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True allowing AlS access to TrueMove H brand

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUE MOVE H Universal
Communication (TUC), the wholly
owned wireless broadband sub-
sidiary of True Corp, yesterday
launched a campaign aimed essen-
tially at luring 2G-900MHz sub-
seribersfromitsrival Advanced Info
Service (AIS) to its TrueMove H
brand - allowing them to port their
mobile-phone numbers via the vast
network of 7-Eleven stores.

Under the campaign, 900MHz

users can port their phone numbers
to the TrueMove H brand at True
customer-service shops and 7-
Eleven stores until March 31.

TUC, which won an 900MHz
licenceinlast month’sauctionbythe
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), will start launching the
900MHz service next month, with
nationwide network coverage sched-

uled for May.

Kittinut Tikawan, chiefcommer-
cial officer of True, yesterday said the
company would also provide sub-
sidised smart phones and discount-
ed packages to new users under the
campaign.

Smart-phone models costing
Bt1,390, Bt1,590 and Bt1,990 - and
related data and voice packages -
will be offered free of charge to new
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users, on condition that they refill
their accounts to the tune of Bt300,
Bt500 and Bt1,000, respectively, in
advance.

Currently, AIShasaround 11 mil-
lion subscribers using the 900OMHz
spectrum.

AIS however failed to win a
900MHz licence at the NBTC auc-
tion in December and is now rush-
ing to migrate as many as possible

ofthe 11 million 2G customers toits
subsidiary, Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN), by offering them
subsidised handsets.

TUC and Jasmine Inter-
national’s Jas Mobile Broadband
each won an 900MHz licence with
hefty final bids of Bt76.298 billion
and Bt75.654 billion, respectively,
at the auction.

Both have yet to pay the first
instalment of the licence at an ini-
tial upfront cost of Bt8.04 billion,
and to place bank guarantees for
the remaining upfront amount.
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True baulks

at 4G fee

True halts spectrum payment
until conditions are clarified B1
for a possible re-auction.

True baulks at 4G licence fee

Rumours swirl amid
reauction uncertainty

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

True Corporation has halted the first
instalment payment for its 900-mega-
hertz spectrum licence until authorities
clarify conditions for a possible new auc-
tion round.

The abrupt decision came

just a day after a teleconfer- S,

ence on Monday between top

“As a matter of best practice, a fair con-
sideration ofthe framework for a 900MHz
reauction should be given to us.”

He said the NBTC should implement a
new international standard for future auc-
tions in order to prevent similar incidents.

Indeed, True hopes Jasmine Interna-
tional Plc can pay its own bidding fee in
order to prevent any turbulence in the
industry, Mr Noppadol said.

An NBTC source earlier admitted the
regulator was quietly drawing up plans to
call a new auction round for the 900MHz
spectrum if bid winner and
Jasmine subsidiary JAS Mobile
Broadband failed to secure

executives and shareholders ) the massive fundingitneeded
of the company along with up o - 0 by March 21.

to 50 global investment banks ¥ S 3 Rumours have circulated
and analysts. A~ in the industry that Bangkok

The meeting ended with a
resolution to hold off paying
the bidding fee for the 900MHz
licence that True won last
December and wait instead
for aconcrete explanation from
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
about the possible reauction.

“We'll submit a formal letter to the
NBTC this week seeking a resolution to
any reauction’s conditions before we make
payment,” chieffinancial officer Noppadol
Dej-Udom said.

“The move is just to ensure we don’t
find ourselves in the unfair position of
having to pay an exorbitant licence fee
alone while other bidders enjoy much
lower bid prices in a new auction round.

News ID: C-160203001071 (3 Feb 16/05:25)
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www.ignewsclip.com

o2

Noppadol: True will
wait for clarification

Bank rejected Jasmine's initial
borrowing plan.

The rumours came after
banks started asking for new
plans before licence winners
could receive cash due to bids
in the 900MHz fourth-gener-
ation (4G) auction running two or three
times higher than expected.

Another rumour spreading online is
Jasmine’s executives have ordered staff
to remove the company’s 4G advertis-
ing billboards.

Jasmine chief executive Pete Bodhara-
mik could not be reached for comment.

Industry veterans have pointed outthat
global standards for reauctions stipulate
a previous winner — True in this case —
must carry the same bidding price gap
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Headline: True baulks at 4G licence fee

from the previous auction with the new
co-winner.

One veteran said in the case of True and
Jasmine, the latter'sJAS subsidiary won the
first licence for 75.7 billion baht or 487%
higher than the auction reserve price of
12.9 billion.

True Move H Universal Communica-
tion (TUC), a subsidiary of True Move, won
the second licence for 76.3 billion baht or
491% above the reserve price.

True's licence cost is about 600 million
bahthigher than JAS's, so the winning price
of the new 900M Hz auction must have the
same 600-million-baht gap with True, the
source said.

“Let’s say the bidding fee of the new

NaNnb. | InsauwAy

sy

naua;« ;w,gj

A sign in front of
NBTC headquarters
promotes the
900MHz bidding
last December.
True Corporation
has halted its

first instalment
payment amid

auction round ends at 50 billion baht. The
NBTC should then reduce the fee payment
for True to 56 billion baht,” the source said.
“And Jasmine must shoulder the extra costs
incurred by the NBTC for a new auction.’

The source also urged the regulator to
impose a hefty fine on Jasmine to prevent
similar incidents from occurring.

Thesource believes both Advanced Info
Service Plc (AIS) and Total Access Com-
munication Plc (DTAC) are interested in a
new 900MHz auction if the reserve price is
notsetat the previous huge winning prices.

Mr Noppadol also said four or five com-
mercial banks had already approved a syn-
dicated loan worth 73 billion baht to True
for bank guarantee payments.

uncertainty
surrounding
a possible
[ Z{ reauction. SEKSAN
= ROJJANAMETAKUN

Both JAS and TUC were given 20 days
after the auction, until March 21, to make
the first payment of 8.04 billion baht, half
the estimated spectrum value., An addi-
tional 25% is to be paid by year-end and
the final 25% next year, then any remaining
bid amounts in 2018.

When the winners pay their first instal-
ment, they must also post three bank
guarantees for the remaining amounts,
The delay will postpone the commercial
launch of 4G wireless broadband in pro-
vincial areas.

“We are ready to make our bidding fee
payment but will wait for a clear resolu-
tion before making any move,” Mr Nop-
padol added.
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