHz spec-
trum to provide 4G services until 2018.
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NUNTAWUN POLKUAMDEE
DARANA CHUDASRI

Recap: Weak trade data from China
and sagging crude oil prices sent
global stock markets, emerging
markets in particular, into a tailspin
last week. As well, investors were
unloading shares ahead of this week’s
US Federal Reserve meeting, which is
expected to end with the first interest-
rate increase in nine years.

The Thai stock market, on which
energy and petrochemical shares
carry an outsize weighting, struggled
amid a sell-off and slipped below
1,300 points in a week that featured
two holidays. The SET Index moved in
a range of 1,324.61 and 1,278.30 points
and closed at 1,280.92, down 4% from
the preceding week, in brisk turnover
averaging 39.77 baht a day.

Foreign investors were net sellers
of 3.4 billion baht and institutional
investors sold 2.21 billion more than
they bought. Retail investors were net
buyers of 5.15 billion baht and brokers
bought 454.99 million.

Big movers: Star Petroleum Refin-
ing (SPRC) closed 11.1% below its
9-baht IPO price at 8 baht on its first
day of trade on Tuesday, and finished
the week at 8.50 baht.

TKN, which entered the market two
weeks ago, was the top gainer and led
in trade volume, and was the second
most active in value last week. The
stock jumped 40.9% to 8.45 baht.

Top loser TSR slid 24.7% to 5.95 baht.

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd.,

CPALL led in turnover, down 2.9% to
41.75, followed by PTT, sinking 12.7%
to 220 baht.

Newsmakers: China’s trade
performance remained weak in
November, casting doubt on hopes
that the world’s second-largest
economy would level off in the fourth
quarter and spelling more pain for its
major trading partners. Exports fell a
worse-than-expected 6.8% from a year
earlier, their fifth straight month of
decline, while imports tumbled 8.7.

® Japan’s economy dodged
recession in the third quarter with
the initial estimate of a contraction
revised to an annualised expansion
of 1.0%, offering a glimmer of hope
for policymakers. The key composite
index of economic indicators rose for
the second straight month in October,
as industrial output and exports have
shown signs of recovery.

mVietnam expects disbursed
foreign direct investment (FDI) to
reach a record high this year after the
government eased business regula-
tions, luring investors seeking to
benefit from the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP) trade pact. Disbursed FDI
in 2015 should be about $14 billion,
$1.5 billion more than last year, while
pledged FDI is forecast to increase
over last year’s $21.9 billion.

® Myanmar officially launched
its first modern bourse last week,
but without a single stock to trade
until next year. Maung Maung Thein,
head of the Myanmar Securities and
Exchange Commission, said six local
firms had been approved to list but
they would have to wait until February
or March to begin trading.

B The Thai government breathed a

Meet Asia’s
newest market
... but don’t

go looking for
shares there
until February or
March.
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sigh of relief after Thai Airways Inter-
national and MJets were spared bans
in an audit by the European Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA). The two are the
only Thai-registered airlines operating
flights to Europe.

m Mass-market fourth-generation
(4G) wireless broadband service will
add up to 1 trillion baht to the econ-
omy over the next five years, accord-
ing to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC). The regulator’s study said
the contributions would include 119
billion baht to the telecom business,
another 114 billion for the macroecon-
omy, 284 billion in the capital market
and financial investments, and 109
billion in mobile transactions.

B The draft land and buildings tax
is now expected to be presented for
cabinet approval by 2017 with rates
that would be more acceptable to the
public, says Somchai Sujjapongse,
the permanent secretary to the
Finance Ministry.

m The cabinet last week approved
the Orange Line rail development
project linking the Thailand Cultural
Centre to Min Buri. The 95.1-billion-
baht rail route is scheduled to start
carrying passengers in August 2022,

m [talian-Thai Development (ITD),
which has agreed to develop the
Dawei megaproject in Myanmar, is to
request a bigger investment budget
from the Thai and Myanmar govern-
ments soon. The company plans
to enhance infrastructure linked
to Dawei, including expanding the
132-kilometre road from Phu Nam
Ron village in Kanchanaburi to the
deep-sea port in Myanmar.

B The 7-Eleven operator CP All Plc
is coming under increasing pressure
from investors who are questioning
the company’s corporate govern-
ance policy its board took no action
against executives found guilty and
fined for insider trading. Four CP All
executives were fined by the Securities
and Exchange Commission for using
inside information to purchase shares
of Siam Makro Plc ahead of the com-
pany’s announcement that it would
buy the cash-and-carry business at an
above-market value price.

