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Headline: CAT gets nod to upgrade network to 4G

CAT gets nod to upgrade network to 4G

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom has been given the green
light by the national telecom regulator to
upgrade its existing third-generation (3G)
network on the 850-megahertz spectrum
to the 4G system.

True Move, through subsidiary BFIXT
Thailand, will invest and handle the 4G
network upgrade for CAT and be allowed
torent upto 80% of the state telecom’s 850-
MHz network until 2025,

True entered a partnership with CAT to
provide mobile services on the spectrum
under a wholesale-resale agreement.

CAT president Col Sanpachai Huvanan-
dana called the development a win-win
move for both CAT and True.

“The upgrade should allow us to accom-
modate skyrocketing mobile data traffic
and increase our revenue,” he said.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)

last month approved CAT’s upgrading 15
MHz of bandwidth on the 850-MHz spec-
trum for 4G service.

Col Sanpachai said CAT and True
would have to modify the details of exist-
ing contracts including the network capac-
ity use quota before seeking the CAT
board’s approval.

“We expect to launch our 4G service on
the 850-MHz network by the third quarter
of 2016," he said.

Providing 4G service on the 850-MHz
network will reduce operating costs, as the
low-band spectrum can provide more cov-
erage than the high-band spectrum.

BEKT has constructed almost 14,000 3G
base stations.

True Move and its mobile subsidiaries
hold a combined 55 MHz of bandwidth
on various frequencies, comprising 15
MHz on the 1800-MHz, another 15 MHz
on the 2100-MHz, an additional 10 MHz
on the 900-MHz plus 15 MHz on the

News ID: C-151226001059 (26 Dec 15/06:44)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

850-MHz spectra.

Col Sanpachai said CAT was also on the
verge of upgrading 20 MHz of bandwidth on
the 1800-MHz spectrum to 4G. The spec-
trum is now used by DTAC to provide 2G
service and will expire in 2018,

CAT granted a concession to DTAC to
use 50 MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum
to provide 2G mobile service. DTAC now
uses only the first half of the bandwidth,
which it wants to upgrade to provide 4G to
complement its existing 4G service on the
2.1-GHz band.

Of the remaining idle 25 MHz on the
1800-MHz spectrum, CAT transferred 5
MHz to the NBTC for the 4G spectrum auc-
tions and requested use of the remaining 20
MHz to provide its own 4G service.

CAT achieved consalidated 10-month
revenue of 43.5 billion baht, an increase of
3.5 billion from the same period last year.
Net profit was 3.2 billion baht, an increase
of 1.3 billion.
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Headline: AIS seeks extension for 900-MHz shutdown

AlIS seeks extension for 900-MHz shutdown

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Advanced Info Service Plc (AIS) has
asked the national telecom regulator to
extend the deadline for shutting down its
900-megahertz network by five months to
next August.

Therequest comes as it wants to ensure
its second-generation (2G) customers will
not face a disruption in service.

The extension would give the coun-
try’s largest mobile operator more time to
migrate its existing 1 million 2G usersonthe
900-MHz spectrum to its other networks,
chiefexecutive Somchal Lertsutiwongsaid.

“The extension will also comply with the
intention of the National Council for Peace
and Order, which has announced that the
4G spectrum auctions must not severely
affect 2G users,” he said.

AIS is giving away 4G smartphones
to its 10 million 3G customers still using
2G phones and to another 1 million cus-
tomers using the 2G service on the 900-
MHz spectrum.

However, the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
insists the deadline for switching off the
network must be next March 21, as origi-
nally scheduled.

The auction
rules stipulate the
switch-off date
will be the day
when the win-
ners of the 900-
MHz spectrum
auction make the
first payments for
their licences.

The winners
must pay the first
50% or 16.1 bil-
lion baht of the
estimated real spectrum value within 90
days of the auction, with an additional 25%
of the spectrum value paid next year and
the final 25% in 2017, They must then pay
their remaining bidding amounts in 2018.

The NBTC changed the payment terms

Somchai: Needs more
time for migration

for winning bidders in order to reduce their
financial burden. This means winning bid-
ders for 900-MHz licences will have to pay
only 8 billion baht for their first payment
compared with 20 billion for the 1800-MHz
licence winners.

Itauctioned off two licences on the 900-
MHz spectrum last week, with each licence
containing 10 MHz of bandwidth.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the regulator’s telecom committee
on Monday officially approved the results
of the 900-MHz auction.

JAS Mobile Broadband won the first
licence for 75.7 billion baht and True Move
H Universal Communication the second
licence for 76.3 billion baht.

The 900-MHz spectrum was previously
operated by AIS under a 2G concession
agreement with TOT Plc. That concession
expired in September.

AIS shares (ADVANC) closed yesterday
on the Stock Exchange of Thailand at 155.50
baht, up two baht, in heavy trade worth 1.38
billion baht.
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