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Digital TV
urges NBTC
to move fast

NANAT SUCHIVA

Seven digital TV channels are demand-
ing the regulator speed up digital network
expansion, distribute the remaining sub-
sidy coupons and push for the use of mul-
tiplatform ratings.

They also want the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to set awork deadline, said Kema-
tat Paladesh, president of PPTV operator
Bangkok Media and Broadcasting Co.

The Central Administrative Court yes-
terday held the second hearingin the case
of seven digital channels suing the NBTC
for failing to facilitate a smooth digi-
tal transition.

The seven channels are PPTV, Thairath
TV, Bright TV, the One Channel, the GMM
Channel, Nation TV and Now 26.

The channels said the regulator’s failure
resulted in lower-than-expected viewership
and financial woes.

They are demanding 12 billion baht in
combined compensation.

The NBTC yesterday said it had already
set up a working panel led by secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith to help solve the
problem after the regulator was sued by the
channels last year.

Mr Talkorn said he would raise the issue
again at today's NBTC board meeting.

He hopes to find a solution before the
remaining 22 digital channel operators are
due to pay the third instalment of auction
fees on May 22.

The broadcasting panel will later work
with the Council of State, the Office of the
Attorney-General, the Finance Ministryand
digital TV aperators before presenting a
suggestion to the government.

“We’ve done our best to support the
digital TV transition and have complied
with rules and regulations,” Mr Takorn said.
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4G winners
facing loan
adjustment

‘Exorbitant’ bids force
new borrowing plans

KOMSAN TOTERMVASANA
SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

The winners of the 900-megahertz spec-
trum auctions are unlikely to make their
first payments of bidding fees this month
as Initially expected due to strict banlc
lending conditions.

The delay in payments will postpone
their planned commercial launch of
fourth-generation (4G) wireless broad-
band service upcountry, said Takorn Tan-
tasith, secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

A source said Bangkok Bank was
requiring Jasmine International, a
900MHz-licence winner, to submit a
new borrowing
plan following
the exorbitant
licence cost.

The bank’s
demand has
added uncer-
tainty to Jas-
mine, as the
loanisneeded to
ensure the latter
can smoothly
enter the mobile
service pro-
vider business.

“The request for a new borrowing plan
came after Jasmine’s winning bid was two
or three times higher than forecast in its
previous plan,” the source said.

The two winners last weel told the
NBTC they planned to pay the first half
or 8.04 billion baht of the estimated real
spectrum value.

Earlier, JAS Mobile Broadband, Jas-
mine’s 4G arm, announced it would roll
out 4G service on the 900MHz spectrum

Takom: Snag delaying
4G roll-out

in mid-January.

The delay gives Advanced Info Service
Plc (AIS) more time to migrate its existing
2G customers on the 900MHz network to
other networks.

AIS faces a shutdown of its 900MHz
network three days after the winning bid-
ders make their first payments.

The auction rules, published last year
in the Royal Gazette, stipulate the switch-
off date must be the day on which the win-
ners of the 900MHz spectrum auctions
receive their licences.

“The NBTC acknowledges the winners
informed us they needed more time to
resolve some loan-condition details with
their lenders,” Mr Takorn said.

The NBTC auctioned off two licences
on the 900MHz spectrum last month,
each containing 10MHz of bandwidth.

JAS Mobile Broadband won the first
licence for 75.7 billion baht or 487% higher
than the reserve price of 12.9 billion.

True Move H Universal Communica-
tion (TUC), a subsidiary of True Move,
won the second licence for 76.3 billion
baht or 491% above the reserve price.

JAS and TUC were given 90 days after
the auction to make the first payment
of 8.04 billion baht, half the estimated
spectrum value, which is required by
March 21.

An additional 25% of the spectrum
value is to be paid this year, with the final
25% in 2017. The winners must then pay
their remaining bid amounts in 2018.

Whenever the
winners make
their first pay-
ment, they must
also post three
bank guarantees
for the remain-
ing amounts.

Mr Takorn
said both JAS
and TUC might
male their first
payments in
the first week

Noppadol: Waiting for
auspicious time

News ID: C-160119001070 (19 Jan 16/05:48)
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of February.

Noppadol Dej-Udom, group chief
financial officer at True Corporation, said
TUC had no problem applying for a syn-
dicated loan with 10 potential bank credi-
tors but admitted two lenders needed to
adjust some loan conditions due toregu-
lations on single-lending limits.

“This is just a technical problem, not
a big deal,” Mr Noppadol said, adding
that the issue was expected to be settled
next week.

He said TUC did not need to hurry
making a payment and rolling out 4G
service on the 900MHz spectrum, as the
company has time and True already pro-
vides 4G service. TUC will provide the
service at an auspicious time.

Jasmine International chief execu-
tive Pete Bodharamik was not available
for comment yesterday. Earlier he said
JAS planned to have 15,000 base stations
this year, accommodating 10 million
4G subscribers.
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Headline: Proposed telecom law encourages agencies to release spectra

Proposed telecom law encourages agencies to release spectra

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Reform Council (NRC)
yesterday approved the revised draft of the
new National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
law, which aims to encourage state agencies
to release spectra for reallocation.

The state agencies would be compensated
by the NBTC for letting go of spectra,
according to the bill.

The NRC is expected to submit the new
draft to the Cabinet before sending it to the
National Legislative Assembly for considera-

tion.

Air Chief Marshal Kanit Suwannate,
chairman of mass communication commit-
tee of the NRC, expects the new draft to
come into effect around the middle of this

year.

“The new draft will help the NBTC to have
more spectra to hold auctions for realloca-
tion, which will benefit the government,
especially the 2.6GHz spectrum which cur-
rently belongs to MCOT,” according to Kanit.

The NBTC plans to put the 2.6GHz spec-
trum up for auction for a 4G service but
MCOT has said it will return only part of the
spectrum if the NBTC properly compensates

it.

According to the new draft, the NBTC can
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reclaim spectra which is part of concession
contracts or state ownership for reallocation,
and the state agencies will get compensated
after releasing them.

NBTC recently gained Bt24.0 billion from
the auction of two 1800MHz licences and
two 90OMHz licences, with the money to be
transferred to the state coffers within four
years.

Kanit said under the new draft it was
proposed that the number of NBTC
commissioners be cut from 11 to seven and
those be selected from the following fields:
broadcasting, telecommunications, engi-
neering, the law, economies and consumer
protection.

@ ®THE NEW DRAFT WILL HELP
THE NBTC TO HAVE MORE
SPECTRA TO HOLD AUCTIONS
FOR REALLOCATION, WHICH
WILL BENEFIT THE GOVERN-
MENT, ESPECIALLY THE 2.6GHZ
SPECTRUM WHICH CURRENTLY
BELONGS TO MCOT.”
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