Coming up this week: The cabinet
tomorrow will discuss the proposed
Thailand Future Fund, which pools
all of the government’s infrastructure
investment projects. Taking place the
same day is the auction of 4G licences
on the on 900-MHz bandwidth, and a
draw among qualified bidders for the
rights to operate solar power plants
with a total of 600 MW in capacity.
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B The Bank of Thailand’s Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) will meet on
Wednesday but few expect any move
in the policy interest rate. Wednes-
day is also the first trading day for
AMATAAV (IPO price at 7.5 baht).

® The Federal Open Market Com-
mittee meets tomorrow and Wednes-
day with a decision to be announced
around 2am Thursday Thailand time.

Stocks to watch: Krungsri Securi-
ties recommends sectors with growth
potential such as tourism, hospitals,
construction and renewable energy.
Its picks are SAWAD, GUNKUL, AOT,
EPG, CI, CK, STEC and PREB.

Finansia Syrus Securities has buy
recommendations for CK, BMCL
and BECL. UOB Kay Hian Securi-
ties recommends CK, BECL, BMCL
and TRUE.

Technical view: Krungsri Securi-
ties sees immediate support at 1,280
and resistance at 1,320 points. KGI
Securities puts support at 1,260 with
resistance at 1,300 points.
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NBTC urged to focus more on viewers

NANAT SUCHIVA

The labour union of state-run broad-
caster MCOT Plc has called on the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to be more respon-
sible to consumers.

During the transition to digital TV, the
interest of viewers did not seem to matter
much to the regulator or business opera-
tors, union president Suvit Mingmol said,
adding that public awareness of digital TV
also remained low.

The union also wants to see the NBTC
focus more on TV content instead of
what the labour group describes as just
making money from the digital TV spec-
trum auctions.

Mr Suvit raised his concerns at the UNI
Apro METI's 4th regional conference in Kuala
Lumpur last week, where he called on sup-
port from other members. UNI Apro MEI is
a globallabour union representing workers
in the mass media, entertainment and arts
sectors in more than 70 countries.

MCOT’s union said the NBTC had unin-
tentionally failed to improve Thailand’s

broadcasting industry and solve certain
problems regarding the shift to digital TV.

Two years ago, the head of MCOT’s
labour union told the UNI Apro MEI

\

conference he was highly concerned about
Thailand’s broadcasting industry during
the transition to digital TV.

The union considered 24 digital TV

channels too many for audiences and said
the high number would result in serious
competition among new operators. It was
worried some operators would not sur-
vive the tough market while TV required
a huge investment.

Mr Suvit also criticised the rule to force
all TV platform operators to run the same
channel-numbering system, which took
effect on Dec 2. TrueVisions, a leading
pay-TV operator, has said it will not follow
the numbering rule, and its court case
against the NBTC is still pending.

MCOT’s labour union also slammed the
NBTC for its failure to facilitate a smooth
transition to digital TV.

Thai TV Co was the first to go off air,
ending the transmission of its two digi-
tal channels on Dec 1 — Loca children’s
channel and Thai TV news. It could not find
strategic partners to shore up its operations
after failing to pay the second instalment
of auction fees totalling 288 million baht
in June.

MCOT shares closed Friday on the Stock
Exchange of Thailand at 7.80 baht, down
five satang, in trade worth 1.75 million baht.

- fioisasmeantan: wiauntiee e Aledrualy

- gsneastensiA

An ad for MCOT’s high-definition set-top box for digital TV. The company’s labour union ha57
accused the NBTC of failing to improve the broadcasting industry. SEKSAN ROJJANAMETAKUL
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Fierce battle seen for right to broadcast World Cup finals

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE coming bid by major Thai TV stations
for broadcasting rights to the 2018 Fifa
World Cup Finals from Russia is expected
to be intense.

Surin Krittiyaphongphun, executive vice
president of Bangkok Entertainment
Company, said its TV network, which com-
prises Channel 3, Channel 3 SD and 3
Family, was ready to broadcast 32 live
matches ofthe World Cup Finals, dueto run
from June 14 to July 15, 2018.

“Looking at the match schedule for the
World Cup Finals, it appears to be perfect
timing for an official broadcaster in
Thailand because the airtime of those
matches will not affect local prime-time
slots. This is very interesting,” Surin said.

However, he admitted that competition
for the coming round of bids for rights to
show the matches was likely to be fierce.

RS, which held the World Cup broad-
castingrights for 2010 and 2014, isalsokeen
to secure the 2018 rights for its free-TV
Channel 8. Chief executive officer Surachai
Chetchotisak said his company had experi-
ence broadcasting two consecutive tourna-
ments and understood well how to manage
the costs.

“The Fifa World Cup is one of the most
watched soccer tournaments. It is worth
having, but at a reasonable price,” he said.

