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Headline: TrueVisions fined for airing too many ads

Clip: Black/White

TrueVisions
fined for airing
too many ads

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) will fine pay
TV operator TrueVisions starting tomorrow
for violating the rule limiting TV commercials.

The rule allows pay TV channels to air a
maximum of 12.5 minutes of ads an hour.

The regulator’s broadcasting panel passed
a resolution yesterday to fine TrueVisions
50,000 baht a day. TrueVisions has until today
to reduce ad airtimes to conform to the rule.

The NBTC sent a letter warning the pay TV
operator on Dec 28, giving it 15 days until today.

TrueVisions ignored the warning and as
of yesterday still had many channels with ad
airtimes exceeding 12.5 minutes an hour, the
regulator said.

Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy secretary-
general of the NBTC, said TrueVisions would
be fined in accordance with Section 28 of the
Broadcasting Act.

An NBTC source said TrueVisions would
face a one-time fine of 1 million baht plus an
additional 50,000 baht a day for exceeding the
ad airtime limit.

TrueVisions is also in hotwater for violating
the channel numbering rule, which took effect
on Dec 2. The company refused to rearrange
the line-up of its first 36 channels.

The NBTC yesterday said it started fining
the pay TV operator 20,000 baht a day from last
Thursday, a change from Jan 4 as it waited until
the notification letter reached TrueVisions.

“If TrueVisions continues to violate the rule
after receiving our notification, the fine may
increase and its license could be suspended
or revoked,” Mr Sombat said.

TrueVisions executives could not be
reached for comment. It is the only major pay
TV broadcaster baulking at the rule.

Under the rule, the first 12 channels are for
public TV, channels 13-15 for children’s chan-
nels, 16-22 for news channels, 23-29 for variety
with standard definition and 30-36 for variety
with high definition.
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Headline: TrueVisions faces fines over channel numbering
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TrueVisions faces fines
over channel numbering

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TRUEVISIONS will tomorrow face
atleasta Bt1-million fine and a daily
fine of Bt50,000 as it has failed to
comply with the rule to rearrange
its digital TV channel numbers
as ordered by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission.

Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy
secretary-general of the NBTC, said
yesterday that all five members of
the broadcasting committee agreed
to issue an administrative order to
fine the country’s largest pay-TV
operatorforthe breach. TrueVisions
slots some free-to-air TV stations
outside theareareserved for12 pub-
lic and 24 commercial digital TV
channels.

The stations are TV5, Channel 3,
Channel 7, MCOT HD, TNN 24 and
True4U.

All 24 commercial digital TV
channels have gained the privilege to
be aired on pay-TV platforms as well
as digital-TV receivers so that they
can sell up to 12 minutes of com-
mercials per hour.

But if pay-TV operators and
selected digital-TV stations provide
some commercial digital channels
outsidethe permitted channel range,
they are considered as violating the
rule, because only pay-TV channels
are allowed to be aired outside the
reserved range.

Pay-TV stations are allowed to sell
up tosix minutes of commercials per
hour.

“This action is considered con-
sumer exploitation. The NBTC’s
broadcasting committee, therefore,
decided to issue an administrative
order against TrueVisions,” Sombat
said.

The NBTC has received confir-

News ID: C-160112003083 (12 Jan 16/05:47)
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mation from TV5, Channel 7,
Channel 3 and MCOT HD that they
did not grant permission to
TrueVisions to carry out the channel
assignments in question.

“I'm not sure if True4U and
TNN24 have clarified that they were
not involved with the TrueVisions
issue.

“But if they are associated with
this matter, both digital TV chan-
nels will be punished as well,”he said.

True4U and TNN24 are affiliat-
ed with TrueVisions.

TrueVisions will also face anoth-
er penalty afteritinsisted on reserv-
ing channels 11-46 for digital sta-
tions in breach of the NBTC’s order
for consistent channel numbering
by all platforms for digital stations,
which have been assigned the chan-
nel numbers 1-36.

Appeal discussed

For the second breach,
TrueVisions faces a daily fine of
Bt20,000 starting last Thursday. If
it still fails to comply with this order
for 30 days, itwill incur tougher pun-
ishment ranging from a higher fine
to suspension of its broadcasting
licence.

Naetchanok Wipatasinlapin,
managing director of True4U, has
said her station may join
TrueVisions’ appeal to the Supreme
Administrative Court.

“Discussion among management
teams about this issue is still under
way. We hope that we can find a way
to compromise with the NBTC. If
not, we mightappeal to the Supreme
Administrative Court soon,’ she said.

Last year, TrueVisions, True4U
and TNN24 took this matter to the
Central Administrative Courtas they
opposed this order, but the court
ruled in favour of the NBTC.
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NBTC to consider Thaicom satellite licence request

USANEE MONKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM committee of the
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
will today consider Thaicom’s
licence request for its upcoming
Thaicom 9 broadband satellite.

The new satellite will be posi-
tioned at a 119.5-degrees-east
orbital slot to serve Asia-Pacific
countries, including Thailand.

According to the NBTC,
Thaicom applied for a 20-year
licence in September. Thaicom 9
will be a broadband satellite like
Thaicom’s existing IPSTAR.

In 2012, the NBTC awarded a

20-yearlicence to Thaicom to oper-
ate any of its satellites launched
under that licence, which includes
Thaicom 7ata 120 degrees east lon-
gitude and Thaicom 8 at a 78.5-
degrees-east position.

Thaicom asked for a separate
licence for its Thaicom 9 to match
the life span of the satellite, as its
existing licence has only 16 years
remaining,.

The development of Thaicom 9
isexpected to take three years. Ifthe
company uses the existing licence
for Thaicom 9, it will likely have
only 13 vears left once the satellite
is launched.

The NBTC telecom committee
will have to consider whether
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Thaicom 9 can operate under the
company’s existing licence or if it
needs a separate licence.

Earlier, Thaicom saidithad con-
ducted a technical study on the
Thaicom 9 project development.
The project is estimated to cost
US$200 million (Bt2.7 billion) and
will feature a 20-gigabyte capacity.

Thaicom also operates three
satellites underan Information and
Communications Technology
Ministry concession. They are the
Thaicom 5 and 6 broadcasting
satellites and the Thaicom 4 broad-
band satellite, better known as
IPSTAR.

The telecom committee will
today also consider Advanced Info

Service's request to extend the
deadline for switching off its 900-
megahertz service by another 180
days.

The NBTC'’s original resolution
called for AIS to switch offthe serv-
iceoncea 900MHzlicence is grant-
ed to either of the two companies
that obtained one at a recent auc-
tion.

True Move H Universal
Communication of True Corp and
Jas Mobile Broadband of Jasmine
International were the winning bid-
ders for the two 900MHz licences.
Both are expected to pay the first
instalment of the upfront licence
fee this month, and the committee
will award the licences soon.
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