The NBTC must-have list

The broadcasting regulator mandates
that seven sporting events be aired via
free-to-air TV channels only to ensure
that everyone can watch equally.

1) Southeast Asian Games
2) Asean Para Games

3) Asian Games

4) Asian Para Games

5) Olympic Games

6) Paralympic Games

7) FIFA World Cup Final
Source:NBTC

News ID: C-151214003033 (14 Dec 15/05:59)

According to an industry source, RS
reportedly paid about Bt600 million in
2006 to secure all media rights for the Fifa
World Cup Finals in 2010 and 2014 via its
subsidiary RS International Broadcasting
and Sport Management. However, the com-
pany was able to turn a profit through many
marketing activities and sub-licensing
agreements.

Surachai said the World Cup Final three
years hence would be in a different context
compared with last year and 2010 because
ofanewbroadcasting regulation, the “must-
have rule”. So monetisation of this top-class
sport content appears to be limited by the
new restriction.

Under this rule, the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission demands that the World Cup
Final along with six other sporting events
must be telecast only on free-to-air TV. The
other six are the Southeast Asian Games,
Asean Para Games, Asian Games, Asian
Para Games, Olympic Games and
Paralympic Games.

The popularity of soccer among local
audiences is on the rise after the Thai
national team performed well in the Asian
World Cup Qualifier. ThaiRath TV, digital
channel 32, gained the rightto broadcastthe
live match between Thailand and Iraq inthe
2018 Fifa World Cup Russia Qualifier in
September. Inthat period, the audience rat-
ing at ThaiRath TV soared to 7.5 points,
outpacing market leader Channel 7.

Despite being just a qualifier, the bid for
the right to telecast a live rematch between
Thailand and Iraq next March was also
intense, and GMM Grammy’s One digital
channel won the right over ThaiRath TV.

The industry source said this seemed to
mark the beginning of fierce competition
among local TV broadcasters for the right
to broadcast the 2018 World Cup Final,
whileinternational media powerhouseslike
Qatar’s beIN Sports are also interested in
securing these rights.

To date, beIN Sports Arabia has struck
deals for World Cup Final broadcast rights
in 21 countriesin the Middle East and North
Africa.
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Regulator gears up for 5G

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator plans to
allocate four additional spectrum bands
for the development of fifth-generation
(5G) wireless broadband service.

The 700-, 850-, 1500- and part of the
1800-megahertz spectra (now operated
by Total Access Communication (DTAC)
under a 2G mobile concession) will be allo-
cated through auctions by 2020.

“We need to prepare plans for future
mobile spectrum management in order
to serve growing demand for mobile data
communication,” said Saneh Saiwong,
executive director of the Spectrum Man-
agement Bureau, under the umbrella of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

Mobile operators need more and more
bandwidth in both low and high spectrum
bands for their long-term frequency man-
agement and to meet customer demand.

Even though the 1800-MHz band is the
most compatible with 4G service, other
bands such as 700-, 800-, 850-, 2300-, 2600-
and 3500-MHz can support a variety of 4G
networks and devices.

Mr Saneh said mobile operators holding
various spectrum ranges could have greater
ecosystem services.

He said the regulator planned to auction
the first two spectrum bands by 2018: 45
MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum, currently

News ID: C-151214001084 (14 Dec 15/05:23)
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used by DTAC under a 2G concession due
to expire in 2018; and 10 MHz on the 850-
MHz spectrum, also used by DTAC under
a concession with CAT Telecom.

Another two spectrum bands are
planned to be auctioned by 2020: 92 MHz of
bandwidth on the 700-MHz spectrum, now
used for digital and analogue TV services;
and 91 MHz on the 1500-MHz spectrum,
presently used by TOT Plc for signal trans-
mission and Chevron Thailand Exploration
and Production as well as Chevron Offshore
(Thailand).

The analogue TV system switch-off is
scheduled within the next few years.

The NBTC also plans to auction more
spectrum bands in the future, including 15
MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum, now used
by the mobile arm of True Corporation to
provide 3G service under a partnership
agreement with CAT Telecom, Mr Saneh
said. The agreement is due to end in 2025.

Meanwhile, 64 MHz on the 2300-MHz
spectrum, used by TOT until 2025, and 190
MHz on the 2600-MHz spectrum, operated
by MCOT Plc, will be up for auction as well.

Mr Saneh said the regulator was in nego-
tiations with MCOT, asking the state-run
digital TV network provider and broad-
caster to return part of the 2600-MHz
spectrum to the NBTC for auction in 2020.

Also in the pipeline is an allocation of 20
MHz on the 450-MHz spectrum, now used
for radio communication.
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